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Is the image of a text a text? 
How many in the audience can read this? 

https://whitmanarchive.org/biography/correspondence/tei/loc.01561.html https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35327 



Could this be a scholarly edition? 

• „e-dere“ = publication ✓  

• Scholarly effort ? 

• Relationship between information and noise ? 
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text as idea, intention, meaning, semantics, sense, content 

text as linguistic code, 

as series of words, as 

speech 

text as document: physical, 

material, individual 

text as a visual object, as a 

complex sign 
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 text as a version of ..., as a set of graphs, graphemes, glyphs, 

characters, etc. (... having modes ...) 

text as a work,  

as rhetoric structure 

Follwing Sahle 2013 



Does it happen in real world? 

https://stadtarchiv-archiviostorico.gemeinde.bozen.it/bohisto/Archiv/Handschrift/detail/503-beschaw-des-wassers-an-der-talfer-am-graul-bey-dem-eysack-an-der-talfer-mawr-under-gries./detail-
1.html 



Other than archivists? 

INDXR, Borek et al. 2020 



Other than archivists? 

Ricarda Matheus [2021], http://pellegrini.dhi-roma.it/denqAnima/index.php 



Records of the Imperial Diet 1576 

https://gams.uni-graz.at/context:rta1576 







Other than historians? 
Flüeler: Digital Manuscripts as 
Critical Edition (2015) 
https://schoenberginstitute.or
g/2015/06/30/digital-
manuscripts-as-critical-
edition/ 
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„What‘s in a name?“ 
(Price 2009) 

Reproduction 
of archival 
document 

edition 

database 

archive 
collection 

research 
data 

project 

Słoń 2005, Hlaváček 2006, Kiernan 2006, Sahle 2007, Price 2009, Van Hulle 2009, Pierazza 2011, Bordalejo 2013, Eggert 2017, Dillen 2019, … 



How proto is the proto-edition? 

• DSE is a process not a product. 

• Is the proto-edition just an intermediate step 
in this process? 

• No – you can consider a deep manuscript 
description a proto-edition as well as a 
historical database with links to the archival 
source from which the data is drawn 



Why do historians like this? 

• Some Historians don‘t care for the text: 
unique manuscript source, tradition of 
calendaring, information precedes wording 



This is not a proto-edition 

https://www.archivinformationssystem.at/detail.aspx?ID=4371117 



What about AI? 

Reliability? 

Contextualisation? 

Creation of meaning? 

 

Reproduction Edition? HTR / OCR / NER / structural annotation 

„Artificial Edition“ (Stutzmann at IMC 2019) 



Proto-Edition is … 

• … accepting that the image of a text is a text; 

• … accepting that an edition can provide scholarly 
work with a text without transcribing it; 

• … a close cousin of the artificial edition. 

Georg Vogeler, georg.vogeler@uni-graz.at http://www.i-d-e.de http://informationsmodellierung.uni-graz.at 



References 
• Bordalejo, Barbara. „The Texts We See and the Works We Imagine: The Shift of Focus of Textual Scholarship in the Digital Age“. 

Ecdótica 10 (2013): 64–76. 

• Dillen, Wout. „On Edited Archives and Archived Editions“. International Journal of Digital Humanities 1, Nr. 2 (1. Juli 2019): 263–77. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4. 

• Eggert, Paul. „The archival impulse and the editorial impulse“. In Advances in digital scholarly editing. Papers presented at the DiXiT 
conferences in the Hague, Cologne, and Antwerp, herausgegeben von Peter Boot, Anna Cappellotto, Wout Dillen, Franz Fischer, 
Adhoan Kelly, Alexander Mertgens, Anna-Maria Sichani, Elena Spadini, und Dirk Van Hulle, 121–24. Leiden: Sidestone Press., 2017. 

• Hlaváček, Ivan. „Das Problem der Masse : Das Spätmittelalter“. Archiv für Diplomatik, Schriftgeschichte, Siegel- und Wappenkunde 52 
(2006): 371–93. 

• Kiernan, Kevin S. „Digital Facsimiles in Editing. Some Guidelines for Editors of Image-based Scholarly Editions“. Electronic Textual 
Editing. Hg. von Lou Burnard, Katherine O’Brien O’Keeffe, und John Unsworth, 2006, 256–62. 

• Pierazzo, E. „A Rationale of Digital Documentary Editions“. Literary and Linguistic Computing 26, Nr. 4 (1. Dezember 2011): 463–77. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqr033. 

• Price, Kenneth M. „Edition, Project, Database, Archive, Thematic Research Collection: What’s in a Name?“ Digital Humanities 
Quarterly 3, Nr. 3 (29. September 2009). http://digitalhumanities.org:8081/dhq/vol/3/3/000053/000053.html#. 

• Sahle, Patrick. „Digitales Archiv - Digitale Edition. Anmerkungen zur Begriffsklärung“. In Literatur und Literaturwissenschaft auf dem 
Weg zu den neuen Medien. Eine Standortbestimmung, herausgegeben von Michael Stolz, 64–84, 2007. 

• Sahle, Patrick. Digitale Editionsformen: zum Umgang mit der Überlieferung unter den Bedingungen des Medienwandels. Teil 3: 
Textbegriffe und Recodierung. Schriften des Instituts für Dokumentologie und Editorik 9. Norderstedt: BoD, Books on Demand, 2013. 

• Słoń, Marek. „Zur Edition der Grundbücher einer mittelalterlichen Großstadt. Die Breslauer Schöffenbücher.“ In 
Editionswissenschaftliche Kolloquien 2003-2004, herausgegeben von Matthias Thumser und Janusz Tandecki, 309–22. Toruń, 2005. 

• Van Hulle, Dirk. „Editie en/of Archief: modern manuscripten in een digitale architectuur.“ Verslagen en Mededelingen van de 
Koninklijke Academie voor Nederlandse Taal- en Letterkunde 119, Nr. 2 (2009): 163–78. 

• Vogeler, Georg. „Edition – Protoedition – Reproduktion : Der digitale Wandel“. Geschichte in Wissenschaft und Unterricht 73, Nr. 
9/10 (2022): 498–511. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42803-019-00018-4
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqr033
http://digitalhumanities.org:8081/dhq/vol/3/3/000053/000053.html

