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A Resource Centre for the HumanitiEs
https://arche.acdh.oeaw.ac.at

+
INventory and DIsseminate Graffiti
along the dOnaukanal
https://projectindigo.eu

https://arche.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/
https://projectindigo.eu/
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Are graffiti
cultural heritage?





Graffiti or
street art?





Artistic merit

Marcel Duchamp
Fountain (1917)



Art ≠
Cultural Heritage



Historical/political relevance

CIL IV, 9982: Cn(aeum) Helvium / Sabinum aed(ilem) / 
d(ignum) r(ei) p(ublicae) o(ro) v(os) f(aciatis)

Soviet graffiti in the German Reichstag
(1945)





Source:
Bundespräsidentenwahl
2022 - Graffiti, Sticker
und Wahlplakate

https://sway.office.com/C5mbjVh3znIYOB2C?fbclid=IwAR20vIyhrfFg0O7kMNfnQfa_gUtphEcZIiAewOwJVgqqQrr9faVlPlryw3w
https://sway.office.com/C5mbjVh3znIYOB2C?fbclid=IwAR20vIyhrfFg0O7kMNfnQfa_gUtphEcZIiAewOwJVgqqQrr9faVlPlryw3w
https://sway.office.com/C5mbjVh3znIYOB2C?fbclid=IwAR20vIyhrfFg0O7kMNfnQfa_gUtphEcZIiAewOwJVgqqQrr9faVlPlryw3w


Historical Evidence ≠
Cultural Heritage





Tibesti Mountains (Chad). Exposed sandstone cliff face

Wien, Donaukanal



Time

Cultural Heritage



A whole environment

View of 
Pompeii

ElfQrin, CC 
BY-SA 4.0, via 

Wikimedia 
Commons Donaukanal (personal photo)







What should we do?

Digital
Preservation



Discussion

• Are (some) graffiti cultural heritage?
• What is the role of time when defining CH?
• What actions should (or could) we take to

protect graffiti?


