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Hutory, owtside, looks as only news
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lntfrodunetion

Under a rubric about England, a famouws Englisiv
autivor had writtew: “Dear reader, dovwt yow kinow?
England g an slandi!!”
| replied Hot s the guestion?

Indeed Hie guestion may appeor bizarre, but tie
uwinkinown well kinown writer wanted to- stress
sometiving to- cateiv readersy attentiony: “To- Live
tHere are moval organizations, mores, habits, social
wsages that differ from continents’ ones,

In fact, between landers there s o code we didwnit
fund U esenwrere. Islandy nature umposes to- their
inhabitonts mutual solidarity and wnion to- endue
people.

Moveover tie howses are close wirich forces
i to s Undiniduals neighbors conlidi
and to- o strong uniow to- support the remoteness’
penalties and olationw's conseqguences. Therefore thelr
sepovrotion Uself makes Hhem a nation.



These gualities noticed by researciers,
antiwropologusts, are commonly generolized for most
Blanders scottered all over the worldly seas and
otLans.

Lety take for example Covsica wirich iy not far from
nortiv of Tunisia or Steidy, Malta, Cyprus..We find a
great Life resemplance among their inhabitfantsy: a
wnlon, a racist cooliflon, a help spirtt for better and
for worse. A kind of gualities not shhared witiv Hivelr
contunents poirs.

For the same reason Djerbians are different from
other Tunisian country’s people.

The Djerblans arve kinoww by thelr labor activity,
their cowrageows struggle and Heir Wfe endurance.

Forever, they were doomed to- leave the Island. to-
new- horizons taking risks by bmmigrating to- new-
lands: Meanwiride tivey try fo- gain money honestly
asspming many prvotizotions.

The Djerblan was even an adventurer, he braves
ol duffrendtiesy and he solves Wfe problems wusely to-
carry owt iy business un ovder to- earn and save goools
apart: He spares money, he s economical, e s
generows bt not prodigal nor spender.

The ambitlon of every Djerbioan trader —mainly
groter- U to- wwest, once back home land, un builoing



o beontiful comfortoble howse witiv a garden (palim
trees, olives and frit trees avound). There e will
spendl iy retirement un peace. He also- wwests un otiver
commerciol branches to- secunrre o pension Hot woulol
help him retire wihen e reaches a cerfain age, an age
wien e would no- longer be able to- contfunune iy
yesteryear's activity.

Thuws we had kinoww Djerbiony and so-they had
been kinoww by owr fathers, grandfatirers, owr
oncestors and all wiro- seftled doww Djerba ov had
oftew dealt witiv Djerbionsy.

Besioes o Djerbron sayng states: “wiren a Djerblosn
comes back home, do- not ask iy fomily how- long he
has beew awoy? But wiat hay e brouwght?

Howd works, seriouwsness, enduwrance ano
perseneironce oare among the Djerblan gualifies,
the work, Uy value and consider Ut as a simple and
effective way fo- raise the country and ermsnre Uy
deselopment and Uy rise. Furtihvermore the sland’s
misery anol neeo.

Before, Hie Djerblans’ mercantile mentality hay Left
them relnctondt fo- the wlea of embrocing el services
or the government and Uy services: They dowt want fo-



be under leader’s anthority. In fact; Hhey particdarly
prefer the free trade and trades, Hey rightly claim
more lneratwe. That does not mean they adopt tire
maiim gl risks highv refurng’’. But;, (maundly
grocers), their choice can be profitable only after a
long experience, a contiunmnowns relentess proactices and
toasks’ accomplishument witiv a lot of sertousness and
pofience.

Withvowt disgusting any job so- poinful, to- aciuese
the desired resudt and succeed un life. The Djerblos
applies the maxim: "There are many fooly but no-
foolishv jobs!'.

Maybe we are unfairly taxing the Djerbians witiv
cupldity and avarice. However, these so—called kind of
belhaniory are v reality wiusdomw and skill's gualities
becovse countries witv poor or infertlle landy connot
Lsre v any case indhapitondts’ foodl self-sufficiency
despite all the efforty made to- obtain best and.
abundant harvests.

