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The digital is material; it also requires infrastructures many of
which rely on fossil fuels. In Digital Humanities, every project we
create, every software application we use, every piece of hardware
we purchase impacts our environment. Whilst DH is not alone in
creating these impacts, they are particular to the discipline and
the need to ‘attend to the environmental and human costs of DH’,
as Bethany Nowviskie exhorted us in her DH2014 keynote, is in-
creasingly urgent. Relevant work is taking place in other fields:
science and technology studies scholars concerned with their re-
lations to Land/land (Liboiron, 2021); archivists describing how
their approaches to digital preservation are environmentally un-
sustainable (Pendergrass et al., 2019); artificial intelligence ethics
scholars investigating the opacity and explainability of AI mo-
dels, which are being hailed as key to delivering climate risk ma-
nagement and behaviour change (Coeckelbergh, 2021); historians
quantitatively analysing the disinformation tactics of big oil (Su-
pran and Oreskes, 2021). In spite of this, climate justice and envi-
ronmental impacts remain under-researched in the field of Digital
Humanities and underrepresented in our conferences and litera-
ture.

In response to this need for greater awareness, an internatio-
nal group of digital humanities scholars and practitioners have
been gathering virtually to collaborate and build momentum, first
with the “ DH and the Climate Crisis” manifesto (published in
summer 2021) and then with a series of workshops and initiati-
ves, including those under the auspices of the Digital Humanities
Climate Coalition (DHCC). The DHCC –– formed by Digital Hu-
manists from across the UK, Ireland and Northern Europe –– un-
derscores the necessity for humanists to probe the values, power
structures, and future imaginaries that underpin sustainable solu-
tions. To achieve such awareness, one of the working groups of
DHCC created a Green Digital Humanities Toolkit ( https://sas-
dhrh.github.io/dhcc-toolkit/) using climate-friendly minimal com-
puting principles. The goal of the DHCC Toolkit is to facilitate
awareness, collaboration and concrete initiatives of the environ-
mental impacts of DH research and teaching practices on indivi-
dual and organisational levels.

The Toolkit currently covers a variety of topics for many kinds
of researchers and institutions: Minimal Computing, Maximal
Computing, Project Planning, Working Practices, Advocating Wi-
thin Your Institution, Decision Trees, and Climate Change FAQs.
Each section was collaboratively written and edited by DH acade-
mics and experts working in universities, libraries and archives.
We aim to use the poster session to continue to solicit feedback
and collaborate with digital humanities to refine and enhance the
toolkit.

Given the fact that DH has criticised the immense and mono-
polistic power wielded by the global tech sector, the DH commu-
nity is well positioned to create a blueprint for change and de-
monstrate to our collaborators how change can happen. Our use
of technology and infrastructure should be informed by the ways
corporate economic, cultural, and scientific power perpetuates and
exacerbates the crisis. Choosing a hardware or hosting provider,
for example, should mean considering direct environmental im-
pacts, broader environmental policies and record of the provider,
and more broadly still, the kinds of collective future that such a
collaborative encounter presupposes. We should be able to can-
didly explore the complex and sometimes contradictory nature of
our ecological impact: we should be able to measure and model
where possible, while also creating context around our measure-
ments, flagging uncertainties, and advocating for systemic trans-
formation of working practices. A Greening Digital Humanities
Toolkit is an important step in that direction.
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