Datasets of eponyms for South American plants and Mozambican terrestrial vertebrates
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Methods
To compile a list of eponyms and nationalities of the first author of each terrestrial vertebrate species for the country of Mozambique, we used the IUCN shapefiles (IUCN, 2022) and intersected them with the shapefile of Mozambique (South, 2017). We then checked the scientific names for the existence of eponyms and whenever present we would search for the nationality of the eponym for each of the 1295 species. Additionally, we also retrieved the nationality of the first author of the species. Both nationalities were retrieved by searching the internet for the eponym/name of the author. In many cases, the authors had double nationalities; in those cases, we included both.
To calculate the percentages of eponyms and first authors we divided the count of each grouping by the total number of species in each class. The plots were made in R (version 4.1.2) (R Core Team, 2018) using the package ggplot2 (version 3.3.5) (Wickham, 2016).
For the second dataset comprising land plants and fungi, we compiled a list of eponyms based on the names available in the dataset of the Brazilian Flora and Funga project (see BFG, 2021). Brazil is the most biologically diverse country in the world in terms of plants and fungi species, and Brazil’s flora and fungi project is the largest taxonomic treatment available online so far, thus providing a voluminous dataset to get a proxy for eponym search. Despite this method being not perfect in correctly assigning which names were eponyms, this is the best way for a rapid search for eponyms in a voluminous dataset. We performed a semi-automated search to check for the existence of eponyms, considering both manual checking based on expert knowledge, approximate string-matching algorithms (van der Loo, 2014) and also the name terminations and suffix patterns that are associated with eponyms, as defined by the current International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Turland et al., 2018). Eponyms were differentiated from other epithets that were based on morphology, geography or other features. Additionally, we counted the number of times the same eponym (and their similar), separating eponyms that referred to someone honoured once, two to ten times, ten to fifty times and more than fifty times. The year of publication for every name was obtained from the World Checklist of Vascular Plants (WCVP) – Version 10 (Govaerts, 2022).
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