
Interna
Letters

 

S

 

Stu
Dis

1 R

2Sr
1, 3 Dep

 

Type of
Type of
DOI: ht
 
 

 

 

 

 

Interna
 

 © Srin

 

This w
Internat
Disclaim
(S.P.), I
opinion
content 
 

Aitha
Nonli
Intern
Appli
DOI: 

ational Jou
s (IJAEML

Shubrajyots

udy of
sperse 

Shu

Research Sc

rinivas Insti
pt. of Chemi

f the Paper
f Review: P
ttp://dx.doi.

ational Jou

ivas Publica

work is lic
tional Licen
mer: The s
India are th

ns of the S.
to any part

l, Shubrajy
inearity in 
national Jou
ied), 1(1), 1
http://dx.do

urnal of App
L), ISSN: Ap

sna Aithal e

f Third
Oran

ubrajyotsn

holar, Dept

itute of Man
istry, Sriniv

r: Research 
Peer Review
org/ 

urnal of App

ation, India

censed und
nse subject t
scholarly p
he views an
.P. The S.P
ty. 

yotsna., Ait
Disperse 

urnal of App
8-35.  

oi.org/ 

plied Engin
pplied, Vol

et al,  (2017)

d Ord
nge-25 

using

na Aithal

t. of Chemis
Andh

nagement S
vas Institute

E-mail: p

Paper. 
wed.  

plied Engin

. 

der a Crea
to proper ci
apers as re

nd opinions 
P. disclaims

How t
thal, P. S., 
Orange-25

pplied Engin

neering and
l. 1, No. 1, 2

);   www.sr

er Op
Dye-d

g CW L
 
 

l1, P. S. Ai

stry, Rayala
hra Pradesh,
Studies, Pan
e of Technol
psaithal@gm

neering and

ative Comm
tation to the

eviewed and
of their res

s of any ha

to Cite this 
& Bhat, 

5 Dye-dope
neering and

d Managem
2017.

inivaspublic

tical N
doped 
Laser

ithal2, and

aseema Univ
, India 

ndeshwar, M
logy, Valac
mail.com 

d Managem

 

mons Attri
e publicatio
d published
spective aut
arm or loss

Paper: 
G. K. (201
ed Polyme
d Managem

ment 

cation.com 

Nonlin
Polym

d G. K. B

versity, Kur

Mangalore – 
chil, Mangal

ment Letter

ibution-Non
on source of
d by the Sr
thors and ar
s caused du

17). Study 
er Films u
ent Letters 

SR
PUBLI

nearity
mer Fil

Bhat3 

rnool -5180

575001, In
lore, 57414

rs (IJAEML

n Commerc
f the work.  
rinivas Publ
re not the v

ue to the pu

of Third O
using CW 

(IJAEML),

RINIVAS  
ICATION

PAGE 18
 

y in  
lms 

07,  

ndia 
3, India 

L) 

cial 4.0 

lications 
views or 
ublished 

Optical 
Laser. 

 (ISSN 



International Journal of Applied Engineering and Management 
Letters (IJAEML), ISSN: Applied, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2017.

SRINIVAS  
PUBLICATION

 

Shubrajyotsna Aithal et al,  (2017);   www.srinivaspublication.com PAGE 19
 

 

Study of Third Order Optical Nonlinearity in  
Disperse Orange-25 Dye-doped Polymer Films using CW 

Laser 
 

Shubrajyotsna Aithal1, P. S. Aithal2, and G. K. Bhat3 

1 Research Scholar, Dept. of Chemistry, Rayalaseema University, Kurnool -518007,  
Andhra Pradesh, India 

2Srinivas Institute of Management Studies, Pandeshwar, Mangalore – 575001, India 
1, 3 Dept. of Chemistry, Srinivas Institute of Technology, Valachil, Mangalore, 574143, India 