Indeed trade, inmmigrotion searcihing for work and
gain remain for the Blanders and especially tive
Djerbiony He maiv recomrse to- get owt of business and
economy andl soarungs.



The wise Djerbiansy kinow that prodigality, wasteful
expenditure, vanity and wealtiv false appearance are
Hie greatest economic and social’s factory of
wnolerdevelopment thot systematically lead to- people’s
decodence ond foildure. Thisy b what o great Arab poet
had said abowt Uf: «<Friends prodigality has ruined
those so—called generowsy ones!',

Moreover, withowt ounr Salnel compatriotsy economy
thelr reglon wowld be hardly oy fertile, asy flowrisiving
ovehards and green plantotions that clearly
Adstinguisiv e from otiver Regency‘s regiong and
srrouinodingy.

And wio- among wy does not kinow- or kinew- some
Djerbrons wiro- staurted tiveir Lives ay mere guorter
groters to- become after a few yeoars of labor and
perseverance, v unbearalple conditlons, rich persons
owning many shops and properties. While tive most
lncky retured officer earny a pevsiow that borely

On tHre otiver Ihand begging s unkinown v Dierbo
and the true Djerbian never daires to- reach owt to- beg
for alms. No- Djerbiow fomily, however poor b w, Lives
ot the expense of anothver and e poorest Djerbion



one worky day and night to- ward off musery and bive
from Hre sweot of s brows

Sometiumes we wonder about Hie origun of these
of Djerba. The answer b simple; just review- the sacreo
principles and the main canses wirich characterize
the Blanders and Hre true, sincere and covoilal
sochalism to- wirieh the oldl Djerbians lhad attached
themseley to-

Unfortunately, times have changed and everytiving
has changed witiv. Even the usages hhave changed, and
today's Djerbians have adapted to- He actual new- Life
following old Tunisian proverks sayung: “To- learn to-
swiuw yow e to- follow-the streand’’ or “Do- Like your
neighbor or move tire door of yowr howse’’. And
onotiver soys: "Follow- the course of the river yow will
reacih the sea'.

“A hwundred. years ago- un Haly same place anotiver
tronveler ay desperate ay me mowrng the disappearance
of wiat | will lhowe seen and wivo has escaped’’

Clande ey Strounss



Haoppy wiro- Like Ulysses Lined un Dierbo

Wt/ / remacle.orq/ bloodwolf/ poetes/ homere/ odyssee/ Livrea. vt

62 »We embark, happy to avoid death, but heartbroken to have lost our
companions. Meanwhile, our ships tossed by the islets do not advance
before we have called three times the unfortunate warriors who perished
on this shore conquered by the Ciconians ( 03 ).Then Jupiter, the god who
commands the clouds, sends us Borée accompanied by a terrible storm,

and he hides under the thick clouds the earth and the


http://remacle.org/bloodwolf/poetes/homere/odyssee/livre9.htm
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waves: suddenly a dreadful night falls from the sky. Our
ships are swept across the seas, and the sails are torn
to shreds by the violence of the winds. We, fearing to
perish, we bend the sails, and we immediately move
our ships to the mainland. For two days and two nights
we stay on this beach members overwhelmed with
fatigue and heart devoured by grief. But as soon as the
morning girl, Aurora with the beautiful hair, has
brought back the third day, we raise the masts, we
unfurl the sails, and we place ourselves in our ships
guided by the winds and by our pilots. | hoped at last
to arrive happily in my homeland, when doubling the
Malé cape | see myself surrounded by the violent
Borée, by the waves and by the fast currents which

push me away from Kythera.

For nine days | wandered on the sea full of fish, carried

away by the impetuous breath of the winds; but on the

tenth day I finally reached the land of the Lotophages,

people who feed on the flower of lotos ( 04 ). Then we
go down to the shore, we draw water from the

fountains, and my companions take their meals from


https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=fr&rurl=translate.google.tn&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://remacle.org/bloodwolf/poetes/homere/odyssee/livre9.htm&xid=17259,15700022,15700186,15700190,15700253,15700256,15700259&usg=ALkJrhhcZOuYIgTaGzPRUlEbEPW3D3Ttaw

