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ODISSEI creates a 
federated data 

infrastructure for the social 
and economic sciences in 

the Netherlands, on behalf 
of more than 45 member 

organisations. 

The Dutch national 
infrastructure for 

Social Science
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The ODISSEI Portal is developed within a Roadmap Project funded by the Dutch Research Council (NWO) under grant number 184.035.014. 

The ODISSEI Portal

The ODISSEI Portal is 
developed by DANS, VU, 

SURF

with the involvement of 
metadata providers: CBS 

and Centerdata-LISS 
panel (more to follow)



The current landscape

- SocSci data scattered 
across different 
repositories

- Heterogeneity in 
metadata schemas, access 
conditions, etc…

- Sensitive data: Data 
providers want to remain 
in control

?



The current landscape

CBS (administrative data)

- only available via dedicated Remote Access Environment

- documented only via pdfs on their own website

- metadata schema unclear, some SDMX

LISS panel (longitudinal survey data)

- LISS Data archive

- DDI

- Access for researchers after signing statement

?



What do we want to achieve with the ODISSEI Portal?

(Meta)Data Providers

User

1. Metadata Interface (DANS)

2.  Search Functionality (VU)

3. Data Access Broker (SURF)

TREs Download

Data Platforms

Data Request

Data Request

Data Transfer

Data Access
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Find data &
request access

Data Request

Data Request

3. Data Access Broker 1. Metadata Interface 

2.  Search Functionality 
Data Transfer

Access & analyse data
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Current status and future 
developments
Visit the prototype version of the ODISSEI Portal at: 
https://portal.odissei.nl/ 

Comments? https://edu.nl/wvjcg 

https://portal.odissei.nl/
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Metadata interface
Current: 
● Portal running on Dataverse
● Over 5,000 records from four main 

metadata providers
● All have a DOI and some basic metadata
● Recommended citation
● Some also include variable-level 

metadata (variable name and label)
● Provenance information
● Current list of supported fields available 

on Zenodo

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7695005
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7695005


Metadata interface
Current: 
● Portal running on Dataverse
● Over 5,000 records from four main metadata providers
● All have a DOI and some basic metadata
● Recommended citation
● Some also include variable-level metadata (variable 

name and label)
● Provenance information
● Current list of supported fields available on Zenodo

Future:
● Include more metadata
○ Also from commercial and government 

entities
● Exchange metadata with other platforms
○ CESSDA
○ Health Sciences and Humanities

● Variable-level metadata for more 
providers

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7695005
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Search functionality
Current:
● Search across providers and fields
● Faceted filters



Search functionality

Current: 
● Search across providers and fields
● Faceted filters

Future:
● Enrichments using existing controlled vocabularies
○ e.g. Keyword enrichment using ELSST (European Language 

Social Science Thesaurus)
● Multilingual search
● Semantic search
● Integrate with metadata graph
● Display linkage opportunities
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Data Access Broker
Current: 
● Preparatory work
● Work on harmonising access conditions and 

licenses for sensitive data (see here)

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7382779


Data Access Broker
Current: 
● Preparatory work
● Work on harmonising access conditions and licenses 

for sensitive data (see here)

Future:
● Develop access pipelines
● Identity management via SURF Research 

Access Management (SRAM) (for 
NL-based users) and eduGAIN (for 
internationally-based users)

● Research data exchange to control data 
movement

● Connection to TREs → SANE
Requirements
❏ (Non-commercial) research only
❏ Affiliated with a Dutch research institute
❏ Signed the LISS Panel statement

Get Access

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7382779
https://wiki.surfnet.nl/display/SRAM


Secure ANalysis Environment (SANE)
SANE

Sensitive data
Cloud 

computer

Own dataAnalysis
tools

Enter

Output checks

Researcher
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Useful links

The ODISSEI Portal is developed within a Roadmap Project funded by the Dutch Research Council (NWO) under grant number 184.035.014. 
@ODISSEI_NL

Access the Portal via portal.odissei.nl (new release by end of 
June!)

Use contact function on the Portal 
or get in touch with info@odissei-data.nl 

Other links:

- CBS microdata catalogue: https://tinyurl.com/5n8d9cz8 
- DANS Data Stations: https://dans.knaw.nl/nl/
- LISS data archive: https://www.dataarchive.lissdata.nl/ 
- ODISSEI GitHub repos: https://github.com/odissei-data

https://portal.odissei.nl/
mailto:info@odissei-data.nl
https://tinyurl.com/5n8d9cz8
https://dans.knaw.nl/nl/
https://www.dataarchive.lissdata.nl/
https://github.com/odissei-data
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Let’s stay in touch
Subscribe to our newsletter via https://odissei-data.nl
Follow us on Twitter @ODISSEI_NL

For questions:
info@odissei-data.nl 

https://odissei-data.nl/en/
mailto:info@odissei-data.nl
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Questions? 


