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Scholars from different disciplines come together 
here and rediscover, each for themselves and 

all together, an object under the sign of the 
Digital Humanities: the Moravian knowledge 

archives. With the name chosen for this hub,
Moravian Knowledge Network (MKNetwork), 

they address exactly this interest. The Herrnhutische
Brüdergemeine (Moravian Church) is a global 

community of faith that was founded at the 
beginning of the 18th century and spread 

throughout the world, shaping it and telling 
stories about it in just a few decades. For our

European view of the world, narratives and 
metanarratives of the Moravians play a 

major role. However, they have been gradually 
overwritten in our discourses. These hidden 

and overwritten narratives of the 
Moravians are to be recovered and 

mirrored back into research as 
well as interested public.

https://www.slub-dresden.de/besuchen/ausstellungen-corty-galerie/archiv-der-ausstellungen/ausstellungen-2010/die-welt-in-herrnhut/herrnhut-impressionen
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Pietism is a Protestant renewal movement centered in central Germany (August 
Hermann Francke [1663-1769] and Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf [1700-1760] in 
succession to Philipp Jakob Spener [1635-1705]). The goal is to renew piety within the 
church. Pietism must be thought of in the context of English Puritanism and Dutch 
Calvinism.

Herrnhut is a Pietist community founded by Zinzendorf on 'des Herren Hut' in 
Berthelsdorf in Upper Saxony from 1722; August 13, 1727 is considered the founding 
date of the Herrnhuter Brüdergemeine (Moravian Church). 

Essential is the demarcation from Halle (faith as "Meynungs-Gebäude") and the 
establishment of a "heart religion". The characteristic of herrnhutian piety is the 
Christocentric model of faith.
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Equality

In principle, all believers can be recognized and awakened by God - faith and awakening 
are regarded as signs of God's electing grace. All (awakened) members of the community 
are equal in Christ.
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Peter Isterheld: Blick auf die Orgelempore.  Digitalfotografie, 2001.

8Alexander Lasch · CC BY 4.0 International · @alexanderlasch  · gls-dresden.de



Exploring Moravian (Text) Worlds

9Alexander Lasch · CC BY 4.0 International · @alexanderlasch  · gls-dresden.de



Exploring Moravian (Text) Worlds

MKNetwork

10Alexander Lasch · CC BY 4.0 International · @alexanderlasch  · gls-dresden.de

Introduction
Exploring Moravian (Text) Worlds

Equality

In principle, all believers can be recognized and awakened by God - faith and awakening 
are regarded as signs of God's electing grace. All (awakened) members of the community 
are equal in Christ.

Exclusivity

Awakening experience is considered a prerequisite for admission to the community 
(admission to the Lord's Supper through the institution of the lot), whose members are 
assured by God of eternal life already in this world: predestination.
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Aber die elf Jünger gingen nach Galiläa auf den 
Berg, wohin Jesus sie beschieden hatte. Und als 

sie ihn sahen, fielen sie vor ihm nieder; einige 
aber zweifelten. Und Jesus trat herzu, redete mit 
ihnen und sprach: Mir ist gegeben alle Gewalt im 

Himmel und auf Erden. Darum gehet hin und 
lehret alle Völker: Taufet sie auf den Namen 

des Vaters und des Sohnes und des Heiligen 
Geistes und lehret sie halten alles, was ich 
euch befohlen habe. Und siehe, ich bin bei 

euch alle Tage bis an der Welt Ende.

Mt 28,16-20 (Luther2017)
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Equality

In principle, all believers can be recognized and awakened by God - faith and awakening 
are regarded as signs of God's electing grace. All (awakened) members of the community 
are equal in Christ.

Exclusivity

Awakening experience is considered a prerequisite for admission to the community 
(admission to the Lord's Supper through the institution of the lot), whose members are 
assured by God of eternal life already in this world: predestination.

Reflexivity & Rituality

Members' attitudes are repeatedly (self-)reflected and examined; stabilization of linguistic 
and textual documentation.
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− Records and reports
− Letters
− Church records
− Biographies
− Speeches (Sermons)
− Diaries & Periodicals
− Travel and mission reports
− Cartographic works
− Herbaria
− Translations
− Song collections
− Scholarly writings
− Textbooks
− Grand Narratives
− Losungen [...]

Handwritten 
tradition

Handwritten 
tradition and 

copy for 
distribution

Print
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Pilot of a next-generation agile reference corpus (N-ARC) for the Moravian Knowledge 
Network research hub. 

N-ARC will enable the systematic exploration and processing of research objects from a wide variety of 
scientific perspectives: 

− linguistic-historical, discourse-linguistic, and construction-grammatical, 
− geo-informatic, 
− cultural-historical, regional-historical, 
− landscape-architectural, 
− botanical, 
− theological etc.

