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A proposal for evaluating 
text editing approaches

A platform prototype for 
editing scholarly editions

Evaluation Framework CoPhi Editor

Objective
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Context: Greek Schools

ERC 885222-GreekSchool
The greek philosophical schools according to Europe’s 
earliest history of philosophy

New edition

Other sources

CoPhi Editor

A new critical edition of Philodemus’ Arrangement of the Philosophers
● read the text hidden in the papyri with non invasive techniques 
● improve the critical text 
● produce an open-access digital scholarly edition
● engage the scientific community in an ongoing and online collaborative review 

of the critical edition
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State of the art

Canonical Text Services (CTS)

CollateX Bamboo IntereditionDiXiT

Distributed Text Services (DTS)
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And more…
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Distance from the usual work 
paradigm

Editing approaches evaluation

Familiarity

Information coverage and 
expressivity

Completeness

Syntactic and semantic 
disambiguation and validation

Consistency

Amount of required training or 
cognitive effort

Transparency

Formalisation size 
(the smaller the better)

Compactness

Machine computability or 
functional improvement

Actionability
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Example of evaluation of our case 
study

Word processor Structured text GUI-centric DSL-based

Familiarity ✔ ✔

Transparency ✔ ✔ ✔

Completeness ✔ ✔ ✔

Compactness ✔ ✔

Consistency ✔ ✔

Actionability ✔ ✔ ✔
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Il processo di definizione e 
disambiguazione dei concetti si realizza 
in un lessico condiviso (ubiquitous 
lexicon) tra esperti del dominio filologico 
e esperti informatici.

b := version.select(version.BASE)
baseDocument := getDoc(witness, b)
word := baseDocument

.Stream(granularity.Leaf)

.At(“3”)
wordString := word.String()

Version b = VersionManager
.select(Version.BASE);
Witness baseDocument = Witness.getDoc(b);
Source word = baseDocument

.getStream(Granularity.LEAF)

.positionAt(“3”);
String wordString = word.toString();
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Domain Driven Design: 
Ubiquitous Language
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Domain Driven Design: 
Bounded context
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CoPhi Editor
● Collaborative Web platform
● Domain agnostic
● based on Domain Specific Languages
● (not only) Papyrological Scholarly Editions authoring
● Dynamic layout
● Compliant with

○ XML/TEI
○ IIIF
○ REST
○ CTS/DTS
○ Web Annotation Data Model

● Ongoing collaborative review
● Intelligent search 
● Work unit with “infinite” granularity
● Interactive consistency checks and suggestions
● Microservice architecture
● Single sign-on
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Demo
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvjQJ1a4oF0
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Feedback is very 
appreciated
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