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in rethinking their designs and developing their research denent briefly on three authors whose work has proved excep-

sign skills. tionally useful to qualitative-methods instructors and practi-
Despite the difficulty of some of these choices, and mytioners.

inability to adequately resolve some of them, this course was

a lot of fun to teach. It gave me the chance to closely follow Three Authors in Greater Detail

the burgeoning literature on qualitative methods, and the quality

of the student’s research designs seems to indicate that maRggin, Charles. 1989 The Comparative Method, Berkeley:

of these decision were the corrects ones. Philosophy of social UCP. 218 pages. $18.95.

science issues did come up periodically in our discussion, ard——. 1994, Constructing Social Research. Thousand Oaks:

it would have been best if we had addressed them systemati- Pine Forge. 208 pages. $29.95.

cally. For those of you “lucky” enough to have thirteen weeks———. 2000. Fuzzy Set Social Science. Chicago: University

of teaching, | would recommend adding several sessions onit. of Chicago. 352 pages. $20.00.

Charles Ragin’s methodological trilogy seems particularly
Qualitative Methods Textbooksill-suited to the tabular evaluation used above. Though Ragin
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenod0.998785 addresses many of the same issues as other authors (e.g.,
WILLIAM BARNDT cpncept.uall_zgtlon, mea}surer_nent, c.:ausanon,.and research de-
sign), his vision of social-science is rather different. In syn-
thesizing qualitative and quantitative strategies, he provides
probing comparative criticism of case-oriented and variable-
oriented research. This discussion provides constructive in-
terlocution for advocates from diverse methodological tradi-
Over the past few years, the number of political sciencéons. His treatment of causal complexity, combinatorial cau-
departments offering qualitative methods courses has grovgation, and the dialogue between ideas and evidence should
substantially. The number of qualitative methods textbookbe useful at both the undergraduate and graduate level. Fi-
has kept pace, providing instructors with an overwhelmingally, graduate students and professional scholars alike will
array of choices. But how to decide which text to choose frorbenefit from insightful instructions for qualitative compara-
this exhortatory smorgasbord? The scholarship desperateiye methods (QCA) from their chief advocate.
needs evaluated. Yet the task is not entirely straightforward:
qualitative methods textbooks reflect the diversity inherent iBecker., Howard S. 1998. Tricks of the Trade: How to Think
qualitative methods itself. Consequently, evaluating qualita-  about Your Research While You're Doing It. Chicago,
tive methods textbooks consists more of weighing competing  |L: University of Chicago. 232 pages. $9.65.
strengths than identifying weaknesses. | undertake just such
an evaluation in the following survey, which should be useful  Tricks of the Trad@rovides a long-overdue and welcome
both to teachers of qualitative methods and to researchers kassimplement to standard approach to methods. Becker provides
to brush up on specific techniques. graduate students with what we crave: practical knowledge
What counts as a textbook? In general, | have let existingnetis) about how researihdone, rather than how research
teachers of qualitative methods decide. This sample include$iould bedone. As a result, most scholars will probably find
texts that are regularly assigned in qualitative methods classest least one — more likely several — pieces of advice they dis-
as well some additional recent publications. | have, howeveagree with in the book, depending on their methodological
restricted the sample to books published in the last twentnd ontological tastes. Yet the book overflows with insight.
years; thus classics like Smelser (1976), Przeworski & TeurBecker supplements his valuable discussions of sampling and
(1970), and Stinchcombe (1968) are not included. Moreoverdonceptualization with less well-trodden topics, like how one’s
have excluded books that, while quite useful for addressingnage of the world shapes one’s own research. The book also
particular topics, are not precisely teaching texts, such apends a good deal of time discussing less familiar qualitative
Mahoney and Rueschemeyer (2003) and Goertz and Sta#fsearch strategies, such as truth tables and property space
(2002). Finally, I do not include eagerly awaited, but still un-analysis. Adding to the book’s charm, Becker’s engaging in-
published texts, like Brady and Collier (Fall 2003) and Georg¢éormal writing style make3ricks of the Trade particularly
and Bennett (Fall 2003). Nonetheless, the criteria | emplogccessible and pleasurable read.
here should continue to be useful for evaluating future contri-
butions to the field. Lieberson, Stanley. 1987. Making it Count: The Improvement
Much of the evaluation has been incorporated into a sum-  of Social Research and Theory. Berkeley: University of
mary chart, which allows readers to quickly compare the California Press. 272 pages. $21.95
strengths of the sampled textbooks. The letters that run along
the top of the chart correspond to the first three letters of text-  In this thoughtful book, Stanley Lieberson carefully dis-
book authors’ last names listed below (with full bibliographi-sects the differences between experimental and non-experi-
cal information, price, and page-length). In closing, | com-mental research. His damning critique of scholars who misuse
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Politics as Science (Causality) X X X X X XX X X X X X
Builds to Large-N? X X X X X
Post-Modern Leanings? X X X X X X X
Hypotheses, Law, Theory X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Research Questions X X X X X X X X X
Research Proposals X X X X
Literature Review X b b X X
Research Design X X X X X X X X X X X X
Concept Formation X X X X X X X
Data Collection Prep X X X X X X
Measurement b.¢ X X X X X X X
Case Selection/Sampling X X X X X X X X X X X
Case Studies X X X
Observation X X X b4 X X X X
Interviewing/Sutvey X X X X X X X X
Field Research b4 b4 X X X X
Interpretivism X X X X
Ethnography X X X X X X X
Content Analysis X X X X X X
Comparative-historical analysis X X X
Grounded Theory X X X X
Descriptive Stats X X X X X X X
Bi-/Multivariate Stats X X X X X
Data Management X X X X X X X X X X
Writing X X X X X X X X X X X
Validity/Evaluation/Verification/Testing X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Just Political Science? X X X
Appropriate for Undergraduates? X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Exercises? X X X X X X
Exceptionally readable X X X X
Bold-face indicates an extensive discussion of the issue. Full citations are listed below.
the experimental analogy to describe and evaluate non-experi- References

