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Abstract

This	 report	 has	 been	prepared	 as	 a	 part	 of	 the	Horizon	 2020	 FUME	project	 –	 Future	Migration	
Scenarios for Europe (870649) and its deliverable “D.6.2. Report on migration and demographic 
patterns in the EU CEE countries and potential source countries”. Its aim is to analyse the migration 
profile	of	the	Slovak	Republic	and	to	assess	the	country’s	migration	potential	in	order	to	provide	
material	for	fine-tuning	of	the	FUME	migration	projection	model.	Some	of	the	variables	considered	
in	 this	 analysis	 are:	 migrants’	 gender,	 education	 attainment,	 employment,	 formal	 status	 and	
country	 of	 origin.	 Moreover,	 the	 report	 is	 a	 first	 step	 in	 the	 analytical	 exercise	 which	 aims	 to	
determine migration movement potential both from and to the Slovak Republic.

Slovakia, similarly to other Visegrad countries, is a relatively new immigration country. Some 
of the key moments in its recent migration history are: the accession to the European Union in 
2004, joining the Schengen Area in 2007 and joining the Eurozone in 2009, as the only country 
of	 the	 region.	The	 report	 briefly	 presents	 the	 historical	 context	 of	migrations	 to	 and	 from	 the	
Slovak	Republic	 in	order	to	facilitate	understanding	of	the	country’s	current	migration	profile.	 It	
both sketches the demographic structure of the population of migrants residing in Slovakia and 
refers to the issues around the Slovak diaspora globally. Moreover, the presented analysis provides 
background information concerning particular institutions and laws that are crucial for migration 
policy of the country.
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1. Introduction

The structure of the report

In the introductory part this report provides the historical background for the migration movement 
in	 the	Slovak	context.	Then,	 in	the	following	part	 it	delves	 into	the	characteristics	of	 the	Slovak	
diaspora	globally.	In	the	third	part	it	analyses	the	migration	stock	and	migration	flows	both	to	and	
from the Slovak Republic. Finally, in the fourth part, the it critically assesses the Slovak migration 
flow	data	presented	by	Abel	and	Cohen	(2019)	with	the	data	gathered	from	the	local	sources.

The historical background

The recent history of the independent Slovak Republic commenced on the 1st of January 1993, when 
Czechoslovakia, in result of the so-called Velvet Revolution, dissolved into two, newly established 
states.	Since	then,	both	the	Czech	Republic	and	the	Slovak	Republic	maintain	their	firm	places	on	
the political map of the old continent. Accordingly, the following analysis focuses mainly on the 
data	from	the	last	28	years.	Nevertheless,	in	order	to	better	ground	this	study	in	the	context	of	the	
longer	history	of	migration	processes	in	the	region,	the	authors	decided	it	is	necessary	to	also	briefly	
sketch migration movements to and from the Slovak Republic since the end of the 19th century.

Broadly	 speaking,	 the	 longer	 history	 of	 migrations	 from	 Slovakia	 is	 grounded	 in	 the	 context	
of migration movements of the 19th and 20th centuries. Between 1800 and 1925, more than 48 
million people left the industrializing countries of Europe searching for a new life in America and 
Oceania. The United States of America was a key migration destination, however also Argentina, 
Brazil,	Australia	and	Canada	attracted	a	significant	number	of	Europeans.	Initially	the	key	sending	
countries had been Britain, Ireland, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden (Massey, 1988). 
However, soon after this initial period also nationals of other European states started to contribute 
to the global migration landscape in greater numbers. Among them were also Slovaks who, until 
the	first	World	War,	have	been	 residing	on	 the	administrative	 territory	of	 the	Austro-Hungarian	
Empire.

The larger groups of migrants, including the Slovak nationals, started to migrate to the United 
States	of	America	since	1880s.	The	flow	of	emigrants	 leaving	the	Austro-Hungarian	Empire	and	
other	parts	of	 the	 region	 for	 the	USA	 (the	 so-called	 “new	 immigration”)	was	 so	 significant	 that	
already	in	a	period	of	1890	–	1900	it	outweighed	migration	from	the	old	countries	of	emigration	
(Bahna	2011:	53-54).	According	to	Bielik	and	Rákoš,	before	the	end	of	the	WWI,	97	to	99%	of	all	
emigrants from Slovakia moved to America (<Bielik and Rákoš 1969> quoted in Bahna 2011: 54). 
The	migration	flow	from	the	Austria-Hungary	peaked	in	1907,	when	209	169	people	left	the	country,	
42	041	of	whom	were	Slovaks.	Since	1899,	after	the	nationality	had	started	to	be	identified	in	the	
the	US	immigration	statistics,	a	steady	inflow	of	Slovaks	to	the	country	has	been	observed.	Over	
the period between 1900 and 1914 from 5 to over 40 thousand Slovaks have been emigrating to the 
USA every year (Bahna 2011: 56).
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The	First	World	War	temporarily	stopped	Slovak	migration	movement,	as	the	post-war	restrictions	
on	immigration	from	Czechoslovakia	significantly	curbed	the	number	of	Slovaks	migrating	to	the	
United States. Migration movement of Slovaks has been therefore redirected to the other parts 
of the world, mostly other European countries. Europe, however, was not the only destination for 
Slovak	emigrants.	For	example,	in	the	period	1926	–	1930,	a	great	number	of	them	emigrated	to	
Canada. In 1929, however, the global economic crisis (known commonly as the Great Depression) 
had	commenced,	and	then	did	not	end	until	the	beginning	of	the	WWII.	In	consequence,	the	new	
restrictions on migration have been introduced by the Canadian government and the short period 
when the direction of the Slovak migration movement diverted from the USA to Canada came to 
an end (Jakešová 1982 quoted in Bahna 2011: 58). Concluding the part of the analysis concerning 
the pre-war period, the authors wanted also to note that during the interbellum the number of 
Czechs	who	migrated	to	Slovakia	 (e.g.	 in	1930	over	121	 thousand	 -	primarily	a	 reflection	of	 the	
filling	of	jobs	in	the	new	state	and	public	service	by	Czech	workers)	topped	the	number	of	Slovaks	
who moved to Czechia (in 1930 over 44 thousand). This internal migratory movements changed 
after 1945. Since then Slovaks have been migrating to Czechia more frequently than Czechs to 
Slovakia (Bahna 2011: 29).

