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Archaeology of 
Inequality

• “Big Theories” of emergence of 
inequality


• Rise of civilization model

• Hybridity model

• Health inequality often framed as 

structural violence



Bioarchaeological 
Methods

• Stature

• Age-at-death estimations

• Sex estimation

• Specific diseases

• Non-specific diseases

• We rely heavily on archaeological 

context



Bioarchaeological 
Limitations

• Preservation bias

• Excavation bias

• “The Osteological Paradox”

• Sample sizes



Eindhoven

Arts 2002:24
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Eindhoven

• Sint-Catharinakerk

• 1350-1850

• Urban

• Choir + Second choir = Inside

• Southern + Northern = Outside

• Age at death (transition analysis)

• Femoral length as a proxy for 

stature Arts 2002:24

Nollen 2013:49
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Estimated Height Trends in Europe
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Male Stature in the Netherlands 

Maat, 2005:278
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Conclusions

• Skeletal material has limitations, 
however, it can also be a very 
useful resources when studying 
the long history of embodied 
inequality


• Future Research:

• Entire Eindhoven collection

• Children as non-survivors 

• Additional comparative 

collections

• More direct comparison with 

historical and modern data
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Thank you!

• Eindhoven community

• Dr. Nico Arts

• Gemeente Eindhoven

• ESOF Organizers

• This presentation is part of the Project 

“Embodied Inequality:Transforming 
Archaeological Knowledge of State 
Formation, Social Disparity, and Health 
Inequality” (with project number 
Vi.Vidi.201.153) which is financed by the 
Dutch Research Council (NWO)


