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How can we organise a hybrid conference
that is accessible and green?



1. Background:
Sustainability guidelines



“A sustainable or ‘green’ event is one
designed, organised and implemented in 
a way that minimises potential negative 
impacts and leaves a beneficial legacy for
the host community and all involved.

— Adapted from the UNEP Green Meeting Guide 2009 and 
based on the principles developed at the ICLEI Greening
Events Symposium in Barcelona, Spain, September 2004



1. Background: 
Accessibility guidelines



“Sessions that are accessible to people with
disabilities are also inclusive to many more 
audiences. For example, people with
different learning styles and people who are 
not fluent in the language. Accessible
sessions also have additional benefits to
organizations and individuals.

— W3C



2. Workshops:
General details

The New European Bauhaus — Brussels

“Accessibility meets sustainability: How to organise a 
green and accesible event”

5 participants

La Nit de la Recerca — Barcelona

“Go green! Cómo organizar un evento sostenible y 
accesible”

4 participants



2. Workshops: 
Methodology



2. Workshops: 
Mentimeter



2. Workshops:
Hands on activity

BEFORE
(Planification)

DURING
(Celebration)

AFTER
(Evaluation and dismantling)

Venues

Waste

Suppliers

Catering

Communication



2. Workshops:
The accessibility and sustainability chain



3. The GDA conference:
General details

• Online promotion and communication
• Hybrid format
• Accessible and well located venue
• Online welcome pack
• Local suppliers for coffee and lunch breaks
• Recycling

1st GDA conference — 2nd December 2022 (Barcelona)



3. The GDA conference:
Post-event questionnaires

0%0%
15%

31%
54%

How would you rate the 
sustainability of the GDA?

1 2 3 4 5

0%0%
15%

46%

39%

How would you rate the accessibility 
of the GDA?

1 2 3 4 5

1 means ‘not sustainable/accessible at all’ 
and 5 means ‘very sustainable/accessible’



4. Conclusions

1. Events should prioritize balance between human activity, resources, and the
environment, avoiding excess and waste.

2. Achieving sustainability and accessibility in events requires collaboration among
organizers, attendees, communities, suppliers, and politicians.

3. Event organizers can promote sustainability and accessibility through eco-
friendly practices and inclusive policies.

4. Attendees play a role by making informed choices and taking individual actions.
5. Future efforts should focus on developing comprehensive carbon calculators for

accurate assessment of the carbon footprint of accessible events.
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