E-mail: psaithal@gmail.com 

ABSTRACT 
The organic materials with ability of self-focussing/defocusing through their light intensity-
dependent refractive index and phase shift properties are potential materials in all-optical 
photonic devices have become interesting topic of continuous research. Several organic 
materials including dye-doped polymer films are attracting many researchers due to their 
advantages in terms of enhanced efficiency, and acceptable mechanical properties to fabricate 
useful devices. In this paper, we have reported the nonlinear optical properties like nonlinear 
absorption and nonlinear refraction of an organic dye Disperse Orange-25 (DO-25) doped in 
Polymethyl methacrylate-methacrylic acid (PMMA-MA) polymer matrix using open aperture 
and closed aperture Z-scan experimental methods by means of low power continuous wave 
(CW) laser beam. The optical limiting properties of these films are also studied using Type 1 
and Type 2 configurations at different input powers using continuous wave (CW) laser beams 
of 532 nm wavelength. The nonlinear refractive index n2, nonlinear absorption coefficient β, 
changes in refractive index with input intensity, and the magnitude of third-order optical 
nonlinearity of the dye-doped film are experimentally determined. The saturated output 
power for type 1 and type 2 optical limiting are determined. The input limiting threshold and 
saturated output power level for both type 1 and type 2 optical limiting configurations are 
recorded. DO-25 dye-doped in PMMA-MA polymer film has shown saturation absorption at 
lower input irradiance and reverse saturation absorption at higher input irradiance and hence 
found to be a potential candidate for the third harmonic property based photonic devices.  
 
Keywords: Organic Nonlinear material, Dye-doped polymer films, Optical limiting, Open 
and closed aperture Z scan. DO-25 doped PMMA-MA films. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The organic materials with ability of self-focussing/defocusing through their light intensity-dependent 
refractive index and phase shift properties are potential materials in all-optical photonic devices have 
become interesting topic of continuous research. Several organic materials including dye-doped 
polymer films are attracting many researchers due to their advantages in terms of enhanced efficiency, 
and acceptable mechanical properties to fabricate useful devices [1-4]. Many research results have 
been published on different organic nonlinear optical materials which include molecular single 
crystals, organic molecules in solution forms, and organic dyes and organometallics doped in different 
solid matrices. The mechanisms like Reverse Saturation Absorption (RSA), Two-Photon Absorption 
(TPA), nonlinear refraction, nonlinear scattering, and thermal nonlinearity are used in organic 
materials for optical power limiting. Similarly, the optical phase conjugation through four-wave 
mixing is demonstrated in some of the gases, organic and inorganic crystals, and films using both 
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          --------   (2) 

The linear absorption coefficient and refractive index are shown in Table 1.  
The absorption spectra of the thin DO-25 dye-doped films is shown in figure 3 infer that transmission 
through these films is relatively low at below band gap region, indicating a high concentration of 
defects, free carriers. The transmittance increases abruptly in the short wavelengths which are due to 
the band edge absorption. A sudden increase at a particular wavelength indicates the presence of 
optical band gap in these samples. The incoming photons get sufficient energy to excite electrons 
from the valence band to the conduction band, which results in strong absorption in dye samples. The 
optical absorption edge is determined by the optical absorption, a simple and common method used 
that provides an explanation for the features concerning the band structure of the films [13-15]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Absorption spectra of the thin DO-25 dye-doped films 
Table 2: Physical parameters and Linear Absorption properties of DO-25 dye-doped film. 
S. No. Parameter/Property DO-25  

in PMMA-MA 
1 Linear absorption range (bandwidth) 100 nm 
2 Linear absorption peak (nm)  468 nm 
3 Linear Transmission Range (nm) 530 – 1,600 
4 Linear Transmittance (T) at 532 nm 0.6 
5 Linear absorption coefficient (α0) at 532 nm -0.0510786 
6 Linear Refractive index (n0) at 532 nm 2.999 
7 Dye concentrations in prepared films 1 mM, 2 mM, & 5 mM 
8 Dye concentration in the solution (Chloroform) 0.0001 mol/L 
9 Film Thickness 10 μm 
10 Single photon florescence Peak  Not applicable 

