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Free/Open Source (1970s-2000) 
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Open Movements: 2000s
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“Information is power. But like all power, there are those 
who want to keep it for themselves. The world’s entire 
scientific and cultural heritage, published over centuries in 
books and journals, is increasingly being digitized and 
locked up by a handful of private corporations.”
– Aaron Swartz, Guerilla Open Access Manifesto, 2008
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Commercialising Open 
Source: 2010s
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Open Source Today: 2020s - 
present
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https://tinyurl.com/
open-ecosystem 
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Global Participation in Open 
Source Software
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Histories of open source: 
historical frictions

Free software vs open 
source

◉ Corporate vs 
Non-commercial

◉ Grounded in 
licensing 
frameworks 
(copyright, IP)

◉ “Free as in 
freedom, not as in 
beer”

Grassroots movement 
vs growing 
institutionalisation

◉ Managing 
maintenance vs 
‘innovation’

◉ Increasing 
commercialisation
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Technical infrastructure 
vs wider social process

◉ “Open for what, 
open for whom?”
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Participation in & facilitation of global open source projects
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Science
● Historically funded by 

governments → 
Undergoing increasing 
privatisation

● Public-facing, 
(originally) 
non-for-profit

● Crisis of 
Reproducibility (Trust)

Technology
● Funded by 

Government, Private 
sector, NGOs, 
Philanthropy (or 
developed by 
volunteers)

● Application & 
implementation of 
research

● Many crises (Trust, 
Privacy, Access) 

“Global Village”
(Digital) Democracy

Open source
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Global production of (scientific) knowledge
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World scaled by number of documents in Web of Science by authors living there, 2011 (source: Juan Pablo Alperin).
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Global Access to The Turing Way
open access resource 
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World map of access to TTW, 2023 (Google analytics)



Global edits in OpenStreetMap
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Global edits in Wikipedia
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World map of Wikipedia contributions, 2014 (Graham and Dittus)



Funders of open source
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World map of Wikipedia contributions, 2014 (Graham and Dittus)
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Open source governance: 
bureaucratisation of 
contribution
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Open source examples: 
current frictions

Global access vs 
Localised contributions

◉ Contributions & 
access remain 
skewed towards 
Western states

◉ “Open for what, 
open for whom?” 
→ i.e. OpenAI

Funding Landcape

◉ Corporate vs 
Foundation 

◉ Volunteer vs paid
◉ Widening 

implementation & 
definition of what 
open source 
means
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Digital governance

◉ Developing and 
experimental 
processes of 
governance & 
bureaucracy 
(BDFL, 
meritocracy, etc)
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Digital citizenry as both IRL & Online: 
places of contestation, labor, capital & community
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“

Thank you

@aleesteele
asteele@turing.ac.uk
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