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Author acknowledges the change 
in authorship and provides 
updated author information

Author does not 
agree with concerns

Update dataset with  
updated metadata

Do the  
authors respond?

No response 
from co-authors

Dataset is  
not published

Author does not respond

Confirm receipt and agreement to be named  
to the author; determine desired outcome

If the person raising the concern is not an 
author, contact the corresponding author. 
Request comments on the concerns and 
information about other affected content

Contact co-authors. Request comments 
on the concerns and information about 

other affected content

IF CONCERNS ARE BEYOND A 
CHANGE IN AUTHOR ORDER, 

CONSIDER RAISING THE MATTER 
TO THE AUTHORS’ INSTITUTION OR 
THE INSTITUTION THAT OWNS THE 
DATA TO REQUEST THEIR REVIEW

CONCERNS ARE RAISED  
TO THE DATA PUBLISHER

If the request for change involves the 
author order, also notify co-authors

Notify parties hosting related content of the 
concerns and that you are following up

NOTIFY THE PERSON WHO RAISED 
THE CONCERN AND PARTIES HOSTING 
RELATED CONTENT OF THE OUTCOME

The FORCE11 & COPE Research Data Publishing Ethics Working Group Recommendations for the handling of ethical issues around data publication are available at 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5391293 
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