3. NONLINEAR OPTICAL PROPERTIES OF DO-25 

3.1 Nonlinear Absorption Study (Open Aperture Z-Scan) :  :  
The block diagram of the experimental setup used for the open aperture Z-scan study of DO-25 doped 
in PMMA-MA film is shown in figure 3. The CW diode laser of wavelength 532 nm (30 mW Green 
Light Line) is used as the excitation source and the Gaussian beam is focused by means of a 3.5 cm 
focal length convex lens (L1), which produced a beam waist ω0 of 15 μm. The peak intensity of the 
incident laser beam is calculated as I0 = 3:5 kW/cm2 and the diffraction length (ZR) is calculated as 2.5 
mm. The input power adjusted and noted by means of a convex lens (L3), Photo detector (P.D.1) and 
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digital power meter assembly. The DO-25 dye-doped polymer sample is translated across the focal 
region of lens L1 along the axial direction that is the direction of the propagation of the laser beam. 
The transmitted beam is collected by means of a convex lens (L2) and the output intensity is measured 
using photo detector (P.D.2) fed to the digital power meter. The experimental setup used in the open 
aperture Z-scan is not sensitive to nonlinear refraction and hence can be used to determine the 
nonlinear absorption cross section of the materials. Such open aperture Z-scan trace is expected to be 
symmetric with respect to the focus where Z = 0, and at the focus, the minimum transmittance (e.g., 
multi-photon absorption/reverse saturation absorption) or a maximum transmittance (e.g., saturation 
of absorption) occurs. The nonlinear absorption coefficient (β) can be estimated from Z-scan 
transmittance curve (Eq. 3). The Z- scan experiment is performed for DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA 
polymer films of the dye concentration 1mM, 2mM, and 5 mM using 532 nm laser beam at 10mW, 20 
mW and 30 mW. The results are depicted in Fig. 4, to Fig. 6 respectively.  
 

 
Figure 3: Experimental setup for open aperture Z scan for DO-25 samples. 
 

 
Figure 4: CW Open aperture Z-scan plot of DO-25 at different dye concentrations using 532 nm, 10 
mW laser beams. 
In Z-scan open aperture graph, the dye sample DO-25 has shown a decrease in transmittance with an 
increase in irradiance/input intensity due to reverse saturation absorption [16-17]. It is seen from the 
Z-scan plot that the DO-25 shows strong saturable absorption at low input intensity of laser beam. 
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Figure 5: CW Open aperture Z-scan plot of DO-25 at different dye concentrations using 532 nm, 20 
mW laser beams. 
 

 
Figure 6 : CW Open aperture Z-scan plot of DO-25 at different dye concentrations using 532 nm, 30 
mW laser beam. 
From the open aperture Z-scan, it is observed that due to nonlinear absorption, the transmittance of 
the DO-25 film is increased initially with an increase in intensity due to saturation of absorption and 
as input power increases, the saturation absorption (SA) is overtaken by reverse saturation absorption 
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(RSA) as seen in figure 6. Such transformation from saturation absorption to reverse saturation 
absorption can be utilized as a principle for the construction of optical switches as well as optical 
limiters.   
Based on open aperture Z-scan plots of DO-25 for different concentrations and at different input 
power, it is observed that: 
(i) At low input power, saturation absorption (SA) increased with increase in the concentration of dye 
in the sample.  
(ii) At the higher intensity of input light, DO-25 has shown reverse saturation absorption (RSA) so 
that saturation absorption (SA) of the sample is decreased.  
From the graphs (figure 5 and figure 6), reverse saturable absorption (RSA) is seen in the open 
aperture Z-scan trace for DO-25 dye doped in PMMA-MA film as it shows minimum transmittance 
with increase in intensity of input laser beam. The nonlinear absorption coefficient β can be estimated 
from the open aperture Z-scan data, where   
β = (2√2 ΔT) / (I0Leff) ----- (3) 
Here, I0 is the intensity at the focal spot and is given by  
 2 /   --------- (4)  
The effective length of the sample can be determined from the formula  