our fast ships. When they have finished eating and
drinking, | choose two of my warriors and send them,
accompanied by a herald, to find out who are the
inhabitants of these places, who eat the sweet fruits of
the earth. They leave and arrive soon near the
Lotophages, who, far from meditating the loss of my
companions, give them lots to taste. The warriors who
ate this excellent fruit did not want to come back to
realize the message; but they wished to remain among
the Lotophagi to gather the lotos and forget their dear
country. However, | drag them by force towards our
hollow ships, and despite their tears | tie them with
ropes on the rowers' benches. Then | order the other
Greeks to get on our ships quickly, lest they, by eating
lotos, also forget their native land. My companions are
immediately placed on the benches, and all seated in

order they strike with their oars the sea whitening.

105. With heart broken with pain, we abandon these

ribs;

Homer Odyssey
BOOK IX
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Djerbo

If yow want to- go- for a cuare, go-to- Djerba

The mild climate, Hie breezey coolness, the
brightness that batives Hie landscape, the cowntrysoe’s
langling aspect; Hhe gardens lvgnriance, inhabitants
affability, the economic activity, the workls song that
goes up from Hhe weavers™ workshops, flshermans
melodies ot the ports repairing their nets, legendss
poetry and the history's teacihingy : all tivese are
factory to- sedunce at the same tume the mind, the sight
and Hre heart:

They surrownd Hie traveler's mood. of suciv scendts of
wd flowers, happiness, curiosity always awake anol
ummediately satisfied let go-to- o joy of lvung v a
pevfect balance.

It b not laziness that distds tive atmosphere but a
kind of beatitude that, f U does not evrase tire
country's attochement or mothver landly duty ay b
happened to- Ulysses) companions, at least, U steals He
notlow of tume.

1 look photo below



A traditional Djerbian weaner

From tire continent; we are aliready un love witv
Hws Bland wirledv by for seems a floating terrestrial
wireck: It emerges so- Uttle above tie wowes that
uutinctively, we stand on Hyptoe to- better embrace look
: ondy Polmw frees) boles and tivelr leafy tops stand out .
Ay the poet Mllevoy hay written "go- swinging tireinr
soft colonnades).

Bouwglhuwraro sea, colled by Djerbianys (baivet) or
Wttle sea, commumnicates witiv e Mediterranean o
tHe west by the Ajim canal, and on the east by Hre
Bovj Kastl canal. It iy a vost buner howrbor admirably
sheltered wiere the woter's deptiv sometumes reacies
fufteen meters.



At the time of Hhe Romans, U had on Uy West edges
, ot the end of a chhannel wiriche put of v
commumnicotion witiv the put that separates te Jorf of
Ajim, an important emporivm : <« Gightis » wiricih
Wy an bmportont cty from witeh Mercuwry and
Seradis temples, the forumly colonnades and a wirole
marples mass and mosaics stonod owt:

The Ajum channel w of short lengtiv abpout
(2500M) and Uty water g deep: On tie otiver lhand, He
El Kantoro canal s longer, avround (7500M), but ot v
ovdy suitople for low diaft boots: The boating industry
has estoplisied and prospered Hrere and way the
main reasove of cear hostlity to- the wlea of repoiring
the Roman rovodway of wirich one can st see tire
solidl seaty supporting the telegrapivie liney poles: A
Witle to- the west; vestiges of Huy cansewny exists : a
real ford, wiricihv ot low-tude, B barely covered witiv
60 e of water: the Trik Ejmel or (comel woy)




A prodigal bootman i "saloamalecs) boasts abowt
the speed witiv wirichv iy boat splits tive wanes: Ity the
best of all Hie EL Kantara flotda, e asserts: It appears
to- be londed withv auntunmun and winter goods: But
really of o very lowtonnage to- be aple to- transport,
from one bank to- the otirer, the comfortable cor
wiveh broughht uy from He continent of SFAX fo- EL
Kantorro.

The diffendty by guickly overcome; another Raly iy
requisitioned; e divects iy boat to-the furst;, and
Aank agoainst flank, here Hrey are Heo up: Two Huck
planks are guickly placed across Hus twin comwvoy and,
fixed as well ay possiple witiv the help of ropes wiriciv
have been stricken by tihe wear of time.

