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A B S T R A C T  

Seventy three species of Tachinidae from Mt. Hermon are recorded with their collecting 

data and general distribution. The following new species are described: Cylindromyia 

hermonensls n. sp., C. theodori n. sp., C. montana n. sp., Bithia pauciseta n. sp., 

GraphoQaster parvipalpls n. sp. and Chaetina longicauda n. sp. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mount Hermon, at the junction of Lebanon, Syria and 

Israel, is one of the highest mountains of the Eastern Medi-

terranean, rising to 2814 m, it is more than twice as high 

as the highest mountain of the Northern Galilee, Mt. Meron 

(1208 m). During winter, a great part of the Hermon is 

covered with snow, patches of which may remain until late 

summer. Three vegetational zones are recognized: 

1. Forest of Quercus calliprinos (300-1400 m). 

2. Montane forest (1400-1800 m). 

3. Tragacanthic communities (above 1800) (Shmida, Zohari 

and Danin, 1972). 

The tree line is about 1800 m, but even in the belt of 

the montane forest the tree cover is poor. The tragacanthic 

vegetation consists of an alpine flora, which belongs to the 

Iranoturanian element, in spite of the great distance which 

separates Mt. Hermon from the high mountains of Iran. Mt. 

Hermon is built mainly of jurassic limestone and is rich in 

karstic phenomena. There are many dolinas with terra-rosa at 

their bottom, covered with flowering plants in the summer. 

Here, probably because of the protection from winds, many 

insects are found. The Diptera, Hymenoptera and Rhopalocera 

are best represented. 
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