After	the	Second	World	War	Czechoslovakia	had	gotten	 into	the	Soviet	sphere	of	 influence	and	
the	external	migration	was	curbed.	The	two	political	events	which	caused	significant	outflow	of	
citizens from Czechoslovakia (Slovaks among them) were the communist coup of 1948 and the 
occupation	of	the	country	by	the	Soviet	bloc	troops	in	1968.	Speaking	of	the	first	event,	according	
to some sources, during the most intensive emigration period of 1948 - 1950 over 23 thousand 
citizens	fled	the	country.	Speaking	of	the	latter,	on	the	other	hand,	in	the	result	of	the	occupation	
of	Czechoslovakia	 by	 the	Warsaw	 Pact	 troops	 in	August	 1968,	 until	 the	 end	 of	 1969	 over	 100	
thousand	Czechoslovak	citizens	fled	the	country	(Ratica	2006	quoted	in	Bahna	2011:	58).	The	most	
frequent emigration destination for the fugitives were Switzerland, Canada, Austria and Germany. 
According	to	the	experts,	however,	it	were	Czechs,	not	Slovaks,	who	contributed	to	this	migration	
outflow	more	numerously.	Presumably,	this	disparity	was	linked	to	the	relatively	lesser	involvement	
of Slovaks in the events of the Prague Spring, their relatively limited access to information and 
personal	contacts,	as	well	as	less	expanded	social	networks,	all	of	which	were	crucial	for	emigres	
leaving the country during this period.

Last	but	not	least,	it	is	important	to	note	that	after	the	WWII	internal	migration	of	Slovaks	within	
the	 territory	 of	 Czechoslovakia	 significantly	 increased.	The	 largest	 migration	 movement	 from	
Slovakia	to	Czechia	has	been	noted	in	the	1950s.	One	of	its	key	causes	was	the	expulsion	of	the	
German population from the Sudetenland that then had to be replaced by Czechs and Slovaks. In 
the 1960s, relocation from Slovakia remained at the level of 20,000 people a year, whereas from 
the mid-1970s onwards at the level of around 10,000 a year (Bahna 2011: 70).

As alrady has been pointed out, migration movement from the Slovak to Czech regions prevailed 
over	movement	 in	 the	 reverse	direction	during	 the	post	WW2	period.	That	data	 from	1991	and	
from 2001 show that over 100 thousand Slovaks decided to return to Slovakia during the 1990s. 
That, supposedly, is linked with the change of the political and economic system that had occured 
with	disintegration	of	the	socialist	block	(Bahna	2011:	69).	Needless	to	say,	migration	profiles	of	
the central European countries have been visibly shaped by the post-war, collective history of the 
region. According to Sándor Gallai:
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The Visegrad countries share some marked similarities which differentiate them from most 
West European states. In the Communist era these countries were closed to large-scale 
immigration and the possibility of emigrating to the West was also limited and mostly illegal. 
The freedom of movement was neither codified, nor respected. Therefore, compared to most 
West European societies, the countries in this region had a rather limited experience with 
immigration and each of them demonstrated a relatively high level of both ethnic and cultural 
homogeneity (Gallai 2017: 228).

The	recent	two	decades	brough	a	major	change	in	migration	profile	of	the	Slovak	Republic,	as	the	
Republic ‘has been transforming gradually from a country of emigration to a country of transit, 
and	[now]	is	slowly	becoming	a	country	of	destination	(Bolečekova	&	Olejarova	2017:	192)’.	This,	
substantial shift is illustrated by the fact that while Slovakia still ‘has one of the lowest proportions 
of migrants in the population among the EU Member States, […] since its EU accession in May 
2004,	[the	country]	has	experienced	the	second	largest	increase	of	migrant	population	among	the	
European	countries,	especially	in	the	Bratislava	region	(Drbohlav	&	Jaroszewicz	2016:	130)’.
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2. Methodology, Definitions and Sources 

2.1 Methodology and sources

The following report is based on the desk research and critical analysis of the secondary data. The materials 
analysed for its purposes had been gathered between April and September 2020. The main sources of 
information for this assessment were public, statistical databases, both local and international. The authors 
have	been	extensively	utilising	both	the	data	provided	by	the	Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	as	well	
as	the	Eurostat’s	figures.	The	Slovak	Statistical	Office’s	‘source	publications’	on	the	population	change	in	the	
Slovak	Republic	provide	disaggregated	data	on	migration	flows	in	the	Slovak	context	year	to	year.	Another	
important source of data for this analysis are the annual reports: ‘Annual Statistical Overviews of Legal and 
Illegal	Migration	in	the	Slovak	Republic’	published	by	the	‘Bureau	of	Border	and	Foreign	Police	of	the	Presidium	
of	 the	 Police	 Force’	 under	Ministry	 of	 Interior	 of	 the	Slovak	 Republic	 (hereafter:	MoI).	Those	 publications	
include	the	data	on	different	forms	of	residence	legalisation	available	to	the	foreigners	in	the	Slovak	Republic.	
Moreover,	in	order	to	present	a	complex	picture	of	immigrant	residents’	population	in	Slovakia	the	authors	
have	 been	 gathering	 the	 information	 from	 the	 reports	 of	 the	Central	Office	 of	 Labour,	 Social	Affairs	 and	
Family. Finally, for the parto of the analysis concerning the Slovak diaspora we incorporated into the analysis 
the	estimations	provided	by	the	Office	for	the	Slovaks	Living	Abroad.	Last	but	not	least,	the	final	part	of	the	
report	refers	to	the	estimations	on	the	immigrant	flows	shared	by	Abel	&	Cohen	(2019).

