
DISCOVERING RESEARCH DATA PRACTICES 
at University of Debrecen
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237
of 2653 researchers from
14 university departments

Survey response time: 3 weeks

Most common data type
95% text documents and 68% pictures

Personal 
computer
and external 
hard drives are 
the most used  
storage for 
data

What happens 
with the data when researchers 

leave the institution?

48% 
researchers think their data can 
be re-used by others 

1/3 
of researchers 
don’t know 
what happens 
with their data

93%
would share 
their data

Usage of 
documentation 

with data

58% 
archive their data 
for indefinite time

95 %
think that the 
researchers are 
responsible for 
their own data

PhD students
were the most responsive 
filling out the survey

Almost 10% 
of the researchers filled out 
the survey 
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Who 
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43% 44%

30% 18%

Researcher

Yes Partially UnknownNo

Unknown

University / Institute

Research funder 

35%
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Stays with the institutions

Data will be destroyed

Researchers take them 

Unknown

48% 7% 37% 8%
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36%

35%
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Scientific community

Researchers within their institute

Selected researchers within their institute

Anyone who requests

Openly available

7%
Don’t share

54% 
use e-mails to 
share their data 

E-mail
Institutional repository
Website
External hard drive
Intranet
Cloud
Other

Reached out to researchers 
via university mailing system

43,9% generates less than 50GB data in 1 year

57% 
don't attach any 
metadata

The University of Debrecen is the National Open Access Desk (NOAD) 
for Hungary in OpenAIRE2020. As a first step in mapping research data 
management practices in the country, the present study covers 
research data management habits, data types, archiving practices, data 
accessibility and re-usability, relevant legal and ethical questions at the 
University of Debrecen.
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