1 /  ------- (5)  
For low input intensity, the transmittance increases with the increase in excitation intensity and has a 
maximum value at the focus. As input power is increased, the sample has shown a decrease in 
transmittance which is the signature of reverse saturation absorption according to Sheik-Bahae’s 
theory [18-19]. When reverse saturation absorption occurs, the absorption coefficient β is no longer a 
constant. Instead, it becomes a function of the excitation intensity as in the relation,   
α = α0  + Iβ -------  (6) 
here, α is the total absorption coefficient of the material, α0 is the linear absorption coefficient of the 
material, β is the nonlinear absorption coefficient of the material, and I  is the input intensity of the 
laser beam.   
By considering only third-order nonlinearities in the sample, the total refractive index of the sample 
(n) becomes:   
n = n0 + n2 I.       --------   (7) 
where Δn = n2 I is change in refractive index, n0 is the linear refractive index of the sample, n2 is the 
nonlinear refractive index for third-order nonlinear sample, and I is the input intensity of the laser 
beam. 
Reverse saturable absorption is seen in the open aperture Z-scan trace for DO-25 dye in PMMA-MA 
matrix as it shows minimum transmittance. The nonlinear absorption coefficient β can be estimated 
from the open aperture Z-scan data using eq. (3). The transmittance increases with the increasing 
input intensity and has a maximum value at the focus where Z=0, which is the sign of saturation 
absorption according to Sheik-Bahae’s theory. In eq. (3), ΔT is maximum transmittance at the focus 
(at Z = 0). When saturation absorption occurs, the absorption coefficient α will not become a constant. 
Instead, it will become a function of the excitation intensity as in the relation,  α = α0  + Iβ where α0 is 
the linear absorption coefficient and β is its nonlinear counterpart. The experimental values of 
nonlinear absorption coefficient β at different dye concentrations for DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA 
films at 20 mW input power are listed in table 3. 
Table 3 : Nonlinear absorption coefficient values for DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA film. 
Wavelength 
(nm) 

Concentration ΔT I0 (KW/cm2) β 
(cm/W)× 10-3 

532 1 mM 0.14 3.5 -0.74 
532 2 mM 0.11 3.5 -0.88 
532 5 mM 0.092 3.5 -1.13 

3.2 Nonlinear Refraction Study (Closed Aperture Z-Scan) :  
The experimental set-up used for the closed aperture Z-scan measurement is same as the setup used 
for open aperture Z-scan except for the output beam from the dye sample is collected through an 
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aperture of a fixed hole size instead of collecting entire output beam through collecting lens L2. The 
diode laser of wavelength 532 nm (BeamQ 30 mW Green Light Line) is used as the excitation source 
and the Gaussian beam is focused by means of a 3.5 cm focal length convex lens (L1), which 
produced a beam waist ω0 of 15 μm. The peak intensity of the incident laser beam is calculated as I0 = 
3:5 kW/cm2 and the diffraction length (ZR) is calculated as 2.5 mm. The schematic of the 
experimental setup used is shown in figure 7. The dye sample is translated across the axial focal 
region along the direction of the propagation laser beam. The transmitted laser beam through an 
aperture placed in the far field is measured using photo detector fed to the digital power meter. The 
closed aperture Z-scan plot between Z in mm and normalized transmittance for different dye 
concentrations is shown in figure 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7: Experimental setup for closed aperture Z scan for DO-25 sample film. 

 
Figure 8: Closed-aperture CW Z-Scan with both refractive and absorptive nonlinearity at 532 nm for 
DO-25 (20 mW). 
The normalized transmittance curve obtained from the closed aperture Z-scan data contains a positive 
peak followed by a negative valley, which indicates that the sign of the refraction nonlinearity is 
negative, i.e. the dye sample shows self-defocusing nonlinearity. This self-defocusing effect is mainly 
due to the local changes in the refractive index with variation in temperature. It can be argued that the 
defocusing effect for the dye in polymer film shown in figure 5.8 is attributed to a thermal 
nonlinearity resulting from the absorption of radiation at 532 nm. From the normalized nonlinear 
refraction graph, the measurable quantity ΔTp–v can be defined as the difference between the 
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normalized peak and valley transmittances. Since the closed aperture transmittance is affected by the 
nonlinear refraction and nonlinear absorption, to determine nonlinear refractive coefficient, it is 
necessary to separate the nonlinear refraction effect from nonlinear absorption effect. As per Sheik-
Bahae [20-21], an effective method to obtain purely nonlinear refractive index n2 is to divide the 
closed aperture transmittance data by the corresponding open aperture scan data. The Z-scan curve for 
pure nonlinear refraction for 5 mM concentration DO-25 dye doped sample is shown in figure 9 at the 
input laser beam intensity of 20 mW. Experimentally determined nonlinear refractive index n2 and 
nonlinear absorption coefficient β can be used to calculate the absolute value of the third-order 
nonlinear optical susceptibility [22-23].  
In order to know the contribution from pure PMMA-MA polymer film to the observed nonlinear 
response, the Z-scan is performed on pure film without doping DO-25 dye. Neither nonlinear 
absorption nor nonlinear refraction is observed. The nonlinear refractive index n2 can be calculated 
using the Eq. (8). The experimental values of nonlinear phase shift and nonlinear refractive index for 
DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA film are listed in Table 4.  
 

