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Bioscience

Research Context and Challenge New Lab Method: Capture Fungal Remains

Decomposition: It's a Dirt-y Job

EPIC Bioscience: Collections Data in Education
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Specimens: Soil fungal remains.

Rationale: Fungi is an unexplored kingdom (~1% known
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Investigation begins with a learn-by-doing game on decomposition times.
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Students sort fungal remains to assess abundance and diversity in samples.
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Collections Challenge - New Lab Method Needed
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Students sort soil samples by color and infer fungal abundance.

Tested samples & Key Findings Conclusions

We tested our method in sedimentary superficial samples of North and South America. Using museum collections as a resource to educate middle school students

- provides them with the opportunity to use research-driven approaches,
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Traditional protocols to prepare Non-Pollen Palynomorphs (NPP’s) in palynology

| Meliola.sp | ) . o Neirocspors can degrade fungi. The new laboratory protocol allows for the recovery of fungal
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San Diego Lagoon (Samana, Colombia) fungal remains that serve as an indicator of disturbances. Some of these are linked to landscape herbivores around the lake.
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