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OAPEN Library (2010)
hosting, distribution, preservation

30,000+ peer-reviewed OA books 

Directory of Open Access Books (2013)
global index

70,000+ peer-reviewed OA books 

600+ publishers 

OAPEN OA Books Toolkit (2020)

public information resource 

OAPEN Foundation

 increase discoverability of 
OA books

 promote and build trust in 
OA book publishing

 not-for-profit / not-for-sale

POSI self-audit

https://oabooks-toolkit.org

https://oapen.org

https://doabooks.org

https://oapen.hypotheses.org/524


Open infrastructures for scholarly books



Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)
Launched in 2013
Since 2019 governed together with OpenEdition (FR)
Global index of peer-reviewed open access books
70,000+ OA books indexed
600+ OA book publishers
All metadata is freely available (CC0)
Open Source – DSpace 
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Titles in DOAB

Easy integration with library catalogues

✔ Metadata feeds in MARCXML, CSV, RIS, ONIX, KBART
✔ OAI-PMH Harvesting
✔ REST API
✔ RSS and Atom feeds https://doabooks.org

https://doabooks.org/


Quality assurance of academic books





Transparency



Peer Review Information Service for Monographs

● Publishers provide DOAB with information about their
peer review procedures

● Part of the OPERAS Service Catalogue

● Info: https://doabooks.org/en/publishers/prism

https://www.operas-eu.org/services/prism/
https://www.doabooks.org/en/librarians/prism
















PRISM updates
● Number of books with PRISM record attached = 2,292

● Developing bulk upload functionality (test phase)

● New PKP-DOAB working group on OMP-DOAB/PRISM integration

● PRISM widget has been developed and will be made available very soon





Trust



Challenges

Peer review policies
no guarantee of quality

DOAB’s position in the landscape 
staying neutral

DOAB’s growth 
community-driven effort needed

DOAB globally 
develop trust-based networks
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Thank you

This presentation is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
Logos and symbols used in this presentation may be subject to other licences.

Niels Stern, Managing Director
stern@oapen.org

https://oapen.org 
https://doabooks.org

@OAPENbooks | @DOABooks  @nielsstern

@nielsstern@mastodon.social 

On the history of OAPEN and DOAB:
Open access to Books—The Perspective of a non-profit 
Infrastructure Provider 
Journal of Electronic Publishing, 2023, 
https://doi.org/10.3998/jep.3303

Celebrating DOAB 10 years anniversary:
Towards Global Equity for Open Access Books, 
Scholarly Kitchen blog post

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.3998/jep.3303
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2023/06/14/guest-post-towards-global-equity-for-open-access-books/
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