 
Figure 9: Closed-aperture CW Z-Scan with pure refractive nonlinearity at 532 nm for DO-25  
(20 mW). 

The nonlinear refractive index n2 can be calculated using the formula n2 = 
∆∅ 

  ------   (8)  

and  |∆∅|  ΔT(p-v)  /[0.406 (1-S)0.25]  ---------   (9)   
where ΔTp-v is the peak-valley transmittance difference from the closed aperture plot, |∆∅ | is the on 
axis nonlinear phase–shift and S is the aperture linear transmittance given by S = [1-exp( 2 /  
where ra is the aperture radius and wa is the beam radius at the aperture.  S=1 for open aperture 
configuration and S is adjusted to 0.5 for our closed aperture configurations. In Eq. (8), I0 is the 
intensity at the focal spot as per Eq. (4) and Leff is the effective length of the sample and is given by 
Eq. (5). 
The change in refractive index Δn can be calculated using the formula,  
Δn = n2I0   -------  (10). 
Table 4 : Nonlinear refractive index and nonlinear phase shift for DO-25 film. 
Wavelength 
(nm) 

Concentration ΔTp-v I0 KW/cm2 ∆∅  n2 (cm2/W) 
× 10-8 

532 1 mM 0.38 3.5 1.113 -3.25 
532 2 mM 0.65 3.5 1.904 -5.57 
532 5 mM 1.0  3.5 2.929 -8.36 
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3.3 Third-order Nonlinear Optical Susceptibility |(3)| : 
The Z- scan plot of DO-25 dye in PMMA-MA polymer film, show a pre-focal transmittance 
maximum (peak) followed by a post-focal transmittance minimum (valley). This indicates that DO-25 
has a negative non-linearity due to self-defocussing. Self-defocussing is due to variation in refractive 
index with the nonlinear absorption and thermal lensing effect. The nonlinear refractive index n2 can 
be calculated using the Eq. (8) and change in refractive index, Δn can be calculated using Eq. (10). 
Experimentally determined nonlinear refractive index n2 can be used to find the real part of the third-
order nonlinear optical susceptibility [ 3] according to the following relation [24-25]. 

Re (3) = |3|  = 
    

   (cm2/W)   ---------  (11)  

Experimentally determined nonlinear absorption coefficient β can be used to find the imaginary part 
of the third-order nonlinear optical susceptibility [ 3] according to the following relation  

Im (3) =  
      

    (cm2/W)   ---------  (12)  

The absolute value of the third-order nonlinear optical susceptibility is given by the relation 
| 3| =  [(Re (3) )2 + (Im (3) )2] ½    --------- (13) 
Where 0 is the vaccum permitivity and C is the light velocity in vacuum.     
The nonlinear parameters, such as nonlinear refractive index (n2), change in refractive index (Δn), the 
nonlinear absorption coefficient (α) and nonlinear susceptibility ((3)) are calculated and listed in 
Table 5.  
Table 5: Third harmonic susceptibility of DO-25 film. 
Wavelength 
(nm) 

Concentration  n2 (cm2/W) 
× 10-8 

Δn 
(× 10-4) 

