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Wild

Humans

Domesticated

1. Evidence - embodying different contextual 
relations and leading to various phenotypes 
(bodies, movements and rhythms)
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Phenotypes


genotype (G) + environment (E) → phenotype (P)

Refers to an observable trait. "Pheno" means "observe" and 
comes from the same root as the word “phenomenon". It 
covers organism’s morphology ( physical form and structure), 
its developmental processes, its biochemical and 
physiological properties, its behaviour, and the products of 
behaviour.



2. Signal - How social, technological and 
environmental trends are shaping our futures
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Past, present and futures of tomatoes

RETHINKING DATA PRACTICES FOR ECOLOGICAL FUTURES | Youngsil Lee

?

Data

Human 
Relations

Environments

Non-human

Stories 

Imaginations

Enactments

Trends (human-driven)

Reflection

Values

Future tomatoes

Past 

and present

Futures



Speculative + participatory design workshop
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Systemic approach

Farmers

and Gardeners

Scientists Municipality



1. Context mapping 2. Selecting trend(s) 3. Envisioning future tomatoes



“Tomatoes as data, evidence and signal of the physical 
world, help us to feel, question, and imagine unexpected 
encounters, relationships, and flows that exist beyond 
them, serving as an entry point to explore the unknown.


It can unpack challenges and opportunities in designing 
or undesigning for a more-than-human world in practice 
with appreciation, responsibility, and care.” 




Thank you_

ylee2@ed.ac.uk 


Youngsil Lee

mailto:ylee2@ed.ac.uk

