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moving to linked data

• moving from static HTML to dynamic, 
responsive site

• introducing linked data to power content 
aggregations around related topics

• starting to embed linked open data in 
every page as RDFa

• using the IPTC rNews vocabulary to 
describe contnet in a machine-readable 
way



impact on journalists

• annotating (“tagging”) 
content with topics 

• tool embedded into existing 
CMS

• concept extraction/NLP for 
topic suggestion

• journalists accept/reject 
suggested topics for 
annotation



pilot - local indexes



learning from the pilot

• generally - it works

• but duplication for 
big events

• also need pinning

• concept extraction 
poor

• journalists gaming 
the system



corenews model



pilot - publishing RDFa
• using RDFa + rNews to embed machine-

readable metadata in article source code

• discoverability: rich snippets + better 
ranking

• publish Linked Open Data: 
<articleURI> rdf:type rnews:Article
<articleURI> rnews:about <thingURI>
etc...





learning from the pilot



learning from the pilot



next steps

• rolling out tagging to journalists 
throughout BBC News

• making better use of rNews/RDFa - full 
mark-up integration

• piloting the use of organising content by 
storylines



more info

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet/post
s/News-Linked-Data-Ontology

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/ontologies/news/20
13-05-01.shtml

• jeremy.tarling@bbc.co.uk

• twitter: @jeremytarling

http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet/posts/News-Linked-Data-Ontology
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet/posts/News-Linked-Data-Ontology
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ontologies/news/2013-05-01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ontologies/news/2013-05-01.shtml
mailto:jeremy.tarling@bbc.co.uk


BBC News Labs
At ISKO



BBC News Labs

• Explore opportunities for BBC News

• Using real data

• Prototype quickly

• …which is normally hard in big Orgs…



Unlocking the Data in BBC News

• All we have is a bunch of articles...

• What does a “tagged” world looks like?

• The Juicer does [badly] what Journalists will do

1

Grab
BBC News 

& Sport 
Articles

2

Extract 
Concepts

3

Match to 
DBpedia

4

Annotate 
Article

5

Push to 
Triplestore

6

Expose 
via 
API

The News Juicer



Demo

• Juicer : http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/

• Person : 
http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/demo/perso
n?q=Andy_Murray

• Place : 
http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/demo/place
?q=Cheshire

• News Near Me : 
http://newsnearme2.herokuapp.com/

http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/
http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/demo/person?q=Andy_Murray
http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/demo/person?q=Andy_Murray
http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/demo/place?q=Cheshire
http://staging.juicer.bbcnewslabs.co.uk/demo/place?q=Cheshire
http://newsnearme2.herokuapp.com/


Next

• “Juice” more of BBC Archive

• Build prototypes

• See what works

• Storyline : News Org Partnerships



More info

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet/post
s/BBC-News-Lab

• Matt.shearer@bbc.co.uk

• twitter: @completedespair

• @BBC_News_Labs

http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet/posts/BBC-News-Lab
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet/posts/BBC-News-Lab
mailto:jeremy.tarling@bbc.co.uk


In case network blows up
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