[ 3] (esu) 
× 10-6 

 
532 

1 mM - 3.25 -1.138 5.69 
2 mM - 5.57 -1.950 7.45 
5 mM - 8.36 -2.926 9.73 

4. CW OPTICAL LIMITING STUDY 

The optical limiting effect of the DO-25 dye-doped polymer film is studied by means of a 30 mW CW 
semiconductor laser beam at 532 nm (30 mW Green Light Laser). Two experimental set-ups are used 
for the demonstration of optical limiting. In the first experimental setup, the dye sample is placed in 
the focus of the focusing lens L1 of Z-scan setup. The emergent beam from the dye sample is 
collected to a photo detector by means of a collecting lens L2 to measure the output power. By fixing 
the sample position at the focus, the input power is varied and output power is noted. Such 
experimental setup is named as Optical limiting without an aperture or Type 1 optical limiting. This 
type of optical limiting study will take care of nonlinear absorption property of the dye sample. In the 
second experimental setup, an aperture of fixed hole size is used between the dye sample and the 
collecting lens & photo detector. The DO-25 dye film is kept at a point along the beam axis where the 
transmitted light intensity shows a valley in closed aperture Z-scan curve [26-28]. The input intensity 
of laser beam is varied and the corresponding output intensity is noted by a photo detector power 
meter assembly. Such experimental setup is named as Optical limiting with an aperture or Type 2 
optical limiting. This type of optical limiting study will take care of nonlinear refraction property of 
the dye sample. 
Case (1): Optical Limiting without Aperture (Type 1) : 
The pure nonlinear absorption property of the dye sample is measured using this method of optical 
limiting without aperture at the output side (Type-1 optical limiting). The entire light beam 
transmitted through the sample is focused by a collecting lens to the photo detector-power meter 
assembly. The optical limiting effects of the DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA films are studied by using 
a CW laser source (30 mW Green Light Laser). The experimental set-up for the demonstration of 
type-1 optical limiting is shown in figure 10. The dye sample is kept fixed at the focal point of a 
convex lens L1 of open aperture Z-scan setup. A variable beam splitter (VBS) is utilized to change the 
input power. By means of a convex lens, the output light beam is made to fall on the photo detector 
(PD). The input light intensity is increased systematically and the corresponding output intensity is 
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measured by a photo detector. The output power is measured using a power meter. The experiment is 
performed at different input power and the corresponding output power of transmitted beam is noted 
and a graph is drawn between input power and output power for different dye concentrations and is 
shown in figure 11.  

 
Figure 10 : Experimental setup for Optical limiting (Type 1) due to pure absorptive nonlinearity. 
 
In this case, the intensity of the transmitted output beam from the DO-25 dye-sample is observed to 
change linearly at lower values of the input intensity but observed to saturate at higher incident 
intensities due to nonlinear reverse saturation absorption and thermal lensing. Hence, after a certain 
threshold value of the input intensity, the nonlinear absorption of the DO-25 dye sample becomes 
dominant, resulting in the limiting of the intensity of output beam. Thus the transmittance recorded by 
the photo detector remained reasonably constant showing a saturation region in the graph. 

 
Figure 11: Open aperture (Type 1) Optical limiting behavior of DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA film 
at CW 532 nm. 
 
Case (2) Optical Limiting with Aperture (Type 2) : 
The pure nonlinear refraction property of the dye sample is measured using this method of optical 
limiting with an aperture at the output side (Type-2 optical limiting). The light beam transmitted 
through the sample is passed through an aperture A of fixed diameter and then passed through a 
collecting lens L2 to the photo detector-power meter assembly. The optical limiting effects of the DO-
25 dye-doped PMMA-MA films are studied by using a CW laser source. The experimental set-up for 
the demonstration of type-2 optical limiting is shown in figure 12. The dye sample is kept at the 
position where the transmitted intensity shows a valley in the closed aperture Z-scan curve. The 
experiment is performed at different input power and the corresponding output power of transmitted 
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beam is noted and a graph is drawn between input power and output power for different dye 
concentrations and is shown in figure 13.  
In this case of DO-25 dye sample with defocusing nonlinearity (negative nonlinearity), the intensity of 
transmitted beam at output is observed to change linearly at low values of the input intensity, but 
appears to saturate after a certain threshold value due to the fact that the dye sample starts defocusing 
the transmitting beam, resulting blocking of the part of the beam by the aperture A placed in between 
the dye sample and the collecting lens before the photo-detector. Thus the light intensity received by 
the photo detector remained almost constant showing a saturation region as shown in figure 13. 

