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Observing and understanding the
values of citizens and stakeholders
becomes increasingly important in

many fields.

Human Sciences

Policy making

Technology

AI
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Artifacts often cannot escape but embody
the values of their times, their creators
or of the stories/people they talk about,
at least in the perception of the modern

audiences.
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During a theatrical performance...

Ismene, my sister, true child of my own mother, do you know any evil out of all the evils bequeathed by Oedipus that
Zeus will not fulfil for the two of us in our lifetime?  There is nothing—no pain, no ruin,no shame, nor dishonor—that I

have not seen in your sufferings and mine. 
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What are the values, moral
dilemmas, etc. being
perceived by the audience?

What is the impa
ct of art to

moral judgment a
nd action?

How d
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Ismene, my sister, true child of my own mother, do you know any evil out of all the evils bequeathed by Oedipus that
Zeus will not fulfil for the two of us in our lifetime?  There is nothing—no pain, no ruin,no shame, nor dishonor—that I

have not seen in your sufferings and mine. 
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Relate
cultural

artifacts...  

... to values as
perceived by

people

Motivation

Education 

Citizen-informed
curation

Research 

Support
activities



VAST
Values across space and time

VALUES VAST aims to study the transformation of values across space and time
and bring them to the forefront of advanced digitisation... 

PAST
...through the analysis of collections of intangible assets that are
expressed in natural language and come from different places and from
significant moments of European history.

PRESENT ...through the collection and digitisation of how values are conveyed
today and of how the audiences experience and perceive the
communicated values.
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VAST PILOTS  

Manuscripts
Performances

ANCIENT GREEK DRAMA

Manuscripts
Story-telling activities

FOLKLORE FAIRY-TALES

Manuscripts
Instruments
Other exhibits

17TH CENT. SCIENTIFIC
REVOLUTION 

Ismene, my sister, true child of my own mother, do you know any evil out of all the evils bequeathed by Oedipus that
Zeus will not fulfil for the two of us in our lifetime?  There is nothing—no pain, no ruin,no shame, nor dishonor—that I

have not seen in your sufferings and mine. 
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VALUE DIGITISATION

Annotation tool
Digital applications 
Awareness activities
(museum & other
settings)

Guidelines for
annotation
Integration of
appropriate SSH
research methods
Design activities &
workshops

Semantic graph over
artifacts

Integrating
 conceptual 

schema

Tools
for

digitisation

Methodologies
for capturing

values 
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Audience
(Demographics,
beliefs, values,

emotions)

Experience  

Peple's
perception of

values

CH artifcact
as

Stimulus

Platform

VAST activities

Collection and digitisation of values...

9Awareness regarding CH, values, diversity of values...



Reflect on personal values hierarchy
Build personal mind maps 

Introductory discussion-value definition
Perception of values in text 

Group discussion
Build group mind maps 
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Design of an activity...

Pre-activity questionnaires
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Activity

User

Group

R
aw

 D
at

a

Collection medium

Statement

Schwartz values

Digitisation through the
semantic graph..



Research informed methods...
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Benevolence
Caring

Dependability

Universalism
Concern
Nature

Tolerance

Openess to change

Stimulation

Self-direction
Action
Thought

Hedonism
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Power
Dominance
Resources

Achievement



Conservation

Conformity
Interpersonal

Rules

Security
Personal
Societal

Tradition

Humility

Face

Schwartz Theory
of 

Basic Values
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VAST data space for CH

Cultural Heritage
artifacts are

related to values

The data
collected are

appropriate to be
exploited by SSH

The ‘born-digital’
datasets and

annotated corpora
populate VAST’s
ontology and 

 support various
research activities



Audience
(Demographics,
beliefs, values,

emotions)

Experience  
(or Artifact)

Peple's
perception of

values

Post-
experience

interaction at
VAST platform 

Stimulus

 Reflective observation &active
experimentation

Platform

VAST activities
Cultural Heritage to Values

'Value' to society 14



Want to be part of it?

VAST H2020 project
@VASTprojectH2020 

VAST
@projectVAST

https://www.vast-project.eu/

Take part in a current
study...

How do you relate certain
words to values?



Thank you!


