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An old missionary student of China once remarked that Chinese 
history is “remote, monotonous, obscure, and worst of all there 
is too much of it.” China has the longest continuous history of 
any country in the world—3,500 years of written history. And 
even 3,500 years ago China's civilization was old!  
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My third book, Journey to the West: Stories of Animalism, Vernacular Quest, 
and ‘Oriental China’ (New Mexico Tech) is a critical examination of the 
Russian Order of the Moscow Patriarchate (Русская православная 
церковь) and an extended account of the legendary pilgrimage to the 
"Western Regions"—geography and economy of "Slav and Slavic 
Romanticism" in and between the places along the route.  
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