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Abstract: 

This research paper delves into the theme of environmental awareness in Anita Desai's novel, The 

Village by the Sea (1982). Desai's work demonstrates the consequences of environmental neglect, advocating 

for a more sustainable way of life. By analyzing the novel's setting, characters, and events, this paper highlights 

the novel's significance in raising environmental awareness and encouraging readers to consider the human 

impact on the natural world. 
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Introduction: 

Anita Desai's The Village by the Sea is a poignant narrative that explores the lives of two siblings, Lila 

and Hari, who struggle for survival in their small coastal village, Thul. The novel is set against the backdrop of a 

changing India, with the intrusion of urbanization and modernization affecting the villagers and the 

environment. Desai’s novel is a powerful commentary on the need for environmental awareness and serves as a 

call to action for sustainable living. The novel's setting, Thul village, is integral to understanding the themes of 

environmental awareness in the narrative. Thul is a small coastal village where fishing has been the primary 

means of sustenance for generations. As the village becomes increasingly affected by industrialization, the 

community faces environmental degradation and a shift in traditional ways of life (Desai 40). 

Thul, a small coastal village located in western India, serves as the primary setting for Anita Desai's 

novel, The Village by the Sea. The village's geographical location and natural beauty play a significant role in 

the narrative, providing a backdrop for the exploration of environmental awareness and the consequences of 

environmental neglect. 

The natural environment of Thul is integral to the villagers' way of life, as they rely on fishing for their 

livelihoods and sustenance. The village's pristine coastline, lush vegetation, and abundant marine life have 

provided the community with the resources they need to survive for generations (Desai 12). The village's 

reliance on nature emphasizes the importance of preserving the environment, which serves as a central theme in 

the novel.As the story unfolds, Thul becomes increasingly affected by urbanization and industrialization. The 

establishment of the Alphonso Chemical Factory marks a turning point for the village, as its once-pristine 

environment begins to deteriorate. Pollution from the factory contaminates the air and water, leading to a decline 

in fish populations and making it difficult for the villagers to maintain their traditional way of life (Desai 76). 

This transformation serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating the detrimental effects of unchecked development on 

the environment and local communities. 

Thul village can be viewed as a microcosm of the larger changes taking place in India during the time 

of the novel's publication. The encroachment of industrialization and modernization on the traditional way of 

life in Thul mirrors the broader socio-economic changes occurring throughout the country. The Village by the 

Sea thus comments not only on the environmental challenges faced by Thul but also on the broader implications 

of rapid development for India's environment and cultural heritage. 

In Anita Desai's The Village by the Sea, the small coastal village of Thul serves as a microcosm of the 

broader changes taking place in India during the time of the novel's publication. Thul's transformation, driven by 

urbanization and industrialization, mirrors the larger socio-economic shifts happening across the country, 

highlighting the environmental challenges faced by India and the importance of preserving its cultural heritage. 

The establishment of the Alphonso Chemical Factory near Thul symbolizes the rapid industrialization occurring 

in India during the late 20th century. This industrialization brings both economic opportunities and 

environmental challenges, as the factory provides jobs for some villagers but also contributes to the degradation 

of the environment (Desai 76). Similarly, India's rapid urbanization leads to the expansion of cities and the 

encroachment of urban areas on rural communities, disrupting traditional ways of life and placing stress on 

natural resources. As Thul becomes increasingly affected by urbanization and industrialization, its traditional 

way of life starts to erode. Fishing, which has been the primary means of sustenance for generations, becomes 

threatened due to the pollution caused by the Alphonso Chemical Factory (Desai 65). This shift away from 

traditional livelihoods mirrors the larger changes occurring across India, where many rural communities face the 

pressures of modernization and the loss of cultural traditions. Thul's environmental challenges, such as 

pollution, deforestation, and the destruction of marine ecosystems, reflect the broader environmental issues 

faced by India as a whole. The consequences of rapid development and industrialization are felt on a national 
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scale, with issues like air and water pollution, habitat loss, and climate change posing significant challenges for 

the country's future (Desai 103). 

The Village by the Sea underscores the importance of striking a balance between development and 

environmental preservation in a rapidly changing India. Thul's transformation highlights the need for sustainable 

development practices that respect the environment and maintain traditional ways of life while also providing 

economic opportunities for local communities. 