In particular, the worldwide archived and in large parts not yet indexed data base promises to apply 
the methods of the Digital Humanities synergetically and to radiate exemplarily in research, teaching 
and CitizenSciences.
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Sachsen.Digital

Deutsches Textarchiv

MKNetwork

https://sachsen.digital/sammlungen
https://www.dwds.de/d/korpora/bruedergemeine
https://dhh.hypotheses.org/


Exploring Moravian (Text) Worlds

MKNetwork

17Alexander Lasch · CC BY 4.0 International · @alexanderlasch  · gls-dresden.de

Moravian Texts 
Exploring Moravian (Text) Worlds

Digitized image

OCR

Text b.) Aus einem Briefe des Br. David Zeisbergers 
in Goshen am Muskingum an Br. Gotthold 
Reichel in Salem am 17ten May 1805.

Training and Ground Truth 

Structure and text 
editing with Larex

German Kurrent 
Podcast
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David Zeisberger's
parents were among the 
first missionaries to 
travel to Georgia. David 
finished his schooling in 
Germany and was 
allowed to join them in 
Georgia in 1738. 

https://umap.openstreetmap.fr/
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In 1739 David moved to Pennsylvania 
and was involved in founding the 
settlements of Nazareth and Bethlehem. 
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„Bruder! Jch sehe; daß du uns, die wir uns die Brüder nennen, noch 
gar nicht kennst, & zwischen uns & den weißen Leuten keinen Unterschied 
machst, welches ich Dir wegen deiner Unwißenheit nicht verarge. 
Daher will ich dir jezo sagen, was wir für ein Volck sind. [...] 
Du must nun nicht denken, daß ich & meine Brüder 
solche Schawonaks sind, wie du sie oft hier siehest. 
Viele weiße Leute wißen & lesen die Schrift, 
& sehen den Willen Gottes gut ein; 
aber nicht alle thun & 
leben darnach.“

Zeisberger, David (1774): Nun folgt noch ein kurzer Bericht von Br. David 
Zeisbergers Reise mit den Indianer Brüdern Isaac u. Wilhelm zu den Shawanosen. 

In: Gemein-Nachrichten. 720-740.
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„Bruder! Jch sehe; daß du uns, die wir uns die Brüder nennen, noch 
gar nicht kennst, & zwischen uns & den weißen Leuten keinen 
Unterschied machst, welches ich Dir wegen deiner Unwißenheit nicht 
verarge. Daher will ich dir jezo sagen, was wir für ein Volck sind. [...] 

Du must nun nicht denken, daß ich & meine Brüder 
solche Schawonaks sind, wie du sie oft hier siehest. 
Viele weiße Leute wißen & lesen die Schrift, 
& sehen den Willen Gottes gut ein; 
aber nicht alle thun & 
leben darnach.“

Zeisberger 1774: 728-730.

The Power Of The Gospel (David Zeisberger Among Native Americans) // Christian 
Schussele (1824–1879)
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“Noch kann ich etwas schreiben und da ist die indianische* Sprache 
meine Hauptbeschäftigung, worin ich immer ein besonderes 
Vergnügen gehabt habe. Das gehört auch dazu: 
eine Sprache zu lernen und je mehr man hineinkommt, 
desto mehr Lust kriegt man.” 

NBG 1806, N°2b: Aus einem Briefe des 
Br. David Zeisbergers aus Goshen am Muskingum.

The Power Of The Gospel (David Zeisberger Among Native Americans) // Christian 
Schussele (1824–1879)
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"Comme Vous continuez toujours à Vous occuper de ces mêmes
objets, je suis convaincu que nous pouvons encore nous attendre à voir paroître des 
travaux qui avanceront essentiellement la connoissance des langues sauvages de 
l'Amérique septentrionale, & j'attends sur tout avec impatience la grammaire de 
Zeisberger.“ Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835) to Peter Stephen Du Ponceau (1760-
1844), 9. April 1823.

Humboldt was convinced that further studies on the 'wild languages' of North America 
would be found, and he awaited Zeisberger's grammar with impatience. But Humboldt 
never held the grammar of Onondagoan - a North Iroquoian language - in his hands, 
which he subsequently asked for several times. 
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https://dhh.hypotheses.org/
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Scholars from different disciplines come together 
here and rediscover, each for themselves and 

all together, an object under the sign of the 
Digital Humanities: the Moravian knowledge 

archives. With the name chosen for this hub,
Moravian Knowledge Network (MKNetwork), 

they address exactly this interest. The Herrnhutische
Brüdergemeine (Moravian Church) is a global 

community of faith that was founded at the 
beginning of the 18th century and spread 

throughout the world, shaping it and telling 
stories about it in just a few decades. For our

European view of the world, narratives and 
metanarratives of the Moravians play a 

major role. However, they have been gradually 
overwritten in our discourses. These hidden 

and overwritten narratives of the 
Moravians are to be recovered and 

mirrored back into research as 
well as interested public.

https://www.slub-dresden.de/besuchen/ausstellungen-corty-galerie/archiv-der-ausstellungen/ausstellungen-2010/die-welt-in-herrnhut/herrnhut-impressionen
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Thank you very 
much for your attention.

We would be very happy 
if you would join us.

https://www.slub-dresden.de/besuchen/ausstellungen-corty-galerie/archiv-der-ausstellungen/ausstellungen-2010/die-welt-in-herrnhut/herrnhut-impressionen
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