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Open Infrastructures:
Open Metadata Management 
and Dissemination with Thoth



No open access
without open infrastructure.



Open Metadata for OA Publishing

• Smaller, non-profit, and library-based OA publishers often struggle with 
metadata management and dissemination

• Commercial solutions are expensive/not tailored to OA books > metadata 
often managed in custom spreadsheets

• Dissemination channels require different output formats according to different 
specifications > technical knowledge required is often absent, leading to lower 
discoverability

• OA book metadata from commercial vendors often of low(er) quality

• Metadata often not CC0 licensed



Open Metadata for OA Publishing

• Thoth: Open Metadata Management & Dissemination

• Open source, open documentation on wiki 
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ONIX 2.1

ONIX 3.0

CSV

KBART

DOI Deposit

BibTeX

Format Specification Platform

Thoth

EBSCO Host

Project MUSE

OAPEN

Google Books

JSTOR

OCLC

Crossref

EBSCO Host

BibDesk
Zenodo

Project MUSE
OAPEN
DOAB
Google Books
JSTOR
OCLC

Crossref

ProQuest KB + ExLibris

EBSCO KB
Jisc KB

MARC 21 (Record, Markup, XML) Library Management Systems

RNIB

JSON
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• Thoth Archiving Network







Next Steps for Thoth
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Next Steps for Thoth

• Quality control via “traffic light” system

• Automated metadata dissemination to platforms

• Multilingual Compatibility

• Business model launch to assure long-term sustainability



Ingest Export
• API

• UI

• ONIX

• GraphQL API

• Export API

• Metadata Services

• Formatting

• Backlist ingest

• Validation/Enhancement

• Distribution Services

• Curated (meta)data delivery

• Archiving/Preservation

• Support/Training

Free

Plus



Resources

Thoth
https://thoth.pub/

WP5 Scoping Report: Building an Open Dissemination System
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/wp5-scoping-report-building-open-dissemination-system/

Open Metadata in Thoth
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/open-metadata-thoth/

https://thoth.pub/
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/wp5-scoping-report-building-open-dissemination-system/
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/open-metadata-thoth/


Get in Touch

Vincent W.J. van Gerven Oei
punctum books
vincent@punctumbooks.com

Rupert Gatti
Open Book Publishers
rupert.gatti@openbookpublishers.com 
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