INNOVATIVE «Zamonaviy dunyoda ilm-fan va texnologiya» nomli
ACADSNY ilmiy-amaliy konferensiya

EXAMINING A COMPLEX SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE AS A LINGUISTIC TEXT

UNIT
Amanov Abdijabbor
Ph.D., Associate professor of Namangan State University
https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno0do.7907262
Abstract: This article aims to explore the concept of complex syntactic wholes (CSWs) as
linguistic text units and their role in the analysis and understanding of language. It delves into
the definition of CSWs, their significance in linguistic studies, and the process of identifying
and analyzing them within a text. Furthermore, this paper discusses how the examination of
CSWs contributes to a comprehensive understanding of syntactic structures and the overall
coherence of linguistic texts.
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Introduction

Language is a complex and intricate system of communication, consisting of various elements
such as words, phrases, and sentences. One critical aspect of understanding language is
syntax, which refers to the arrangement and structure of words and phrases within sentences
(Chomsky, 1965). Among the different syntactic units, complex syntactic wholes (CSWs) have
emerged as a significant unit of analysis in linguistic research.

In linguistics, a complex syntactic whole (CSW) refers to a sentence that is made up of
multiple clauses or phrases, each with its own syntactic structure (Givon, 2001). CSWs are
often used to convey complex ideas or relationships between different elements within a
sentence. Understanding the structure and function of CSWs is essential to gaining insight into
the mechanisms underlying language comprehension and production.

The identification of CSWs can be challenging, as they often involve the use of subordinating
conjunctions, such as "although," "because," or "when," to link phrases or clauses within a
sentence (Biber et al, 2002). Furthermore, the order of clauses within a CSW can vary
depending on the speaker or writer's intended meaning, making it essential to analyze each
sentence on a case-by-case basis.

Once a CSW has been identified, the next step is to analyze its structure and function. This
involves breaking down the CSW into its constituent parts, such as clauses or phrases, and
examining how they relate to one another. For example, a CSW might consist of a main clause
and one or more subordinate clauses, each of which modifies or provides additional
information about the main clause. Understanding the relationships between these clauses
can provide insight into the speaker or writer's intended meaning and the rhetorical
strategies used to convey it. This article examines the concept of CSWs and their role in
analyzing linguistic texts, focusing on their identification, analysis, and contribution to a
comprehensive understanding of language.

Defining Complex Syntactic Wholes

CSWs can be defined as units of linguistic texts that consist of multiple syntactic constituents,
such as phrases or clauses, which are interconnected in a hierarchical structure (Tesniére,
1959). These units encompass a range of syntactic structures, such as compound sentences,
relative clauses, and coordination or subordination relationships. As a result, CSWs are more
intricate and extensive than simple syntactic units like words and phrases. They represent a
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higher level of syntactic organization that contributes to the overall coherence and meaning of
a text (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).

The Significance of Complex Syntactic Wholes in Linguistics

The analysis of CSWs is essential in linguistic studies for several reasons. First, CSWs provide
a means to investigate the interrelationships between different syntactic elements within a
text (Culicover & Jackendoff, 2005). By examining these relationships, researchers can
identify patterns and structures that contribute to the coherence and organization of
language. Moreover, the study of CSWs can help uncover underlying linguistic principles and
rules governing the construction of sentences, thereby deepening our understanding of
syntactic organization (Carnie, 2013).

Additionally, the analysis of CSWs can provide insight into the cognitive processes involved in
language processing and comprehension. Examining the structure and organization of CSWs
can offer clues about how the human brain processes and interprets linguistic information
(Frazier, 1987). This knowledge is vital for developing more effective language teaching
methods and creating natural language processing tools in artificial intelligence applications
(Jurafsky & Martin, 2019).

Identifying and Analyzing Complex Syntactic Wholes

To analyze CSWs in linguistic texts, it is crucial to identify and segment them within the text.
This process often involves a step-by-step approach, starting with the recognition of syntactic
constituents (e.g., noun phrases, verb phrases) and moving towards the identification of more
complex structures (e.g., compound sentences, relative clauses) (Carnie, 2013).

Once CSWs have been identified, they can be analyzed using various linguistic tools and
methods. One common approach is the use of syntactic trees or diagrams, which represent the
hierarchical structure of the CSWs and their constituents (Chomsky, 1957). These visual
representations allow researchers to examine the relationships between different syntactic
elements and identify patterns and structures that contribute to the overall coherence of the
text (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).

Another method for analyzing CSWs is the use of formal grammar systems, such as generative
grammar, dependency grammar, or construction grammar (Chomsky, 1965; Tesniere, 1959;
Goldberg, 1995). These systems provide a set of rules and principles that govern the
construction of sentences and can be used to describe and analyze the structure and
organization of CSWs in linguistic texts. By applying these grammar systems, researchers can
gain a deeper understanding of the underlying linguistic principles that govern the
construction of complex syntactic structures (Carnie, 2013).

Additionally, the analysis of CSWs can involve examining the role of these structures in
conveying meaning and facilitating communication. This can include investigating the use of
CSWs in expressing certain semantic relationships (e.g., causality, temporality, conditionality),
or exploring how they contribute to the overall coherence and cohesion of the text (Halliday &
Hasan, 1976). Such analyses can provide valuable insights into the functional aspects of CSWs
and their role in effective communication.

Contributions to Comprehensive Language Understanding

The examination of CSWs as linguistic text units plays a significant role in advancing our
understanding of language. By analyzing these complex structures, researchers can uncover
patterns and principles that govern the construction of sentences, thereby deepening our
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knowledge of syntactic organization. Additionally, the study of CSWs can provide insights into
the cognitive processes involved in language processing and comprehension, which is crucial
for the development of effective language teaching methods and natural language processing
tools in artificial intelligence applications.

Moreover, the analysis of CSWs contributes to a comprehensive understanding of language
coherence and cohesion. By examining the interrelationships between different syntactic
elements within CSWs, researchers can identify the structures and mechanisms that facilitate
effective communication and convey meaning in linguistic texts. This understanding is
essential for both theoretical and applied linguistic research, as it informs our knowledge of
the functional aspects of language and its role in human communication.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the analysis of complex syntactic wholes as linguistic text units is a critical
aspect of understanding language. By identifying and examining these intricate structures,
researchers can gain valuable insights into the syntactic organization, cognitive processes,
and functional aspects of language. The study of CSWs contributes to a comprehensive
understanding of language and its role in human communication, making it a vital area of
linguistic research.
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