Before	proceeding	to	the	analysis	of	the	collected	data	it	is	necessary	to	shed	light	on	the	definitions	of	the	key	
terms	introduced	further.	The	authors	are	going	to	explain	how	those,	particular	expressions	are	understood	
by the public Slovak institutions operating in the area of migration and local migration policy.

Firstly,	the	authors	of	this	report	are	going	to	introduce	the	definitions	concerning	the	Slovaks	living	in	the	
foreign countries, in other words, the Slovak diaspora. Secondly, the light will be shed on those terms that 
concern	the	migration	flows	to	the	Slovak	Republic	and	the	stock	of	immigrants	living	in	the	territory	of	the	
country. Finally, the types of residence permits available to foreigners, details of the registration for the EU 
nationals and visas for foreigners are going to be listed and characterised.

2.2 The Slovak diaspora – terms and definitions

Talking about the Slovak diaspora, it is necessary to specify who Slovaks actually acknowledge as their fellow 
nationals	abroad,	thus	what	they	understand	through	the	term	‘diaspora’.	According	to	Svetluša	Surova,	the	
contemporary	Slovak	law,	differently	than	in	the	past,	equates	the	terms:	‘Slovak	Abroad’,	‘Foreign	Slovak’,	
‘Expatriate	 Slovak’	 and	 ‘Slovak	 living	 abroad’.	 Moreover,	 the	 law	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Republic	 equates	 Slovak	
nationals	living	abroad	and	persons	of	Slovak	origins	who	do	not	hold	the	country’s	citizenship	(Surova	2016:	
21). That applies to the, broadly speaking, cultural and symbolic dimension of nationhood:

By 1999, the Slovak parliament had already recognized Slovak co-ethnics living abroad as an integral part of 
the Slovak nation and as spiritual holders of Slovak statehood (Declaration of NCSR on foreign Slovaks, 1999). 
Notions of the Slovak nation are predominantly based in ethnicity in other Slovak documents such as the 
constitution and the language law. The constitution clearly separates the Slovak nation from others nations 
which form national minorities and ethnic groups in Slovakia. Secondly, the overall spirit of the preamble 
indicates	that	the	Slovak	nation	is	defined	in	ethnic	terms	and	covers	ethnic,	linguistic,	cultural,	and	historical	
links between the members of this nation. Thirdly, the conception of the Slovak language in the preamble of 
the language law also supports an ethnic understanding of the Slovak nation (Ibidem: 22).
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The author also puts forward the conceptualisation of the Slovak citizenship utilised by the state institutions 
of the Slovak Republic:

Citizens are individuals who hold citizenship and they may belong to the Slovak nation or to other nationalities 
and ethnic groups. Slovak citizenship can be obtained in 3 ways; through birth, by adoption, or it may be 
granted. Acquisition of Slovak citizenship takes place usually by birth; it refers mainly to jus sanguini and not 
to	unconditional	jus	soli.	This	is	another	argument	—	Slovak	citizenship	is	not	purely	civic	but	a	mixture	of	both	
civic and ethnic principles (Ibidem).

For	better	understanding	of	the	Slovak	policy	concerning	the	country’s	diaspora	it	is	also	important	to	introduce	
the	concept	of	a	‘national	awareness’	as	understood	by	the	Slovak	public	institutions.	What	is	important	in	this	
regard are the implications of this understanding for the Slovak co-ethnic non-citizens:

While	Slovak	citizens	living	abroad	do	not	have	to	maintain	Slovak	awareness,	Slovak	co-ethnic	non-citizens	
have to both have Slovak ethnicity and preserve Slovak awareness. They must have direct ancestors, such 
as parents, grandparents or great grandparents, with Slovak ethnicity. For the purpose of the law, ‘national 
awareness’	is	understood	as	an	active	declaration	that	the	person	belongs	to	the	Slovak	nation	and	adheres	
to the values represented by the Slovak language, Slovak cultural heritage, and traditions. Slovak co-ethnic 
non-citizens living abroad should be able to speak the Slovak language and moreover should publicly perform 
their	national	awareness.	 If	an	individual	does	not	have	any	evidence	of	public	activities	exemplifying	their	
national awareness, then the formal Slovak organisation or institution in their country of residence must write 
a	testimony	as	evidence	of	the	person’s	national	awareness	(Ibidem:	23).

The	status	of	‘the	Slovak	Living	Abroad’	(hereafter:	SLA)	grants	its	holder	some	benefits	and	rights,	although,	
of	 course,	 those	 entitlements	 do	 not	 exactly	match	 those	 held	 by	Slovak	 citizens.	 For	 example,	 the	SLA	
holders enjoy a free access to the Slovak labour market (they do not need employment permits to work and 
can	start	businesses	residing	in	Slovakia	on	the	basis	of	temporary	residence	permits),	they	benefit	from	some	
social	protections	from	the	Slovak	state,	and	they	are	granted	the	set	of	entitlements	in	the	field	of	education,	
similar	 to	 the	 ones	 granted	 to	 the	 citizens	 (for	 example	with	 regard	 to	 the	 accommodation	 and	meals	 in	
schools). Moreover, the SLA can apply for a Slovak citizenship after three years of uninterrupted residency in 
the	country,	which	is	a	shorter	period	than	this	that	applies	to	the	foreigners	not	holding	the	SLA	certificate	
(Ibidem: 26).

