Archiving by Contextuality: the example of «Wing Commander»

Games & Literature, Marbach, 29.6.2023
Dr. Tobias Wildi, Fachhochschule Graubunden
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Metadata Standards

Blue Devil squadron had First patrol. You hiller
Bees have Ehe nesk shifk.
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Records in Contexts (RiC)

— New standard for describing archival
content, V1.0 will be published in October

2023

— Developed by the «Experts Group on
Archival Description» of the International
Council on Archives

— The standard is based on semantic
technologies / linked data

- RIC is formalized in
- RIiC-CM: Conceptual Model
- RIC-O: OWL-Ontology
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Game / Software
delivered in a box

MINDSCAPE

Der 3D-Raumkam

L Pl |

Ein Spiel von Chris Roberts
pican. . [ F |

Komplette deutsche Ausgabe
Software auf deutsch
Dokumentation auf deutsch-
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rico:Record

rico:name "Wing Commander 1"

!
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rico:RecordPart
rico:name "Box"

rico:RecordPart
rico:name "Software"

rico:RecordPart rico:RecordPart
rico:name "Ship Plans" rico:name "Booklet"

v

rico:Instantiation
rico:name "3 Floppy Disks"

\ 4

(S

rico:Instantiation
rico:name "ADF images"
premis:storedAt <File1>, <File2>, <File3>
premis:hasCharacteristics <E1>, <E2>, <E3>

)

\ 4

rico:Instantiation
rico:name "Internet Archive"

https://archive.org/details/msdos_Wing_Commander_1990"
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Creation Context of the Game
(ridiculously oversimplified...)

rico:Record
rico:name "Wing Commander 1"

A

rico:Activity
rico:type "Publication”
rico:date "1990"

rico:Activity
G R rico:type "Port to Amiga"

rico:date "1992"

rico:Person
rico:name "Chris Roberts"

4{ https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q322999 ]

rico:Date
rico:birthDate "1968-05-27"

\( rico:CorporateBody

\ 4

rico:Activity
rico:type "Design"

rico:Activity
rico:type "Program"

L rico:name "Origin Systems"

A 4

rico:Place
rico:name "Redwood City,
California"
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Configuration of the Emulator

| P RIRA

MINDSCAPE

rico:name "ADF images" W
premis:storedAt <File1>, <File2>, <File3>
premis:hasCharacteristics <E1>, <E2>, <E3>

rico:Instantiation

premis:File )

A500, A600, A1200, A2000, A3000, A4000
Minimum of 1 MB RAM

3.5" Floppy

premis:storedAt <Path>

premis:storedAt <Path>
\ J

'L premis:storedAt <Path> J

A

y

rico:Mechanism
rico:name "RAM"

rico:quant

ity "1 MB"

l

\ 4

rico:Mechanism
rico:name "Floppy Drive 3.5™
rico:quantity "1"

l

Y

rico:Mechanism
rico:name "Amiga Platform"

l

wikidata.org/wiki/Q5295
"random-access memory"

wikidata.org/wiki/Q493576
"floppy disk drive"

wikidata.org/wiki/Q100047
"Commodore Amiga"

Disk Images

\ 4

A

Configuration




Describing other objects connected to the game

W ( rico:Record

rico:RecordSet . rico:name "Freedom Flight (Wing Commander)" icosisCreatorOf rico:Person

rico:name "Wing Commander 1" o I rico:type "Novel rico:istreator rico:name "Mercedes Lackey"
rico:isOrWasSubjectOf rico:date "1992"

rico:followsInTime

rico:Record W (
rico:RecordSet rico:name "Wing Commander" _ rico:Person
r 2u L

ico:name "Wing Commander " rico:type "Movie" - rico:name "Chris Roberts"
rico:date "1999"

—WiNC—

— Novel serie based on the game started with: o nnhhb=
Mercedes Lackey & Ellen Guon (1992). Freedom Flight (Wing Commander). I—FREEDOM FLIGHT
Baen Books. o g

— Movie 1999: Wing Commander, directed by Chris Roberts

FH
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The Contextuality of Computer Games

— A computer game is much more than program code

— To understand a game we need to put it in its historic,
social, economic context

- We need to define the boundaries of what we describe
(focus point + its environment)

— Records in Contexts is a starting point to describe a

complex reality. And can link to resources outside the
holding institution.
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