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In academia, the conference is a ubiquitous entity. We are in-
undated with their calls for papers, deadlines, schedules, and tra-
vel requirements. Yet, while conferences appear routine, there
has been minimal research regarding them as sites of knowledge
production. This presentation draws attention to Digital Huma-
nities (DH) conferences as locationss of neoliberal production that
contribute to the current emphasis on self-monitoring, creativity,
and flexibility under late capitalism. Moreover, it makes evident
how conference attendance disproportionately affects marginali-
zed scholars and hinders collaborations.

This study examines how distance traveled for conference at-
tendance differs based on race, gender, work type, previous aut-
horship, and author's country using the Index of DH Conferences,
which covers approximately 60 years and includes 7300 presenta-
tions, 8650 different authors, 1850 institutions, and 8 countries. It
utilizes a reverse geocoding API to calculate the distance between
the location of each author's institutional affiliation and the confe-
rence destination. When location could not be determined through
these parameters, attempts were made to determine location by
city affiliation or national affiliation. A generalized linear model
(negative binomial with a log-link function) was selected to ana-
lyze the model, as overdispersion in the data was observed. The
project used distance as the response variable and predictors such
as race, gender, previous presentations, work type, authorship or-
der, and author's country. Standardized parameters were obtained
by fitting the model to a standardized version of the dataset. 95%
Confidence Intervals (CIs) and p-values were calculated using a
Wald z-distribution approximation. The Nagelkerke's R-squared
was 0.18, indicating a moderate explanatory power of the model.
The results showed that male gender was statistically significant
and positively related to distance, as were previous presentations
and low authorship order. Over 80 countries were examined as
predictors, and most demonstrated statistically significant nega-
tive values, suggesting a general unwillingness of presenters to
travel long distances.

The findings of this study call attention to the significant nega-
tive impact of conference location and heteronormative-mascul-
inity on marginalized scholars in the field of Digital Humanities.
The results indicate that individuals from certain countries and in-
ferred females face additional hurdles in terms of distance travel
for conference attendance. These often-imperceptible barriers can
result in a lack of representation of diverse groups of scholars in
the DH community. After providing an overview of the findings
along with their limitations, this presentation discusses practical
steps that digital humanities organizations can take to renew their
desire for inclusion and collaboration.
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