The	Úrad	pre	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	zahraničí	(‘Office	for	Slovaks	Living	Abroad’,	hereafter:	USZZ)	defines	the	
‘Slovak	living	abroad’	accordingly	to	the	art.	1,	section	2	of	the	Act	number	474.	of	23	September	2005	on	the	
Slovaks	Living	Abroad	and	Amendments	and	Additions	to	Certain	Laws’	as	a:	‘person,	who	is	not	permanently	
resident in the territory of the Slovak Republic and either is a citizen of the Slovak Republic or is not, but if 
not, then he/she can be considered the Slovak living abroad only provided he/she maintains his/her national 
awareness, and he/she or his/her direct ancestor is of Slovak ethnic origin (The National Council of the Slovak 
Republic	2005)’.	The	‘national	awareness’,	on	the	other	hand,	is	understood	in	the	following	way:	‘the	active	
demonstrations of being part of the Slovak nation and recognition of values representing the Slovak language, 
Slovak	cultural	heritage	and	traditions	(The	National	Council	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2005)’.	According	to	this	
broad	definition,	 the	Slovak	emigrants	who	moved	abroad	over	 the	period	of	 the	 last	200	years	and	 their	
descendants are still recognised as Slovaks (The National Council of the Slovak Republic 2005). This is, of 
course,	not	in	line	with	the	definition	of	a	nationality	utilised	in	censuses.

Speaking	of	the	data	on	the	SLA,	according	to	the	USZZ,	2092	SLA	certificates	have	been	granted	in	2019.	
In	a	longitudinal	perspective,	the	yearly	numbers	of	the	grantings	of	the	SLA	certificates	had	remained	at	a	
relatively	stable	level	for	the	last	3	years	(2025	certificates	granted	in	2017,	2371	in	2018),	after	it	had	almost	
doubled	year	 to	year;	 from	1116	 in	2015	 to	2207	 in	2016	 (USZZ	2020	a).	The	SLA	Certificates	 replaced	 the	
former	‘Expatriate	Cards’	on	1	January	2006	(Consulate	General	of	the	Slovak	Republic	in	New	York,	a).	In	total,	
12	011	SLA	certificates	have	been	issued	between	2012	and	2019	(Ibidem).
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While Slovak citizens living abroad do 
not have to maintain Slovak awareness, 
Slovak co-ethnic non-citizens have to 
both have Slovak ethnicity and preserve 
Slovak awareness. They must have direct 
ancestors, such as parents, grandparents 
or great grandparents, with Slovak 
ethnicity. For the purpose of the law, 
‘national awareness’ is understood as 
an active declaration that the person 
belongs to the Slovak nation and adheres 
to the values represented by the Slovak 
language, Slovak cultural heritage, and 
traditions.

“
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2.3 The Immigrant and emigrant stocks, migration flows – terms and definitions

Firstly,	 it	 is	 important	 to	 remember	 that	 the	 Slovak	 Statistical	Office	 differentiates	 between	 ‘foreigners’,	
‘immigrants’	and	‘emigrants’.	The	persons	considered	as	foreigners	are	recognised	as	such	on	the	basis	of	the	
following legislation:

The conditions for foreigners´ entry to, stay on and departure from the territory of the SR are laid down in 
Act No. 48/2002 Coll. on Stay of Aliens as amended. Under the Act “foreigner” means any person who is not a 
citizen of the Slovak Republic, including stateless persons. Thus, foreigners are citizens of another EU Member 
State, nationals of any other State party to the Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA), nationals 
of the Swiss Confederation and members of their families, third-country nationals and stateless persons. The 
entry	and	stay	of	EU/EEA	citizens	in	the	Slovak	Republic	are	subjects	to	a	special	legal	regime	approximating	
to the rights of the citizens of the Slovak Republic.

On the other hand, the foreign immigration and emigration are understood as follows: ‘The foreign migration 
means	a	change	of	the	country	of	permanent	residence,	irrespective	of	citizenship.’	Then,	the	immigration:	
‘means the action by which a person establishes his or her usual residence in the territory of a Member State 
for	a	period	that	is,	or	is	expected	to	be,	at	least	twelve	months,	having	previously	been	usually	resident	in	
another	Member	State	or	a	third	country	(Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2019	a)’.	Such	approach	
clearly	leaves	out	a	significant	group	of	temporary	and	circular	migrants,	who	work	abroad	only	for	a	short	
period	of	time,	not	having	their	abroad	stay	formally	registered	and	often	working	without	expected	 legal	
permits.

Speaking of the forced migrants, on the one hand, in the Slovak statistics the international protection 
recipients	are	included	in	the	scope	of	immigrant	group.	On	the	other,	however,	Slovak	statisticians	exclude	
from this group those persons who remain in Slovakia on a basis of a tolerated stay and those asylum seekers 
who do not yet have their asylum applications processed:

The number of immigrants and the total population usually resident in the territory of the SR include also 
foreigners who were granted the asylum, based on which their residence is considered the permanent 
residence in the territory of the SR, and persons who were provided with subsidiary protection, based on 
which their residence is considered the temporary stay in the territory of the SR. The number of immigrants 
and the total population usually resident in the territory of the SR do not include applicants for international 
protection, nor persons having their tolerated stay in the territory of the SR, which results from the nature 
of	stay	(the	maximum	length	of	a	tolerated	stay	is	granted	for	180	days,	but	may	be	extended	repeatedly).	
(Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2017	a)

Then, the emigration is understood as: ‘the action by which a person, having previously been usually resident 
in the territory of a Member State, ceases to have his or her usual residence in that Member State for a period 
that	is,	or	is	expected	to	be,	of	at	least	twelve	months	(Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2019	a)’.

