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Empire: From the seventeenth century onwards, the English began to extend their language 

over the world. It is due to so important factors as the power of the British Empire, the 

importance in the Industrial revolution taking place in England for the first time or the 

supremacy of America in all over the world. Moreover, we all know that English has become a 

global language in the last fifty years, being the official language of the international and 

multinational companies and industries, and the language of Internet. 

We all know that long before this expansion of English as a global language, there were other 

minor spreads of the language, as for instance the spread of English to Scotland beof the 

military escapades of William the Conqueror (11th century) or to Ireland with the Anglo-

Norman troops sent by Henry II. 

But in global terms, the spread of English began in 16th century, when the language became a 

tool of imperial expansion, and end up by gaining a special place in the history of a significant 

number of countries. This was what happened in USA, but also in other colonial areas. You 

have here a table in which you can find how English spread took place in different territories 

conquered by the English. [1:78] 

As we can imagine, British colonialism was the first step of the expansion of English across the 

world. But it is also very important the Industrial Revolution in terms of the spread of English. 

Britain was the leader of the Industrial Revolution, and large-scale manufacturing and 

production machinery were just some of the major technological advancements being 

pioneered there. Countries which needed this new industrial knowledge could access it via 

the medium of English, something which made powerful again the language internationally. 

And the development of technology was side by side with the spread of English. For instance, 

English was the language in which the system of telegraph was developed, and English 

became the international language of all telegraph operators.  

Although Britain had been the greatest political, economic and industrial power in the world 

in the 18th century, by the end of the 19th and the early 20th centuries USA emerged as an 

economic and political superpower. During this time, the countries if the world began to came 

together in international organizations, and they need to be able to communicate. However, it 

was very expensive to run multilingual operations, so they decided that English would be the 

language used in their international interactions. Moreover, The League of Nations was 

created after the World War I, but then it was replaced by the United Nations, which ends up 

in New York. Thus, the world´s focus shifted to the United States.[2:23] 
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The influence of United States combined then the economic and political factors and the huge 

seize of its population: The United States has 70 per cent of all native speakers of English in 

the world.  

After the World War II and particularly in the 1980s and 1990s, the computer revolution 

began all over the world. It was due to the American technology and the American know-how. 

So, it is logic that the language of the computers is English. The main reason why it is like this 

is the fact that, although it could be designed with languages of one own country, this process 

it very expensive.  Advertising: During the 19th century the use of advertisements in 

publication increased, especially in more industrialized countries, due to the fact that there 

was more money and also more people interesting on them. In USA, however, they realized 

that if they put advertisements in their magazines, they could put lower the price of their 

magazines, something which led them to sell more and more of them. And as the international 

market grew, the media spread to all parts of the world, and became one of the most 

noticeable global manifestations of English language use. American English ruled. 

Broadcasting: As it has been already mentioned, the invention and use of telegraph supposed 

a very great impulse to English language. Britain was the pioneer in the use of telegraph, and 

all communications were made in English, having being necessary that all telegraph operators 

spoke English. So, it was one of the most important fact in the spread of English though the 

world. 

Motion pictures: The new technologies altered the way of public entertainment, and it also 

serves as a thrust of the English language. The development of the cinema was made initially 

by France and England, but the years during the World War I supposed a kind of blockage of 

cinema, and then American began to dominate it. Moreover, when the sound was added to the 

films, it was the spoken English which came to the movies. And although the film industry was 

developed also in other countries, it is still English language the dominant medium, maybe 

because the main studio, Hollywood, is in an English-spoken area.[3:56] 

Popular music: The other important entertainment technology was the recording industry, 

and also here the English language had the dominance. All the major recording companies in 

popular music had English-language origins, and when popular music arrived, it was in 

English scene mostly. The pop groups of English-speaking nations dominated the recording 

world: Elvis Presley in USA or the Beatles and the Rolling Stones in UK. No other single source 

has spread English around the world so rapidly. 

International travel and safety: The medium in transportation and accommodation is English. 

Equally, English instructions about safety on international flights and sailings and indications 

about emergency procedures are in English. English then has become the international 

language. “Airspeak”, the language of international aircraft control, emerged after the Second 

War World, and it was decided that English would be the international language of aviation. 

Education: Internationally, areas as science and technology have the medium of English 

language to spread over the world their ideas. It is the main reason why many countries have 

adopted English as the chief foreign languages in schools. It is obvious that people all over the 

world have to know English if they are students, as most of the important words in the field of 

education are written in English.[4] 

The earliest forms of English, collectively known as Old English or "Anglo-Saxon", evolved 

from a group of North Sea Germanic dialects brought to Great Britain by Anglo-Saxon settlers 
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in the 5th century; these dialects generally resisted influence from the then-local Common 

Brittonic and British Latin languages. However Old English dialects were later influenced by 

Old Norse-speaking Viking settlers and invaders starting in the 8th and 9th centuries. At the 

time, Old English and Old Norse even retained considerable mutual intelligibility. Middle 

English began in the late 11th century after the Norman Conquest of England, when 

considerable Old French (especially Old Norman French) and Latin-derived vocabulary was 

incorporated into English over some three hundred years. Early Modern English began in the 

late 15th century with the start of the Great Vowel Shift and the Renaissance trend of 

borrowing further Latin and Greek words and roots into English, concurrent with the 

introduction of the printing press to London. This era notably culminated in the King James 

Bible and the works of William Shakespeare. The printing press greatly standardized English 

spelling,[citation needed] which has remained largely unchanged since then, despite a wide 

variety of later sound shifts in different English dialects. 

To sum up ,  modern English grammar is the result of a gradual change from a typical Indo-

European dependent-marking pattern with a rich inflectional morphology and relatively free 

word order to a mostly analytic pattern with little inflection and a fairly fixed subject–verb–

object word order.Modern English relies more on auxiliary verbs and word order for the 

expression of complex tenses, aspects and moods, as well as passive constructions, 

interrogatives, and some negation. 
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