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Scholarly Communication - Challenges

• Researchers, in the Global South, face 
barriers to accessing and publishing researchInclusivity

• Need for diverse voices and perspectives in 
academic publishingDiversity

• Transparent publishing practicesTransparency



Diamond Open Access?

"Diamond Open Access refers to scholarly publishing models that 
provide unrestricted and free access to research publications”

Core principles:
Non-commercialism

Open availability



Journal of 
Horticultural 
Sciences

Case Study



• Journal of Horticultural Sciences

• Print ISSN 0973-354X

• Online ISSN 2582-4899

• Published biannually since June 2006 

• Society for Promotion of Horticulture

• ICAR-Indian Institute of Horticultural Research

• Bengaluru 560089, India



AmeliCA/Redalyc
Initiative

• Mission:  To promote non-commercial 
open access

• Core values: inclusiveness, 
collaboration, capacity building, and 
advocacy

Founding institutions:
Autonomous University of the State of Mexico, University of Antioquia & National University of La Plata



AmeliCA - India

• Training course on 
markup tool AmeliCA
XML (October 2019)

• Working Meeting 15th & 
30th Jan 2020

http://amelica.org/index.php/en/india-en/



Scientific Information System Redalyc

https://www.redalyc.org/



https://www.redalyc.org/



https://www.redalyc.org/



Equivalence with Commercial Models

Community-led initiatives can compete with traditional commercial 
publishing models

Quality and impact of research published through Diamond Open 
Access

These initiatives can offer a viable alternative without compromising 
on standards



Scholarly Society Support

COMMUNITY-LED INITIATIVES 
& SCHOLARLY SOCIETIES

ALIGN WITH THE VALUES OF 
SCHOLARLY SOCIETIES

COLLABORATION BETWEEN 
SOCIETIES



Achieving Global Visibility

Non-commercial Diamond Open Access

Help countries in the Global South gain global visibility and 
recognition

Helps the research from the Global South in contributing to the 
global knowledge commons



Publishers in 
JHS



Journal of Horticultural Sciences Indexing

http://agris.fao.org/agris-search/index.do
http://aura.amelica.org/detalle-revista.html?cveRevista=1179
https://doaj.org/toc/2582-4899
https://www.redalyc.org/
https://www.cabi.org/wp-content/uploads/Accepted-journal-titles-and-issn-by-subject-report-Jan_2022.pdf
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100930075
https://www.worldcat.org/title/journal-of-horticultural-sciences/oclc/1120137068
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=0973-354X&hide_exact_match_fl=true&utm_source=mjl&utm_medium=share-by-link&utm_campaign=search-results-share-this-journal


Scholarly Works Over Time

https://www.lens.org/



Most Active Authors

https://www.lens.org/



https://www.lens.org/



Country Documents

India 281
Philippines 3

Nigeria 2
Pakistan 2

United States 2
Australia 1
Italy 1

Kenya 1
Korea, Republic of 1

Mexico 1
Peru 1
Taiwan 1

https://www.lens.org/



Documents Citing Articles from JHS

40% from Abroad (n=543)

https://www.lens.org/



Top Cited Scholarly Works

https://www.lens.org/



Government Investment

• STIP 2020 for increased support to the Indian Journals
• 1.6 Indian Journals: Proactive steps will be taken to improve awareness and 

visibility of Indian journals, and where required, will facilitate the creation of 
digital versions of print journals to make them more accessible to the 
international scientific community. Concentrated efforts will also be made to 
prevent the publication of fake journals.

• Diamond Open Access initiatives
• The Indian Council of Agricultural Research - ePubs platform using Open 

Journal System is supporting the Scholarly Societies in National Agricultural 
Research System in flipping print only to online and open access. 

• There is huge potential for fostering greater collaboration among 
stakeholders



https://epubs.icar.org.in/index.php/



Conclusion

• Scholarly Societies should see the potential of Diamond Open Access.

• Its very import that inclusivity and collaboration should be part of the 
scholarly communications.

• Call to action for a more equitable academic publishing landscape
• Delhi Declaration Call on Open Access

• DORA Declaration

• UNESCO Open Science



Questions & Discussion

Thank you

@SridharGutam
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