Finally,	 the	 ‘usual	 residence’,	 the	 term	 which	 both	 of	 the	 previously	 introduced	 definitions	 refer	 to,	 is	
understood as: ‘the place in which a person normally spends the daily period of rest, regardless of temporary 
absences for purposes of recreation, holiday, visits to friends and relatives, business, medical treatment, or 
religious pilgrimage; or, if data are not available, the place of legal or registered residence (Ibidem).
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3. Registering Residence in the Slovak Republic

Unsurprisingly, the foreigners are entitled to legalize their stay in the Slovak Republic utilising varying legal 
pathways, depending on their status:

There are two residence permit regimes in the SR: the registration and granting of residence permits. The 
registration applies to EU/EEA citizens, while other foreigners have to request for a residence permit and then 
they may be granted. Legal migration is based on the granting of a temporary stay permit to third-country 
nationals, granting of a permanent residence permit to third-country nationals and advantaged foreigners, the 
registration of a permanent residence permit of EU/EEA citizens and the granting of a tolerated stay permit 
to third-country nationals. Thus, the legal system of the SR distinguishes the temporary stay permit, which 
is bound to a particular purpose, the permanent residence permit and the tolerated stay permit. (Statistical 
Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2017	a)

The	first	of	those	legal	paths	is	residence	legalisation	based	on	obtaining	of	a	residence	permit.	According	to	
the Act no. 404/2011 On Residence of Foreigners there are three types of available residence permits issued 
by	the	Slovak	officials	(Ministry	of	Labour,	Social	Affairs	and	Family	of	the	Slovak	Republic,	2020).	The	first	
of those is a temporary residence permit, issued to the third-country nationals for the following purposes: 
business,	employment,	study,	research	and	development,	family	reunification	and	fulfilling	the	duties	of	the	
civilian components of the armed forces. This status might also be granted to persons who already hold the 
SLA status and to persons who have been granted long-term resident status in another EU member state. 
How long the temporary residence permit enables the foreigner to stay in Slovakia depends on the purpose 
of	stay	that	constitutes	a	legal	basis	for	granting	of	the	document	(Ministry	of	Foreign	and	European	Affairs	of	
the Slovak Republic, 2020 a).

Another type of residence permit available to the foreigners in the Slovak Republic is the permanent residence 
permit.	This	document	might	be	 issued	 in	three	types.	The	first	one	 is	the	permit	 issued	for	five	years,	the	
second	for	unlimited	duration	 (dependent	on	the	 individual	migrant’s	circumstances	and	the	 length	of	 the	
foregoing stay in the Slovak Republic), and the third one is granted to the third country nationals who were 
granted long-term resident status in the European Union.

Finally, the foreigners in Slovakia might be granted the tolerated stay. This kind of document may be issued in 
some	specific	circumstances,	for	example	to	the	minors	found	on	the	territory	of	the	Slovak	Republic,	to	the	
foreigners	who	are	recognised	as	the	victims	of	human	trafficking,	or	to	the	individuals	on	whom	quarantining	
is	enforced	(Ministry	of	Labour,	Social	Affairs	and	Family	of	the	Slovak	Republic,	2020a).

As Slovakia is a Schengen State, the rules of obtaining a visa to enter Slovakia (and Schengen Area at the same 
time) are subject to the international regulations concerning that matter. Finally, the registrations for the EU 
nationals apply to those foreigners who hold EU/EEA passport and are staying in Slovakia for a period longer 
than three months.
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Picture: Axel Czikora/Unsplash.com
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4. The Slovak Diaspora

4.1 The ‘Office for Slovaks Living Abroad’ and the diaspora engagement policy

As for the last 30 years the newly established Republic has been developing and reforming its policies 
concerning	 the	 Slovaks	 living	 abroad,	 since	 1993	 different	 acts	 have	 been	 institutionalized	 and	 the	 legal	
context	 for	diaspora-related	 issues	have	been	gradually	established.	The	first	and	crucial	document	 in	 this	
regard is the Constitution of the Slovak Republic. This legislatition has been enacted with the establishment of 
the new state, and then altered in 1997, 1999, 2005 and 2016 (Surova, 2016, p. 20).

The	key	step	in	the	development	of	the	country’s	diaspora-related	policy	has	been	the	establishment	of	the	
formal	body	responsible	for	shaping	Slovak	policy	towards	Slovaks	residing	outside	of	the	country.	‘The	Office	
for	Slovaks	Living	Abroad’	located	in	the	capital	of	Slovakia,	Bratislava,	has	been	instituted	on	the	1	January	
2006.	The	legal	ground	for	establishment	of	the	office	has	been	the	‘ACT	No.	474/2005	on	the	Slovaks	Living	
Abroad and on Amendments and Additions to Certain Laws1’	 (The	National	Council	of	 the	Slovak	Republic	
2005)	 the	 law	which	 is	 still	 in	 force	 shaping	Slovak	 Republic’s	 bilateral	 relationship	 with	 its	 foreign-living	
nationals2.

Accordingly	to	the	Office’s	charter3	(USZZ,	2005),	the	USZZ	has	been	granted	the	following	responsibilities:	
supporting Slovaks living abroad, providing them with information, collaborating with the diasporic 
communities,	bestowing	the	Certificate	of	Slovak	Living	Abroad	and	hathering	the	data	on	the	life	of	Slovaks	
living abroad documenting it. Amongst the aforementioned prerogatives the latest one is of particular 
relevance	 for	 this	 analysis,	 inasmuch	 as	 the	USZZ	performs	 that	 duty	 collecting	 and	 sharing	 its	 diaspora-
related statistics and estimations in its webpage (https://www.uszz.sk/sk). Some of the interesting data can be 
found	there	in	the	section	‘the	Numbers	and	the	Estimates’	(pocty	a	odhady)	in	the	website	of	the	very	Office,	
however most of the interesting, relevant information around the Slovak diaspora has been uploaded through 
the	educational	portal	‘Slovenské	zahraničie’	(Slovak	Abroad)	administrated	by	the	USZZ.

According to the Slovak authors publishing in the Slovak Abroad portal, the very idea to establish such archive: 
‘encapsulates building a stable, professional, journalist-spirit, up to date database which will enable us to 
get	 to	know	where	we	come	 from’	 (Slovenské	zahraničie,	 2020	a).	 Indeed,	 in	both	of	 the	aforementioned	
websites	the	Slovak	officials	share	the	data	on	the	size	of	the	Slovak	diasporic	groups	globally,	disaggregated	
by countries and regions. The weak points of both databases are that, unfortunately, they are quite outdated, 
as the most recent data published there dates back to 2008. The authors of the estimates also do not provide 
an	opportunity	to	analyse	the	data	on	Slovak	diaspora	crossing	the	country	of	emigrants’	residence	with	any	
other variables.