mental research remains an important benchmark for thinking

about the limits of research questions and design. More gend¥abbie, Earl. 2004. The Practice of Social Research. Belmont, CA:
ally, this practitioner’s critique effectively debunks several ~ Wadsworth Publishing. 112 pages. $82.95

long-standing myths of statistical research. In particular, thi8ooth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams. 1995.
quite readable book’s discussions of case selectionB The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago. $15.00

. . . Brady, Henry E. and David Collier (eds). 2003. Rethinking Social
counterfactuals, and control variables will provoke ample dis Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards. Lanham: Rowman

cussion among newcomers (and not-so-newcomers) to social- ¢ |'iiefield

scientific methods. Creswell, John S. 1998. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design:
Choosing Among Five Traditions. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
Endnotes Publications. 424 pages. $47.95
Denzin, Norman K. and Yvonna S. Lincoln (eds). 2000. Handbook
Thanks to David Yang for his help compiling this sample. of Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publica-

tions. 1143 pages. $140.00
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Donovan, Todd and Kenneth R. Hoover. 2000. The Elements of S&¥olcott, Harry F. 2001. Writing up Qualitative ResearcH.e2li-

cial Scientific Thinking. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 224 tion. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 208 pages. $22.95

pages. $22.95 Yin, Robert K. 2003. Case Study Research. Newbury Park: Sage
Emerson, Robert M. 2001. Contemporary Field Research: Perspec- Publications. 232 pages. $26.95.

tives and Formulations. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press.

433 pages. $26.95
Ethridge, Marcus E. 1990. The Political Research Experience: Read-

ings and Analysis. London: M. E. Sharpe. 416 pages. $32.95 Qualltatlve Methods Sy"abl
Feldman, Martha S. 1994. Strategies for Interpreting Qualitative Data.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 80 pages. $16.95 DAVID D. YANG

George, Alexander L. and Andrew Bennett. 2003. Case Studies and - - .
Theory Development. Cambridge: MIT Press. Prlnceton_ University
Gerring, John. 2001. Social Science Methodology: A Criterial Frame- dyang@princeton.edu
work. New York: Cambridge University Press. 300 pages.
$22.00
Goertz, Gary and Harvey Starr (eds). 2002. Necessary Conditions: The teaching of qualitative methodology covers a broad
Theory, Methodology and Applications. New York: Rowman spectrum of courses ranging from the survey of philosophy of
and Littlefield. _ science to hands-on advice on conducting focus groups. This
Gubrium, Jaber F. and James A. Holstein (eds). 2002. Handbook ngort focuses on courses that are designed to provide a gen-

Interview Research: Context & Method. Thousand Oaks, CA:eraI introduction to qualitative research, leaving aside more
Sage Publications. 996 pages. $130.00 q ’ 9

