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 Articles 63

5. EH 91. UNKNOWN FIND SPOT, 2013 [A.R. Meadows]

The following group of ten gold pentekontadrachma (50 drachms) was seen in commerce in 
Jerusalem in early 2013. Their find spot is entirely uncertain. It is also unclear whether this 
represents the entirety of the hoard. All are of the same variety, with no control mark (Sv. 604).

The chronology of this coinage remains, to a certain extent, murky. In their study of this 
coinage, Olivier and Lorber suggest that it could have been struck by c. 261 BC, after which 
it would have been replaced by the gold issues in the name of Arsinoe Philadelphus alone,38 
but they cannot rule out a terminal date as late as c. 245. The absence of Arsinoe issues might 
suggest a date before 260 for this hoard, on the high chronology for the coinage. However, 
this group is certainly not complete, and could conceivably represent a parcel of one particular 
denomination and type, hived off of a larger assemblage for commercial reasons. Moreover, the 
coins present do exhibit some wear. Given the lower chronology for the coinage, one could not 
rule out a burial date as late as the 230s. At best, therefore, we may suggest a date of deposit 
around the middle of the 3rd century BC.

 CATALOGUE

Obv.: jugate busts of Ptolemy II and Arsinoe II r.; behind, Galatian shield; above, ADELFWN; 
dotted border
Rev.: jugate busts of Ptolemy I and Berenice I r.; above, _EWN; dotted border

Nos 1-5. No weights recorded
6.  13.80 g
7.  13.90 g
8.  13.90 g
9.  13.90 g
10.  13.90 g

38. Olivier, Lorber 2013.
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