1 In Slovak: Zákon č. 474/2005 Z. z. o Slovákoch žijúcich v zahraničí.
2 The	comprehensive	analysis	of	Slovak	diaspora	policy	is	presented	by	Michal	Vašečka	and	Viera	Žúborová	in	their	chapter:	
Diaspora Policies, Consular Services and Social Protection for Slovak Citizens Abroad in: Migration and Social Protection in 

Europe and Beyond (Volume 2)	by	J-M.	Lafleur	and	D.	Vintila,	pages:	427-440.
3 In Slovak: Štatút Úradu pre Slovákov žijúcich v zahraničí.
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Speaking	of	 the	data	 -	Slovaks	 compare	 the	official	 calculations	 collected	 from	 the	general	 censuses	with	
their own estimations (odhady krajanov	–	fellow	nationals’	estimations)	(USZZ,	2020	c).	According	to	what	the	
authors	of	this	report	were	told	by	the	USZZ	representative	in	the	direct	correspondence,	the	local	sources	for	
the	data	on	Slovak	diaspora	were:	‘estimates	made	by	Slovak	associations	abroad,	staff	of	the	Slovak	consulates	
and	Slovak	experts4‘.	The	Slovak	sources	frequently	point	out	that	the	official	statistics	underestimate	the	size	
of	the	Slovak	communities	in	different	countries.	While	from	methodological	perspective	the	emergence	of	
such	disparity	is	something	expected5 , the very fact still needs to be acknowledged, as its roots might be in 
the	very	scope	of	the	definitions	used	in	the	process	of	developing	of	the	estimates.

According	to	the	IOM-administrated	Global	Migration	Data	Portal,	the	‘hard’	data	on	the	global	diasporas	is	
drastically limited:

Data	on	diaspora	populations	are	difficult	to	collect,	as	emigrants	are	not	automatically	members	of	diasporas,	
and second- and third-generation descendants of migrants may also be considered or consider themselves to 
be part of a diasporas group. Generally, there is far more information available on diasporas than there are 
data.	Information	is	qualitatively	different	from	data,	with	information	suggesting	a	nonsystematic	approach.	
Currently there are no attempts to measure global diaspora populations per se, but the data sources below 
can	act	as	a	proxy	for	diasporas	that	maintain	links	to	a	certain	country	of	origin	(Migration	Data	Portal	2020).

There	are,	however,	sources	that	can	help	to	fill	the	gaps	in	the	general	knowledge	on	the	subject	of	diasporas,	
however	they	should	be	treated	as	a	‘rough	proxy’	(Migration	Data	Portal	2020).	Those	are,	for	example,	the	
data on emigrant stocks from particular countries, or the data on various diaspora-related issues, such as 
transnational	 remittances	 (United	Nations,	Department	of	 Economic	 and	Social	Affairs,	Statistics	Division	
2017: 74-87). Aware of the limitations in the data availability, the authors of this report decided to include 
the	rough	estimations	of	the	sizes	of	the	Slovak	diaspora	communities	shared	by	the	USZZ.	Accordingly,	the	
numbers regarding the ten largest Slovak diaspora groups (for 2008), listed together with some of the more 
recent estimations, are presented in the following table:

4.2 The Slovak diaspora in numbers and estimates

The estimates published in Slovak Abroad indicate that the overall number of Slovak nationals living outside 
of	Slovakia	decreased	 significantly	 from	2	660	000	 in	 1991	 to	2	016	000	 in	2001.	Since	 then	however,	 the	
number	of	diaspora	members	remained	relatively	stable,	shrinking	to	2	015	125	over	the	next	four	years	(2005)	
and	then	reaching	2	236	730	in	2008	(Slovenské	zahraničie,	2020	b).	Clearly	it	is	important	to	highlight	that	the	
data for the year 1991, as has been already pointed in this report, refers to the period before the dissolution 
of	Czechoslovakia.	As	we	pointed	out	above	the	significant	number	of	Slovaks	had	 lived	 in	 the	Czech	part	
of Czechoslovakia before 1993 and then decided to move to Slovakia after the separate republic had been 
established.
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Country of residence The Slovak 
estimation for 

1991

The Slovak
estimation for 

2001

The Slovak
estimation for 

2008

The most
recent foreign
official	data

The Slovak
estimations for 

2020

The USA7 1 900 000 1 200 000 1 200 000 560 000 (2010) 750 000

Czechia8 315 000 350 000 375 000 148 000 (2011-2012) 350	–	400	000

Hungary 110 000 110 000 110 000 29 647 (2011-2012) 100 000

Canada9 100 000 100 000 100 000 72 000 (2016) 100	–	150	000

The United Kingdom10 1 000 35 000 90 000 84 000 (06.2018) 110 000

Serbia 64 000 60 000 60 000 52 750 (2011-2012) 35	–	42	000

Germany 20 000 20 000 60 000 58 235 (31.12.2018) 80 000

Austria 15 000 10 000 30 000 no data no data

Ireland - 1 000 30 000 9 717 (2016) 22 000

Argentina11 30 000 30 000 30 000 no data 20	–	25	000

Table 1. Slovaks living abroad - estimations and the official data.
Sources6: Slovenské zahraničie (2020 b), Úrad pre Slovákov žijúcich v zahraničí (2020 b), pp. 3-4, Personal e-mail 
correspondence with Pavel Meleg writing on behalf of the Úrad pre Slovákov žijúcich v zahraničí - e-mail message 
from 06.10.2020.

