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Session outline
Begin to explore sustainability through:
 Science
 Religious worldviews

Participants are invited to:
1. Explore the meaning of the term ‘sustainability’ 
2. Consider the relationship between science and religion 
3. Reflect on the nature and communication of knowledge
4. Explore the Learning Community Blackboard
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Why place sustainability in the context of 
science and religion?

• Sustainability: is often, a question for science and technology

• Though, questions of sustainability naturally link to theology
• Particularly stewardship or guardianship and ‘looking after the earth’

• who is responsible? 
• who are those responsible, responsible to?
• why are they/we responsible?

The workshops focus on the science-religion discourse 
Synergy and interaction between stewardship and STEM 
TIES the sustainability conversation together
Enables a multidisciplinary response: e.g., population, economics, technology, environment

Frozen Planet ( Image: BBC Studios)
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What does Sustainability mean to you?

https://bit.ly/3kCmFWz

And what related questions can you ask?

https://bit.ly/3kCmFWz
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Religious view of stewardship
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Relationship between S&R

Taken from Cantor and Kenny (2001, p776) https:// doi.org /10.1111/0591 -
2385.00395

https://doi.org/10.1111/0591-2385.00395
https://doi.org/10.1111/0591-2385.00395
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Advocated by Gus Speth (2023) 
recognises the challenges of 
sustainability…
• going beyond science 

capabilities
• highlighting humanity’s 

flaws
• promoting multidisciplinary 

approaches as a way 
forward
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science-religion discourse

Sustainability – simple questions to ask:
• Science – How can we do it?
• Religion – Why should we be doing it?

• Science and religion – challenges for teachers
• Can feel like a contested space/often perceived as incompatible
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Why should we care for our planet?
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Perception of students’ views
Stewardship Sustainability

That stewardship is 
understood as taking care 

of or looking after the 
environment and living 

things around us

It is the process of 
meeting ends meet and 

developing a stable 
lifestyle to avoid a crisis

To be sustainable is to meet the demands of the 
present without sacrificing the requirements of the 

future, and to do so in a way that maintains a 
healthy equilibrium among economic 

development, environmental protection, and social 
progress.

They are eco aware and would 
say it is about recycling, not 

wasting resources. They worry 
about climate change. They may 
not yet understand their need to 

make personal sacrifices.

Students were not much aware 
of the term 

stewardship….responsibility for 
something and take ownership 
to fulfil the responsibility and to 
manage the resources well to 
achieve the desired results.

A responsible person, 
someone who looks 

after things for others, 
plans and manages as 

well.
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Adapting and Using Existing Resources

Open Access Resource from the TES Open Access Primary Science Teachers Trust
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Blackboard
2022-23 INSBS Learning Community

Resources:
 Science
 Religious 
Other disciplines

Upload and share with the community
https://bit.ly/3ZwqM5r

https://learn.canterbury.ac.uk/ultra/courses/_21594_1/outline
https://bit.ly/3ZwqM5r
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Sharing of resources
The resource

Who are the audience/learners
How have you used the resource in class?

How could it be developed? (interdisciplinary)

NEXT SESSION – April 19th

Discussion board tasks and sharing
https://bit.ly/3meIZGl

https://learn.canterbury.ac.uk/ultra/courses/_21594_1/outline/discussion/_3755842_1?view=discussions&courseId=_21594_1
https://bit.ly/3meIZGl
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Questions
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Feedback

https://bit.ly/3IBD7yi

https://bit.ly/3IBD7yi
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