 
Figure 12: Experimental setup for closed aperture Optical limiting for DO-25 doped PMMA-MA 
using nonlinear refraction. 
 

 
Figure 13: Closed aperture (Type 2) Optical limiting behavior of DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA film 
at CW 532 nm. 

5. RESULTS & DISCUSSION  

In this section, we have studied the nonlinear optical properties of organic dye material DO-25 in 
PMMA-MA polymer matrix for their nonlinear absorption using open aperture Z-scan, nonlinear 
refraction using closed aperture Z-scan, and for optical limiting using type 1 and type 2 optical 
limiting configurations. Based on our study we observed that the nature of nonlinearity shown by DO-
25 dyes depends on the intensity of input laser light beam. At the lower intensity of input beam, the 
saturation absorption became prominent and with an increase in input intensity further, the excited 
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state absorption in the form of reverse saturation absorption or thermally induced absorption became 
prominent.   
It is also observed from other studies [29-39] that the value of  ΔTp-v has increased in the case of dye-
doped polymer films when compared to the dyes in the solvent. This shows that the change in 
refractive index due to reverse saturation absorption as well as thermal effect in solid media is larger 
compared to that of the liquid media. The heat dissipation rate in the liquid is more than that in the 
film because of the poor thermal conductivity of the polymer film. This leads to increase in 
temperature in solid media compared to temperature rise in liquid media which might increase 
nonlinear absorption. So, the nonlinear refractive index change is more in solid media than in liquid 
media. 
In this study, it is observed that the value of the nonlinear refractive index and nonlinear absorption 
coefficient of DO-25 dye-doped polymer films depends on the concentration of the dyes in the 
polymer film. It is seen that there is an increasing trend in values of n2, β, and |(3)| as the 
concentration increases. This may be explained by the fact that the number of dye molecules increases 
when the concentration increases, more dye molecules get involved in the nonlinear process (two-
photon absorption/reverse saturation) due to thermal agitation resulting in an enhanced effect. Thus Z-
scan measurements indicate that these dyes exhibit large nonlinear optical properties. 
 
Table 6: Nature of Nonlinearity of DO-25 dye samples doped in PMMA-MA polymer films. 
S. No. Dye Medium Nature of Nonlinearity 
1 Disperse Orange DO-25 PMMA-MA polymer 

film 
Negative Nonlinearity 
Defocusing effect 

 
Table 7: Nonlinear parameters for dye-doped samples at 532 nm. 
S. No. Parameter Dye concentration DO-25 
1  β  

(× 10-3)  
(cm/W) 

1 mM -0.74 
2 mM -0.88 
5 mM -1.13 

2 n2 
(× 10-7) (cm

2
/W) 

 

1 mM -0.325 
2 mM -0.557 
5 mM -0.836 

3 Δn = n2I0 
(× 10-4)  

1 mM -1.138 
2 mM -1.950 
5 mM -2.926 

8 |3|  (× 10-6)  (e.s.u.) 1 mM 5.69 
2 mM 7.45 
5 mM 9.73 

 
The mechanism responsible for type 1 optical limiting is mainly attributed to reverse saturation 
absorption in case of DO-25, which further increased with thermally induced nonlinearity. The 
defocusing effect observed in DO-25 dye-doped samples under CW illumination is utilized to 
demonstrate type 2 optical limiting action. Based on their nonlinear refractive index, these dyes in 
PMMA-MA matrix behave as good optical limiters even at low powers. These results are quite 
impressive and encouraging for possible applications in nonlinear optical devices.  
Table 8 lists details on various optical limiting regions in DO-25 dye-doped Polymer films at 532 nm 
CW laser beam. It is found that both type 1 and type 2 optical limiting effects show an increase in 
limiting action with increasing the concentration of the DO-25 dye in the polymer film. The optical 
limiting responses of the low dye concentration films are generally much weaker than those of high 
dye concentrated films. This shows that the number density of dye molecules in the polymer matrix 
along the path of the laser beam is the deciding factor to fix output clamping level.  
 