The (10CV) moves forward on Hus makesiift
bridge wivle a Bodurl (sailor) deploys and slowly hoist
a sodl wihose Antuslivene'sy coat must be sy, due to- e
wnnumerople poteiving U hhad to- undergo- glwing tire
dmsion of a new kind of puzzle. Anotiver (Babhwi) was
ormeds witiv ao net onde wos not to- be tie least active of
the crew becawnse the bottomw of tive two- booty offered
withv o skimmer a disturbing relationsiip:



The wind » favoraiple to- us: The crossing takes
place guickly. An howr after owr embarkation, we
Aotk neoar the places wirere ... Meninyg stood

D'apres L Vaillat (Le collier de josmin) Edition de

Vartisan. Poris
According to- L Vallat (The necklace of jasmine)
Ediflon of Hhe craftsman: Parly

MONOGRAPH OF THE ISLAND OF
DJERBA By A.Brunawd

< Bumilla Er Rojuwvoanm Er Rajum >>
«< ln He name of God,, He Graciows, the Merciful. >

From ancient times, "Dierbo [sland! lhas hhao Uty
place un hWistory and Hrere are few ancient or modern
ounthory wio- dealt withv Africo witivout at least
mentioning Ut But so- far no complete work hay bheen
wnolertaken. Unigue un Uy geography compared to-tire
Africaly Romaw provinee, the late member of the
lnstitute, Mr. Clharles TISSOT, dedicates o few pages of
help:.. Gativering Hrese scattered docuwments un Hhe
ancnent or modern books ands U the manunscripts
found. un Hre country, jouning to- them He fruit of owr



observotionsy during our stay on the Uland, to- make a
whole to- kinow- thiy Little plece of land that we have
agreed fo- coll « Tunisialy garden > was the purpose of
Hus modest study and U way not an easy tosk.

We woudd also- believe Hhat we were missing a
socred dunty, f we did not gwe owr thanks to- Mr
FERAUD, Plenipotentiary Tangler France Minister, to-
Mvr. POIGNON, General Tripoll Fromce Covsunl of
Bovbaria, too RP DELATTRE, the learned missionary
ool archroeologust of Saunt-Lowis of Cortivage, wiro
kindly shhowed wy e way and to- ouwr cowntrymain
ond friend M. Patrose withv whom we We have so- often
traversed te Bland bn all divections, and wiro- hay so-
ohligungly placed at owr dusposal iy great knowledge
of the cowntry.

ABRULARD

Llewtenant at the 24Hr Foot Hunters Battalion

Vlefrancihe-sur-Mer, May 13t 1885



MONOGRAPHIE

L'ILE DE DJERBA
" ()

FTEUTENANT AU 24' EATAILLON DX CHASSEURS A FIED

. BESANGON
TYP. & LITH. CH. DELAGRANGE

1885

Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliotheque nationale de France



Islandly nome Origun

Showld we believe un Hre legend that made Djerba
the famous Calypso's sland, and seek Hrere the
goddess conve. This cane, on the slope of a hill from
where we duscover the sea sometumesy clear and: wniteod
Uke an ee cream, otiver fumes wlldly urrdfated against
te rocks wivere Ut brokes moaning and raising tire

We do- not think so; becaunse no- poiunt on the
Sland, has seemed tor ws to be capable of inspiring
sueh ardent umagination witiv such deseriptions, very

Must we also- believe witiv He contemporaries of
STRABON? Hrat Hiis sland served as a refuge for
Ulysses pursmned by e anger of thve Gody and. Look for
tHiy heroly altor and any otiver trace of iy passage?

2Strabon ( Ancient Greek : 2tpapwv / Strabén , "who /adley ", in Latin Strabo ), is
a Greek geographer andhistorian born at Amaseus in
the Bridge (now Amasya in Turkey ) around 60 BC. J. C. 1 and died around 20 AD.AD
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I+ L wndhinkable cither. [ndeed, the land. of Hhe
Lotopirages had been mentioned by Herodotus, Hien by
Homer on wirich STRABON hay based hiy Hheory,
theory that applies to- all Hhe LittHe Surte wivich s also-
colled v e jouwrney of Syclax Surte Cercunmitigure,
and. i STRABON? Lotophagic Sirte.