6 The	estimations	for	1991,	2001	and	2008	are	collected	from	‘Slovenské	zahraničie’	portal.	Both	the	remaining	data	and	
the	remarks	in	the	footnotes	2.,	3.	and	4.	shared	by	USZZ	thanks	to	their	courtesy	and	collected	from	Správa	za	rok	2019	o	

štátnej	politike	vo	vzťahu	k	Slovákom	žijúcim	v	zahraničí	[...]	published	by	Úrad	pre	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	zahraničí	(2020	b).
7 The data in the two columns on the right of the table concerning number the Slovaks living in the USA, Canada, UK, 

Germany,	 Ireland	and	Argentina	has	been	collected	from	the	table	 ‘Tab.č.9	Počty	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	západnej	Európe	a	

v	Zámorí’	(Personal	e-mail	correspondence	with	USZZ)	described	by	Pavel	Meleg	in	the	following	way:	‘On	the	one	hand,	

emmigrants	and	their	descendants	from	the	end	of	the	19th	until	the	end	of	the	20th	century.	(before	WWII	USA,	Argentina,	

Canada,	partially	France,	after	WWII	also	Germany,	Austria,	Sweden,	Switzerland).	All	those	are	„Slovaks“	according	to	the	

Act on Slovaks Living Abroad. On the other, the Slovak immigrants to the EU countries and oversea countries who have 

emigrated in 21century (after accession to the EU) have been included in the table. However they are not subject of the Act 

but the world has changed since it has been adopted.‘ (Ibidem).
8 The data in the two columns on the right on the number of Slovaks living in Czechia, Hungary and Serbia is collected from 

the	 table	 ‘Počty	príslušníkov	slovenských	národnostných	autochtónnych	menšín’	 (Úrad	pre	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	zahraničí	

<2020	b:	3>)	described	by	Pavel	Meleg	(in	personal	e-mail	correspondence	with	the	USZZ)	in	the	following	way:	‘Slovaks	

living in post Austro Hungarian countries, indigenous national minorities‘ (Ibidem).
9 Also, 40 000 people of Czechoslovak origin registered in Canada (Ibidem).
10 There	are	50	273	people	working	officially	in	the	United	Kingdom	(May	2019),	while	the	numbers	on	the	residents	show	84	
000 people (June 2018) (Ibidem).
11 There	are	estimations	that	say	that	there	were	30	000	–	50	000	Slovaks	who	emigrated	to	Argentina	in	the	1920s	and	1930s	
(there are also other estimations that say there were even 70 000 Slovak emigrants at that time). (Ibidem).
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5. Migration flows and migrant stocks – the analysis 
of gathered data

5.1 Population of the Slovak Republic

The	Statistical	Office	of	 the	Slovak	Republic	 reports	 that	as	of	January	2020	the	population	of	 the	country	
reached	5	457	873	having	grown	0,4%	over	the	last	decade	(Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2020).	The	
gender	ratio	of	the	overall	Slovak	population,	on	the	other	hand,	remained	stable	over	the	last	five	years,	as	
the share of women in the overall population of Slovakia have been remaining at the level of slightly above 
51%	(see	Figure	1).

Picture: Kotryna Juskaite
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Figure 1. Total population of Slovakia.
Source: Eurostat a.

Table 2. Sex ratio of the overall population of Slovakia.
Source: Eurostat a.

2 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

population on 
January 1st - males

2 642 328 2 646 082 2 651 684 2 656 514 2 661 077 no data

population on 
January 1st - females

2 779 021 2 780 170 2 783 659 2 786 606 2 789 344 no data

population on 
January 1st - total

5 421 349 5 426 252 5 435 343 5 443 120 5 450 421 5 457 873

The	Eurostat’s	projections	indicate	that	the	size	of	the	Slovak	population	is	going	to	decrease	over	the	next	30	
years.	By	2050	the	total	population	of	the	country	is	expected	to	shrink	to	slightly	above	5,1	milion	inhabitants	
(see Figure 2). One of the major factors taken into account in this projection is the Slovak total fertility rate 
which	 currently	 reaches	 approximately	 1.5	 child	 per	woman.	 Just	 as	 for	 the	 other	 countries	 of	 the	 region	
(e.g. Poland), the total fertility rate value for Slovakia is much lower than the replacement rate - 2.1 child per 
woman.
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5.2 Visas for the third country nationals and registrations for the EU nationals

One	of	the	important	sources	of	information	concerning	the	inflow	of	foreigners	to	the	Slovak	Republic	is	the	
data on the number of visas granted to the third country nationals. Those statistics can be used to conduct 
the	rough	assessment	of	the	size	of	the	inflow	of	foreigners	from	outside	of	the	European	Union	to	Slovakia	
and the nationality structure of the immigrants group. The Ukrainians are by far the largest group of the third 
country nationals granted this kind of document in Slovakia, as over 100 thousand of them have been issued 
visas	during	the	period	of	five	years	from	the	beginning	of	2015	till	the	end	of	2019	(see	Table	3).

Ukraine 101 572

Russia 54 924

Belarus 26 797

China 10 625

Turkey 6 975

Vietnam 5 896

Other countries 33 523

All visas 240 312

Table 3. Slovak visas granted to the nationals of particular states’ nationals between 2015 and 2019.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

Figure 2. Population of the Slovak Republic on the 1st January – projection for 2020-2050.
Source: Eurostat b.
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Figure 3. Visas granted by Slovak embassies to nationals of particular countries.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

The analysis of the aforementioned data indicates the steady, yearly decrease in the number of visas issued 
by the Slovak embassies during the analysed period. This, overall drop is clearly related to the fact that the 
number	 of	 visas	 granted	 to	 the	 very	Ukrainian	 citizens	 significantly	 shrinked	 over	 the	 analysed	 period	 of	
time. One of the major factors that caused this fall had been introducing the regime entitling Ukrainians with 
biometric passports to travel to the Schengen Area countries visa-free for up to 90 days within any 180-day 
period from June 11, 2017.