Johnson, Janet Buttolph. and Richard A. Joslyn. 2001. Political Scfi'dvanced seminars focusing on specific methodological top-

ence Research Methods. Washington D.C.: CQ Press. 492 pag&s- A_total of 25 syllabi were gelected for_review from the_ list
$59.95 compiled by the CQRM website, all of which are from nation-
King, Gary, Robert Keohane, Sydney Verba. 1994. Designing Scally renowned universities with substantial doctoral programs
cial Inquiry. Princeton: Princeton U. Press. 300 pages. $24.9%n political science. Included in the sample are contributions
Mahoney, James and Dietrich Rueschemeyer (eds). 2003. Compaffom some of the premier scholars in our discipline today. This
tive Hl_stoncal _Anal_y3|s in the Social Sciences. Cambndge:summary provides a partial list of topics covered under the
Cambridge University Press. __rubric of “qualitative methodology” and identifies some “es-
Marshall, Catherine and Gretchen B. Rossman. 1999. DeS|gn|né;e . . . " o
ntial readings” in this area of study. In addition, it will present

Qualitative Research.“3edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. . . . .
240 pages. $39.95 a few examples of innovative assignments that other instruc-

Maxwell, Joseph. 1996. Qualitative Research Design: An InteradOr's might wish to adopt.
tive Approach. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. 168 pages. Broadly speaking, the topics covered can be categorized
$31.95 into three main areas: A macro area dealing with the philoso-
Miles, Matthew B. and A. Michael Huberman. 1994. Qualitativephy and epistemology of social science; a meso area dealing
Data Analysis: An Expanded Sourcebook. Thousand Oaks, CAjith research design and strategies; and a micro area dealing
Sage Publications. 352 pages. $52.95 with the practical nuts-and-bolts of research implementation.
Monroe, Alan D 2000. Essentials of Political Research. BOUlder(Some recurrent topics in each area are provided in table 1.) |
CO: Westview Press. 250 pages. $27.00 . . “ ,, . .
included in the “macro” category those topics relating to the

Neuman, W. Lawrence. 2000. Social Research Methods. Allyn andh.I hv of ial sci . f . holarl
Bacon. 592 pages. $82.93 pninosopny or soclal science, overviews of various scholarly

Newman, Isadore and Carolyn R. Benz. 1998. Qualitative-Quantit@PProaches, as well as the basic building-block concepts in
tive Research Methodology: Exploring the Interactive Con-Social scientific methodology. In the “meso” category are ba-
tinuum. Carbondale, IL: Southern lllinois University Press. 176Sic strategies of qualitative research, topics in comparative
pages. $20.00 methods, as well as entries in the quantitative-qualitative de-

Patton, Michael Quinn. 2002. Qualitative Research and Evaluatiogate. Discussions of specific research techniques are p|aced in
Methods. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 688 pagege “micro” category.

$72.95 Th o -
e categorization is somewhat arbitrary, as one can hardl
Przeworski, Adam and Henry Teune. 1970. The Logic of Compara- 9 Y y

: . ) . . separate issues of research design from their epistemological
tive Social Inquiry. New York: John Wiley. . . - .

Scholz, Roland W. and Olaf Tietje. 2001. Embedded Case Stuot)?undat'ons' r?or isolate problems of 'mplementat'o,n from the
Methods: Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative Knowledge.OVerall blueprint of the study. Many of the syllabus items also
Thousand Oaks, CA : Sage Publications. 408 pages. $48.95defy simple categorization. Nonetheless, this schematic is a

Shively, W. Phillips. 1998. The Craft of Political Research. Upperuseful heuristic for organizing the large body of material, and
Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 162 pages. $31.80 is reflective of three major approaches to the teaching of meth-

Smelser, Neil J. 1976. Comparative Methods in the Social Science§d0|ogy_

~ Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. _ _ Not surprisingly, the areas receiving the most attention

Stinchcombe, Arthur L. 1968. Constructing Social Theories. NeV\(Nere the macro and meso areas dealing with epistemological
York: Harcourt, Brace. . . . .

Stern, Paul C. and Linda Kalof. 1996. Evaluating Social Scienclssues and research design. While almost every syllabus in

’ o J this sample touched upon the above t ly about half
Research. New York: Oxford University Press. $34.95 P pon the above two areas, only about ha

Van Evera, Stephen. 1997. Guide to Methods for Students of Polite Syllabi covered practical research techniques. A few courses
cal Science, Ithaca, NY: Cornell U. Press. 144 pages. $10.00were obviously designed primarily as “how-to” courses em-

28