Therefore, b b v Huy large sense Hiot we must
untferpret tive Odyssey, and to- rativer adwmit; as more
propople, that He Lotophages Bland was only known
to- tihe Greeks after the Cyrenes furst explorations. The
only Punic name that comes close to- e Greek name
6w THEOPHRASTE'y Zizyphuws: It refers a ploant species

Ay for the name of Meninyg, by wiich, Djerba,
was designated eivtiver simudtaneowsly, or afterworoy,
everytivng suggests tivat b w of Libyaw origun, and
that the land was one of the main centers of e
primitie race that occupied northern Africa before
the Phoeniciansy arrivel. The Berber element Hrat stll
dovwunates today W yet a proof

Towawrds Hie middle of Hre thwrd cendtury, at tive
e wiren Galluns ond Volusionis were elevated to-Hre
dMgnity of angust; Hhe name Gurba was subpstituted for
that of Meniny



The Awreluny Victor'y possage un s Coesors
hWistory <« Créatl i bnsda Méninge guae nune Gurba
Mcitur » leanes no- doupt un Huy regaro. I+ from thuis
word Gurba Hhat came by controction the present
name of Djerba.

There b sHUL thiy ancient legend. ot brings the
nome of o goldew statue called "Jerba, very venerated
a hurehn, now i ruing located unv o city wiriche was
oceupied by the Greeks west of EL Kantorro.

Anotiver populor legend, no- less huwmorows, said
that o Berber king had an ondy dauglter wio had
scopies ond Hhat her doctory admitted tivat tivey coudd
not cnre her despite all Hhe care she had beew guen.
A sago magicion aodnised the king to- bolate iy
davghter Un a guiet site witiv beautiful greenery and



wiere the water b soft and the air by pure. The king
Hren chooses He land of Djerba tiat met Hie
recommended criferia. After a stay un He place, the
king's davghter was miraculowsly healed, and tie
Uland way nicknamed. since: "Jazivet Ef Jarbal (Hhe
sland of the mangy).



Holidoy

Scorpions’®

Let me take you far away
You'd like a holiday
Let me take you far away
You'd like a holiday

Exchange the cold days for the sun
A good time and fun
Let me take you far away
You'd like a holiday

Let me take you far away
You'd like a holiday
Let me take you far away
You'd like a holiday

3Scorpions is a German hard rock band from Hanover . Their first alboum was

released in 1972. The band enjoyed worldwide prestige - especially from the_

1980s - thanks to hard rock tracks such as No One Like You in 1982 or Rock

You Like a Hurricane in 1984 and ballads to the world. Like Still Loving_

You (1984) or Wind of Change (1990) [10] and Send Me an Angel in 1990 , songs

with great commercial success. The media decline came from the 1990s, the
protagonists turned to new experiences, including the album Moment of

Glory (with the Berlin Philharmonic ),Acoustica (acoustic live album) but return

to their traditional recipes in 2010 with the albumSting in the Tail .

In 2010, the group lists more than one hundred million albums sold
worldwide [11].0n January 23, 2010, the group announces on its official
website that, after their world tour accompanying the release of the new
album, they will put an end to their career. The group, however, comes back on
its decision at the end of 2012, explaining not to make big tours after the
release of their future studio albums.
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Exchange your troubles for some love
Wherever you are
Let me take you far away
You'd like a holiday

Longing for the sun, you will come
To the island without name
Longing for...



THE ISLAND OF DJERBA
Sutnation, owntlines, Lmits

The land of Djerba s located at 9 °© 10 'longutwnole
and 33 ° 40" nortiv latifwde, at Hre sowthreastern Lmit
of Gobes Gulf, whvch v sowtiv-east of the small
antlgue Sirte.

I3 position gwes abpout 150 knw distounce between
Cape Kabouwdia and Djerba and 111 ke at tHhe

opening of the small Surte, measured between
Cevcinuna ano Méniny.