Table 8: Optical limiting Regions in Dye-doped Polymer films at 532 nm CW laser beam. 



International Journal of Applied Engineering and Management 
Letters (IJAEML), ISSN: Applied, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2017.

SRINIVAS  
PUBLICATION

 

Shubrajyotsna Aithal et al,  (2017);   www.srinivaspublication.com PAGE 31
 

 

S. 
No. 

Sample Dye 
Concentration 

Linear Region 
(mW) 

Active Region 
(mW) 

Saturation 
Region (mW) 

1 DO-25 in 
PMMA-MA 
Type 1 

1 mM 1 – 5 mW 5 – 22 mW 22 mW onwards 
2 mM 1 – 8 mW 8 – 25 mW 25 mW onwards 
5 mM 1 – 10 mW 10 – 27 mW 27 mW onwards 

2 DO-25 in 
PMMA-MA 
 
Type 2 

1 mM 1 – 5 mW 4 – 14 mW 14 mW  
onwards 

2 mM 1 – 8 mW  8 – 11 mW 11 mW 
onwards  

5 mM 1 - 7 mW 7 – 9 mW  9 mW  
onwards  

 
From Table 9, it can be seen that the optical power limiting threshold is inversely proportional to the 
dye concentration in the film. The limiting experiment shows that as the concentration increases, a 
reduction in linear transmittance as well as the output clamping level. The experimentally determined 
optical limiting saturated output power values at different dye concentrations are shown in Table 10. 
The results are comparable to some of the reports of low power optical limiting [40-55]. 
In the case of type 2 optical limiter with aperture, as observed in our experiment and in other 
published results, it is seen that at the valley positions, the limiter works at low input powers as the 
self-focusing/self-defocusing effect is increased by the thermal effect due to the absorptive properties 
of the dye used in polymer matrix. Thus it can be suggested that the best position for a dye sample, 
when used for optical limiting based on Type 2 self-focusing/self-defocusing position is at the valley 
point of the Z-scan curve.  
 
Table 9: Concentration dependence of limiting Input threshold of DO-25 dye-doped in PMMA-MA 
films. 
S. No. Sample Dye 

Concentration  
(mM) 

Type 1 Optical 
Limiting Input 
Threshold (mW) 

Type 2 Optical 
Limiting Input 
Threshold (mW) 

1 DO-25 in 
PMMA-MA 

1 mM 22  15 
2 mM 25   12 
5 mM 27 10 
2 mM 25 17 
5 mM 26 09 

 
Table 10: Concentration dependence of saturated output power in DO-25 dye-doped PMMA-MA 
films. 
S. No. Sample Dye 

Concentration  
(mM) 

Type 1 Optical 
Limiting Saturated 
Output Power (mW) 

Type 2 Optical 
Limiting Saturated 
Output Power (mW) 

1 DO-25 in 
PMMA-MA 

1 mM 5.10 4.0 
2 mM 4.0 3.10 
5 mM 2.92 1.99 

6. CONCLUSION  

The nonlinear absorption, nonlinear refraction properties of DO-25 dye-doped in Polymethyl 
methacrylate methacrylic acid (PMMA-MA) polymer film are studied at low power CW laser beam 
of 532 nm using the Z-scan experimental method. The optical limiting properties of these films are 
also studied by increasing input power at different dye doping concentrations. It is found that the type 
of nonlinear absorption depends on the intensity of input beam.  DO-25 has shown saturation 
absorption at lower input irradiance and reverse saturation absorption at higher irradiance. Optical 
limiting studies using type 1 and type 2 setups is carried out and is found that type 2 has shown better 
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limiting characteristics for DO-25 doped PMMA-MA polymer films. Hence DO-25 dye-doped in 
PMMA-MA polymer film can be a potential candidate for the third harmonic property based photonic 
devices. 
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