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Introduction

With Roberto Busa and the Index Thomisticus, the often cited
legendary origin of the Digital Humanities (Jones 2016) can be
located in Theology. Since then, however, the use of DH approa-
ches in Theology has been relatively absent, especially in compa-
rison to neighboring disciplines in the humanities. Theological re-
searchers usually understand DH as the creation of digital editions
or even identify it with Internet searches (of course, there are ex-
ceptions, e.g., Phillips et al. 2019: 36).

Therefore, we are planning a Compendium of Computational
Theology to show that DH can contribute significantly more to the
routines of theological research. The rough structure of the com-
pendium is quickly described: In the first part, members of the DH
community show potentials and pitfalls of different methods, ap-
proaches and research practices of DH. In the second part, play-
ers from different theological disciplines receive the input from
the DH community and have the task of exploring the potential
for their specific discipline. It quickly became clear that such an
endeavor would involve various challenges that led directly into
the conference theme.

Applicability

If you present the use of computational methods as a new sci-
entific revolution, you are quickly placed in a niche: Much too
technical, this is not adaptable, not very innovative, just a fashion,
etc. Such views are far from extinct in the humanities (e.g., Da
2019). It is therefore important to foreground the concrete appli-
cation reference to demonstrate that it is not about digitization for
its own sake, but rather to focus on discipline-specific questions
that could not be addressed without the use of DH, or only at great
expense. Technical terms must be explained in a glossary or an-
notated index to break down barriers. This way you might also
convince the old guards, who are necessary to finally reach the

students. Without them, DH cannot be established in the long run,
and the lonely revolutionary lacks peers with whom the often col-
laborative techniques of DH can only be realized.

Collaboration

The collaborative ways of working in the DH community are
usually rather unfamiliar to theologians and demand new skills
from them. This is reflected in our compendium as well. They can-
not simply draw from their prior knowledge and stay on their own
in the library, but must engage with specific proposals from the
DH community, discuss and, if necessary, adapt their own draft
in a workshop with the other authors. The result is thus the great
achievement of a community and not a juxtaposition of individual
papers.

Interdisciplinarity

DH is not the only big tent. Theology also has numerous di-
sciplines that require the use of a wide variety of methods (Dal-
ferth 2006). By examining the potential of DH for each theological
discipline, it becomes clear that not every method is suitable for
every field. Through the compendium, theologians can also spe-
cifically examine which DH approaches might even make sense
for their discipline.

Dialogue

In this interdisciplinary as well as international exchange, a ma-
jor challenge already lies in finding a common language. This al-
ready starts with the title: As a Digital Humanist it would be ob-
vious to call the interaction of Theology and DH Digital Theology,
as it is practiced analogously, e.g., in Digital Classics. The term
computational is also subject of controversy. Lang 2020 has poin-
ted out the risk that the term promotes toxic masculinity. There-
fore, it is important to clearly define how we use the term Com-
putational Theology and why we have chosen it. Indeed, Digital
Theology not only refers to the scholarly exploration of its rese-
arch objects using digital methods, but rather the term is associated
with media revolution (Haberer 2015) that takes into account dif-
ferent levels of connection between Digitalisation and Theology
and can include, e.g., the recording of theological podcasts (on the
range of meanings of this term see van Oorschot 2020: 164-165).
To distinguish ourselves from this broad spectrum of meanings,
we created the term Computational Theology to denote the use of
computational methods in theological research in analogy to Com-
putational Humanities, which foregrounds the technical aspect to
distinguish itself from Digital Humanities (Piotrowski 2020). The
term is tailored to the compendium's primary audience, theologi-
ans, so as not to raise false expectations. However, a dedicated
contribution on the genesis and definition of the term also takes
into account other associations of the term that the DH community
might have in mind, while making it clear that we do not exclude
anyone.
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