It U sepovated from the mainland by two- canaly:

1. Hhe eastern canal between Rass Eciv
Chemwmalkdn and tie Bougallsy tip, 5 ki wide
ande narrowing to- Uy unner end wivere U Ly
ovdy 2.700 knw long. Moreover, Kaliatesy and
otiher rocky Blandy form a dom over almost Uy
enture widtiv, leaving o chhannel four meters to-
te east; wivelv b alimost 1 meter to- tive west
Two- passages at low-tude make ot possiiple to-



Tarbella, but requives a great kinowledge of the
potiv to- follows Hie othver called by the Arabs
"Trik Ej Jmal (Camel Trall) and wirich
none otiver Hian the Zitha Bridge of ancient
rowtes from EL Kantfara.

The few remaining vestiges found there led to-
conclude the existence of a certain olo rono
withv drowbridge. It i apporently the way trat
the Arabs of the contunent took to- drive tire
comely tihey stole to- the Djerbians”

2. The western channel, wiiose deptiv varwes from
3 to- 22 wmetfers, offers ondy a very navrow-
chomnnel, wirlehv 8 bordered on Hie confiunent

side by fairly high escarpments.

The dimersiony of tihese two- channely, wivel
Herefore allow nawvigation only for boaty of low
pulling, Ihowe oalso- undergone seriowns changes since
ancient tumes.. We lhave learned that He
Mediterranean coostline, mainly from Djerba to-
Tripoll, has suffered a series of supsidence since
Roman tumes: This was supported by the presence of
vestiges of Roman covstructions and on the
Aisoppeoronce of Zivow and Edvesi!s lonos.

4 "“chronicle of the island of Jerba" « Mounis El Ahibba » by Mohamed ABOURAS (Arabic edition)
Year 1960 page 76



Do~ not we find any evidence in Pliny® which
attributes only 200 seps of length to- Hhe channel
separoting Méning from tie continent: [n Sheikiv
ETTIJANI®y stories (Hhe Wistory of the sixteentiv
century), he, Sheikiv ETTIJANI, dealsy witr o ford a
conal Hrat tie Stadioasmly rowte gowe ns asy noaigable
v the Punie era, finally showed uwy DRAGUT' forced
to- Mg thiy ford to- be able fo- win witiv iy galleys thve

5Pliny Two Latin authors - uncle and nephew - bore the name of Pliny :

. Pliny the Elder (23-79), author and naturalist Roman, including author of a
monumental encyclopedia entitled Natural History ;
. Pliny the Younger (61-114), writer and Roman politician, known for

his Correspondence with Emperor Trajan.
Two French scholars of the Age of Enlightenment have been nicknamed:

. "Pliny of the eicHTEENTH Century” designating Reaumur ;
. "French Pliny" designating Buffon .

Pliny is also a historical manga about the life of Pliny the Elder of Mari
Yamazaki and Miki Tori published since 2014.

6Abu Abbas Ahmed ibn Mohamed Tijani aka Ahmed Tijani , born in 1737 or 1738
(1150 AH ) in Ain Madhi (Algeria), and died on September 22,

1815 (17 chawwal 1230) 1.in Fez (Morocco), is an Asharite theologian and Malikite jurist,
founder of the brotherhood Tijaniyya .

7Dragut (Turkish: Turgut Reis) (1485 — 23 June 1565), known as "The Drawn Sword of
Islam",[1] was a Muslim[2]Ottoman naval commander, governor, and noble,

of Greek descent.[3][4] Under his command, the Ottoman Empire's maritime power was
extended across North Africa.[3] Recognized for his military genius,[5] and as being
among "the most dangerous"[6] of corsairs, Dragut has been referred to as "the greatest
pirate warrior of all time",[7] "undoubtedly the most able of all the Turkish leaders",[5] and
"the uncrowned king of the Mediterranean".[5]He was described by a French Admiral as
"A living chart of the Mediterranean, skillful enough on land to be compared to the finest
generals of the time. No one was more worthy than he to bear the name of king".[8]

In addition to serving as Admiral and Corsair in the Ottoman
Empire's Navy under Suleiman the Magnificent, Dragut was also
appointed Bey of Algiers and Djerba, Beylerbey of the Mediterranean, as well as Bey,
and subsequently Pasha, of Tripoli. While serving as Pasha of Tripoli, Dragut constructed
great feats in the city, making it one of the most impressive to behold along all the North
African Coast.[9]
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western part of the strait:

The shape of the Bland v substantially
guadriateral. The northern side strefeiving from Bovy
Djuidy to- Ray Taguermess, has a lengtiv of 30 ki,
from nortiv to- soutin, and 32 ki from east to- west: As
for Uy periphery, U reacihes abouwt 160 ki following
Hhe sinnosities of tihe coust.. These dimensions are
munch smaller Hian Hrose attributed by e ancient
avtrory: We fino indeed un SCYPHAX®'s Jowrney, 300
stadiums’ long over 180 stadiuwms wide, and at PLINY
25 miley long by 22 milesy wide, wirile AGATHEMEN
0, he county 600 stadinms long and 180 wide, and
Mening Hre dimensions of Cercinna.

8Syphax (circa 250 - v. 202 BC ) was a king of Western Numidia (circa 215 to 203 BC ),

whose capital was Siga(present-day Oulhaca El Gheraba). 1) in Algeria . His story is told
by Livy , in Ab Urbe condita libri 2

9The stadium is a unit of ancient length .

There are several values for its running perimeter:

. for the Egyptians, it was 157.50 meters and corresponded to the "Greek stage
route". The estimate of the circumference of the Earth by Eratosthenes from the distance
between Alexandria and Syene (the modern Aswan ) is probably based on the Egyptian
stage 1;
. for the Attic stadium, from Lehmann-Haupt 2 , the value is often 177.6 m , but
values between 150 and 300 m exist. For ancient Greece, the oldest known stadium
would be that of the track Olympia , built (at the latest) to the sixtH century BC. J. - C. and
its length is 192,27 m . That of Athens measures 185 m and forms the most probable
reference for the Attic stadium which will be later taken over by the Romans.
. for the Romans, it amounted to 1/8 of the Roman mile (Pliny, HN , I, 247,
Strabon, VII, 7, 4), that is to say 185 m 3_, which is 1/10 modern nautical mile (1,852 m ).
Also referred to as the Chinese stage 4 the unit length li , which was worth
between 350 m and 550 m, and today is 500 m.

10 Agathemen Hypotyposis geographiz ( see picture blow)
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Iy U not necessary to- Look for the caunse of tiese
oabove and whvich v relative to- tive collapse of tive soll
of the uland?

I foct; the dimensiony undicated by He antirory
that we howve just guoted correspond foirly and
exoctly to-the belt of tihe lowlandy tivat suarrownd. Hhe
coust of the Bland wihile reproduncing exactly He
contoursy: We thay found antigue Méniny.

The land extends between 9 © 32 '77" 'and 9 ° 69'
64 " east longitude and. between 37 ° 37 'and 37 ° 67"
nortiv latifude, wirichh means that Uy greatest wiotv
from eastto- west s 30.5 ki andl from Novrtn to- Sowtin
29.8km Ity surface areo Uy 514 kim#. Becaunse of Uy
wdented shape to-the soutiv by tie two- bayy of
Bouwghwara and B EL Wedyane, Uty perumeter reacies
125k s maximummn alfufudle 8 52 metery ot
Guellalaly elevotion, but generally b i between 10
metfery ano 20 metery ondy. The east pativ to- Hie
maindland crosses the sea on 5.8k, however, to-the
west, the channel seporating the sland from the
mainland (Adjim-Jorf) measwres n footsteps
following ferries pativ 3.5 ki .



AW Djerba can be summed wp un thaiy way and
porticipates oy for Uy topograpiy and Uy geological
structure to- e disposifions of Hie nearby continent
from wiich uf hay been detacied.

An important notlon concerns the marune platform
which extends Hhe coasts very offshore : to- reacih
depting of 5 meters, b B necessary v most cases to-
reacih distances of S to- 10 ki from Hre const:

This circwmstonce wiich caunsed Dierba fo- be
named:. "The Isle of Shooly' had o significant umpact
o the unfolding of Uy event history and economic
desire of easy access to- the continent or of desiraiple
Bolation if one looky to- tive opew sea. Moreover, the
Mediterranean Sea kinows Uy strongest floles un the
Little Surte's Gulf, so-that 80 e of maimumw durift
can be recorded wv tie soutiv on the shoresy of Hhe
Bouwghwraraly Gulf. But even at the leael of the
Ughtirouse Djliy at the Nortiv-West point wirere He
movement of the tlles w free, tie ebh tlde can
according to- the days wnecover ow several kilometery of
the low consty to- tive Nortiv, but also-to- the sowti-east
ond soutin A crcumstance wirichy, ow several
occasions, has historically caunsed He bitter faluwre of
reckless uwwadery anol must Ut be believed (gnorant!!!



