
FAIR Photos
Transforming a collection of two million 

historical press photos into five-star data

Curation

Locations Persons Concepts

Ÿ Noord-Hollands Archief (NHA)

Ÿ Publishing data as CSV and RDF

Ÿ Storing all changes and enrichments in the archive’s CMS

Publication

Relevance

Curation

Linking to URIs of photo contents:

Ÿ Concepts in own SKOS thesaurus (RCE-infrastructure)

adding hierarchy and links to other thesauri (AAT) 

Data

Ÿ 2 million photos of Photo Press Agency De Boer (1945-2005)

Ÿ Corpus of 2 million tagged and well-described photos

Ÿ Provenance (docs + code) in public git-repository

Ÿ SSH, Cultural Heritage, Computer Vision

Ÿ Example of streetlife, popular culture, 

creative industries, occupations, canonization, etc.

Ÿ Locations (Wikidata)

Ÿ Persons (Wikidata)

Ÿ Facilitate creative re-use (e.g. in Wikimedia)

Ÿ More attention for open data in GLAM and academia

Ÿ Knowledge sharing in GLAM

Date    1987-04-06

Title    Jan Wolkers en Theo van Gogh bij 

première Terug naar Oegstgeest

Scene detection Outside (94%)

Group portrait (48%)

Portrait (44%)

URI     https://hdl.handle.net/21.12102/

004ba28b-be54-5a3c-2a87-0a612103e165

Locations <Bellevue Cinema>
Persons   <Jan Wolkers>

<Theo van Gogh>
Subjects   <Filmen, filmopnamen> 

<Personen schrijven>
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Data
2 million photos of Photo Press Agency De Boer (1945-2005)
Noord-Hollands Archief
Local, national and international importance
Example of streetlife, popular culture,creative industries, occupations, 
canonization, etc 

Provenance (documentation + code) in public git-repository 

2M tagged and well-described photos!

Publication

SSH, Cultural Heritage, Computer vision

Locations (Wikidata)

Concepts in SKOS (RCE-infrastructure) add hierarchy and links to other thesauri 
(AAT) 

Curation
Linking to URIs of photo content:

Person(s) (Wikidata)

Publishing data as CSV and RDF
Storing all changes and enrichments in the archive's CMS

Facilitate creative re-use (e.g. in Wikimedia)

Relevance

More attention for (open) data initiatives in GLAM and academia

Nico Vriend (NHA)

CLARIAH Tech & Data Day, �� June ����

Leon van Wissen (UvA)