By portraying Thul as a microcosm of a changing India, Desai's novel raises awareness of the 

challenges faced by the country and encourages readers to consider the importance of sustainable development 

and environmental protection. The Village by the Sea serves as a call to action, urging individuals, communities, 

and governments to work together to preserve India's natural and cultural heritage in the face of rapid 

development and modernization. The setting of Thul village serves as a powerful device for promoting 

environmental awareness in The Village by the Sea. As the village's environment deteriorates due to 

industrialization and pollution, readers are compelled to consider the consequences of environmental neglect 

and the importance of preserving natural resources. Thul's transformation serves as a warning of the dangers 

posed by unchecked development and encourages readers to contemplate the importance of sustainable living. 

Dwivedi's explores the ways in which both novels address ecological concerns and advocate for environmental 

preservation (Dwivedi's 5).Desai highlights several environmental issues in The Village by the Sea, including 

pollution, deforestation, and the destruction of marine ecosystems. The arrival of the Alphonso Chemical 

Factory causes significant damage to the environment, leading to polluted air and water, as well as the decline of 

fish populations (Desai 76). The author uses these examples to emphasize the destructive effects of 

modernization on the natural world. 

Anita Desai's The Village by the Sea explores the consequences of environmental neglect and 

highlights the importance of preserving the natural world. The novel addresses various environmental issues, 

such as pollution, deforestation, and the destruction of marine ecosystems, which serve as cautionary examples 

of the dangers posed by unchecked development. Pollution is a central environmental issue in The Village by the 

Sea, primarily caused by the establishment of the Alphonso Chemical Factory near Thul. The factory releases 

harmful chemicals into the air and water, causing widespread contamination and negatively impacting the health 

of the villagers and the surrounding ecosystems (Desai 76). This pollution results in the decline of fish 

populations and threatens the livelihoods of the villagers, who rely on fishing for their survival.Deforestation is 

another critical environmental issue in the novel. As urbanization and industrialization encroach on the village, 

large areas of forest are cleared to make way for new buildings and infrastructure. This deforestation leads to 

habitat loss and disrupts the delicate balance of the local ecosystems, further highlighting the destructive effects 

of unchecked development on the environment (Desai 103). 

The Village by the Sea also addresses the destruction of marine ecosystems, which is closely linked to 

the pollution caused by the Alphonso Chemical Factory. The factory's toxic waste contaminates the sea, leading 

to a decline in fish populations and the disruption of the marine food chain (Desai 65). This issue threatens the 

livelihoods of the villagers, who depend on fishing for their sustenance, and underscores the importance of 

preserving marine ecosystems for the survival of both humans and wildlife.  The ways in which these novels 

raise environmental awareness and contribute to the field of ecocriticism (Chakraborty 178). 

Desai's novel demonstrates the interconnectedness of various environmental issues, showing that 

pollution, deforestation, and the destruction of marine ecosystems are all part of a larger problem. The 

degradation of the environment in Thul exemplifies the consequences of human actions on the natural world and 

emphasizes the need for a more sustainable approach to development.By addressing these environmental issues, 

The Village by the Sea raises awareness of the consequences of environmental neglect and encourages readers to 

consider their impact on the planet. The novel serves as a powerful call to action, urging individuals and 

societies to adopt more sustainable practices and work towards preserving the natural world for future 

generations. Bandyopadhyay's examines how Desai uses the natural world as a backdrop for her narratives while 

also addressing various environmental issues (Bandyopadhyay's 160). 

Throughout the novel, various characters embody different aspects of environmental awareness. Lila, 

the novel’s protagonist, showcases a deep connection to nature and demonstrates concern for the environment. 

She represents the importance of understanding and respecting the natural world (Desai 53). Conversely, the 

Alphonso Chemical Factory's owner serves as an embodiment of environmental neglect and a lack of concern 

for the consequences of his actions (Desai 89).The Village by the Sea calls for a more sustainable way of life by 

illustrating the consequences of environmental neglect. Desai demonstrates how the villagers' survival is directly 

linked to their environment and emphasizes the importance of living harmoniously with nature (Desai 110). 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, Anita Desai's The Village by the Sea is a powerful narrative that raises awareness of the 

need for environmental protection and sustainable living. By examining the novel's setting, characters, and 

events, this research paper highlights the significance of Desai's work in raising environmental awareness and 

advocating for sustainable practices in a rapidly changing world. 
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