THE ISLAND'S GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE

The witole land was once an integral port of Hre
continent and consisty of an lmportant bedrock of red
to- blue clays: Onw the surface after a tvickiness of 20
e to- 2 metfery was formed a very hard calcareowns
crust formed. of rubble withv traces of helix Locally
named "Sowt' extracted to- formerly cobble ronds and
wsed, for foundations or powerful constructions. After
Hws crwst;, generally less Hanw one meter, there (s o
sty layer richh i powdered Umestone, then comes a
sedimentory strofoe that howve allowed He formation of
aguifers surface which reach 10 and. 60 meters and
agricvdtural use. Drilling ot great deptiv reveals
between 450 to- 550 meters, a so—called Miocene
oquifer covwnected to- the Intercolary Continental
formationy that feeds tie sowthvern Tunisialsy onses:
This artesion emergent layer, of an nereasing
salinuty, from west to- east; W wsed for certoim
agricwltural purposes (sorghwm cultivation, dates
poalms Lrrigation, vetelv cudtvotiow efe...)



The surface crust Ly generally covered withv sanoy
Loam, and towards the northveast, by notaple duwne
sediments.

This very regular arrangement way broken by
relatively recent tectonic movementy in 7 nearly
parallel longitudinal faults, extending from nort-
west to- southv-east; wirviey, withv spacings of 2 to- 3 ki,
appear escorpments from 5 to- 10 meters of uneneiness
covstituting tHhe majority of the slandls relief
accidents. From Hrese prominent places, the eye can
embrace wider horizons, and wnder perspectives
effects, b b believed tivat He entiure sland w covered
witiv greenery.

These tectonue accidents, so- clearly asserted, must
howe occnrred simudtoneowmsly withv He great
submerged chasm of Jorf-Adjum, wirich today, un the
southwrest; seporates e Bland from Hhe maindond.

Geologuty fell ws Hhat covusecutively, but at recent
tiumes 120000 yeoars, 0000 years, then 6000 years
howve otenrred 3 movrune trovnsgressions penetroting
wuide the lower portsy of Hie Bland, and wivwel gare
blrtiv to- sand depositsy wirite tan or shellfusih, generally
cemented Hhot ave st explouted today un ripoarian
areas v the form of guarres gwing a very wirife
stone, Light and soft; becawse porows, easy to- work and



visibly ldeal as Botivermal material used for all powts
of covstruction above grownd and generally above one
meter high walls: Untll recently, all Djerbaly houses
ande mosgues were buildt i thisy way, cay and palim
trunks serving as binders and means of chaining,
priov to- He wse of profued trony and before nowandays
conerete reunforeing bary adoption

Notwrally, we can not forget un thuis context the last
major natural Bland!y element; the most recent; tive
most wnstoble and He most precions of all, Hls
accumudation of shoves of wirite sand, anod witiv
wirich e wind formy dunesy partiendarly un e
nortiv-east coast, dunes that constitute by theinr
magnitude these marvelows beackhes wiricd ave
wndoubteddy, witiv the Djerbals mild climate at e
origun of the landly formidaiple touwrst untferest:

ASPECT

The sland of Djerba w very low- and looks ke a
vast ovsiy of palm frees emerging from the watery: A
large nmumber of "koubbos (cnpolas), were
suecessively bult v memory of famous or revered
men, wirte domes that are so- many small spotsy o
Hus large green slick, a kind of label sypecific to-
Djerba and wirvichh we can not fund o i any other
Tunisialy toww



SOIL RELIEF

Ay we hane just deseriped, e Bland o generally
flat: Only o few hWlls! drading wiose altitudes havroly
exceed thinrty meters come to- break, un the central
port;, the surfoces wniformuty.

WATER'S COURSES
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