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Agenda

1. Impact of climate change on children
2. Communicate sustainability/ sustainable living as a 

viable solution to children



1. The effects of climate change on 
children:

A. Daily consequences of climate change
B. “I can’t do much, it’s your responsibility 

now!” - climate anxiety
C. Lack of climate change 

education



A. Daily consequences of climate change
“Young children are most at risk from high temperatures and 

climate-induced migration. Especially worrisome is the threat posed 
to our ability to feed the world’s growing population and, again, 

children are at the greatest risk from any increase in malnutrition”



A. Daily consequences of climate change



B. “I can’t do much, it is your responsibility now”

Climate anxiety and eco-anxiety (distress 
relating to the climate and ecological 
crises) are gaining attention worldwide as 
people become increasingly aware of the 
current and future global threats 
associated with our warming planet



B. “I can’t do much, it is your responsibility now”

How children and young people around the 
world report emotional, cognitive, and 
functional responses to climate change?

10 000 children and young people 

● 60% saying they felt “very” or “extremely” 
worried about climate change 

● More than 45% of respondents said their 
feelings about climate change negatively 
affected their daily lives



B. “I can’t do much, it is your responsibility now”

● Countries expressing more worry and a 
greater impact on functioning tended to 
be poorer, in the Global South, and more 
directly impacted by climate change; 

● in the Global North, Portugal (which had 
dramatic increases in wildfires since 
2017) showed the highest level of worry.



C. Lack of climate change education

Education is
crucial
to promote
climate action



C. Lack of climate change education



C. Lack of climate change education
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● 3 years - Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation project

● Aims to foster ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS and ACTIONS
 to protect our planet through 

● ACCESSIBLE LEARNING BY DOING ACTIVITIES & TOOLS TARGET 
GROUPS:  Schools, students, young people and children

● ECCEL: Climate and Environmental Competences and Skills

● A COMPETENCY FRAMEWORK that embraces all areas
 of the Green Deal



Under Article 12 of the 
United Nations 
Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, 
children have the right 
to be heard – also 
known as the right to 
participate.



2.Communicating sustainability/ sustainable living 
as a viable solution to children

● Simplify complex concepts
● Use engaging visuals
● Encourage curiosity
● Incorporate storytelling
● Foster participation
● Empathise
● Collaborate and learn - re-learn
● Challenge your adult-centric perspective



2. Communicating sustainability / sustainable 
living as a viable solution - GreenSCENT project



2. Enabling children to communicate 
sustainability / sustainable living as a viable 
solution - GreenSCENT project

Example 1

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K2kIH3XJ4WfLvfJWv2bnVP7PXqhv7ImY/view


Available resources



Thank you for your 
attention
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