Figure 4. Visas granted by Slovak embassies, 2015-2019, year to year.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

While,	particularly	after	2016,	the	number	of	visas	issued	to	the	Ukrainian	citizens	dropped,	the	number	of	visa	
applications	filed	by	other	countries’	nationals	remained	relatively	stable	(see	Figure	5).
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Figure 5. Number of visas granted by Slovak embassies - top 4 countries for 2015-2019.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

Over the same period, the number of the EU nationals registering in Slovakia increased. The most numerous 
national groups among the EU citizens registered in the country are Czechs, Hungarians, Romanians, Poles 
and Germans. The sizes of those groups have been on the rise, slowly but steadily growing over the last few 
years	years.	The	total	size	of	the	most	numerous	group	–	the	citizens	of	Czechia	-	rose	from	below	10	thousand	
in December 2015 to over 11 thousand in December 2019 (see Figure 6).

Figure 6. Number of valid EU nationals’ registrations in the Slovak Republic for 31.12, top 5 countries for 2015-2019.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

Finally,	the	total	number	of	the	EU	citizens’	registrations	in	Slovakia	has	soared	from	below	50	thousand	in	
December 2015 to over 57 thousand in December 2019 (see Table 4). That substantial increase clearly indicates 
that the Slovak Republic is an attractive immigration destination not only for the third country nationals but 
also	for	the	EU	citizens	–	particularly	those	moving	from	the	neighbouring	countries,	such	as	Czechia,	Hungary	
and Poland.

Table 4. Number of valid EU nationals’ registrations in the Slovak Republic as of 31.12 of a given year.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

2015 49 526

2016 52 015

2017 54 056

2018 55 883

2019 57 248
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5.3 Residence permits

Key sources of the information concerning the stock of immigrants in Slovakia is the aforementioned data 
regarding	the	EU	citizens’	registrations,	as	well	as	the	data	on	the	number	of	the	residence	permits	issued	in	
the	country.	Whereas	in	2014	there	were	slightly	above	76	thousand	holders	of	such	permits	in	Slovakia,	by	the	
end	of	2019	this	number	almost	doubled	(see	figure	7).	Interestingly,	among	all	of	the	types	of	permits	issued	
by the Slovak authorities the most numerous were the permanent residence permits. In 2015 they constituted 
two thirds of all granted permits while those validating temporary residence constituted merely one third of 
all the documents. However, this ratio has changed over the last few years and the gap between the numbers 
of permanent and temporary residence permits narrowed. In 2019 the number of issued permanent residence 
permits outblanced the number of temporary permits by merely 10 thousand.

Last but not least, speaking of the tolerated residence permits, the peak number of such documents issued 
over a single year has been noted in 2015 during the so-called migration crisis12. Since then the number of 
grantings	of	such	documents	significantly	dropped	to	only	15	permits	issued	in	2018	and	51	in	2019.

As far as the migrants stock is concerned, another interesting development in the last years has been a growing 
importance of the immigration from the third countries in the total number of foreign residents in Slovakia. Up 
until 2017 the number of EU citizens living in the country was higher than the number of registered nationals 
of the third countries. From 2017 the third country nationals took the lead and currently they are the largest 

Figure 7. Number of valid residence permits by type of permit.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

12 Presumably, it might be more adequate to refer to those events as the European solidarity crisis instead. 



26

Figure 8. Number of valid residence permits on 31.12 by citizenship of the grantee13.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

From 2014 onwards the number of residence permits granted yearly to the citizens of the third countries has 
been steadily growing. Over the same period the number of registrations of the EU citizens rose (see Table 4), 
however, relatively to the rise in the number of permits for the third country nationals, still, this increase has 
not	been	that	significant.	In	other	words	it	is	the	immigration	from	outside	of	the	European	Union	that	has	
been above all responsible for the growth of population of immigrants in Slovakia (Figure 9).

13 The terminology used in the source reports of the Presidium of the Police Force is slightly unclear, as 

the	EU	nationals	are	not	granted	residence	permits	(‘počet	pobytov	udelených	cudzincom	v	roku	2018	a	v	

roku	2019’	<2019:	18>),	but	registered	as	the	citizens	of	the	European	Union	residing	in	another	member	

state.	Therefore,	the	number	of	‘residence	permits’	for	the	EU	citizens	depicted	in	the	figure	8	is	in	fact	the	

number	of	EU	citizens’	registrations	in	the	Slovak	Republic	valid	in	a	given	year.
14 Vide: footnote number 13 on a previous page.

Figure 9. Number of residence permits granted in a given year by citizenship of the grantee14.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

As	for	the	national	structure	of	the	residence	permits’	holders	from	the	third	countries,	the	largest	group	by	
far is constituted by the nationals of Ukraine. Over 58 thousand Ukrainians had valid residence permits in 
Slovakia by the end of 2019, followed by Serbs and Russians. Then, there were also almost 7 thousand citizens 
of Vietnam holding residence permits in Slovakia. Finally, among other statistically important groups of 
immigrants in Slovakia there are also communities of South Koreans (in the source data referred to as citizens 
of Korean Republic), Iranians, Chinese and Syrians (see Figure 10).
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Figure 10. The national structure of immigrants with valid residence permits as of the end of 2019.
Source: Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police a, b, c.

The citizens of Syria holding residence permits are one of the largest groups of persons who have successfully 
applied and received international protection in Slovakia. It should be mentioned at this point that since 1993 
almost 60 thousand people applied for asylum in Slovakia. Out of them less than 1 thousand obtained the 
protection. In case of almost 50 thousand persons the precedure was suspended. That have been occuring 
most commonly in cases where the asylum seekers treated Slovakia as a transition destination deciding to 
leave	the	country	(mostly)	for	one	of	the	Western	European	countries	before	the	administrative	procedure	
ended. In the last decade the number of asylum applications varied between 732 (in 2012) and 146 (in 2016) per 
year. The highest number of persons were granted asylum in 2016 (167 persons) (see Table 5).

Year The number of 
asylum applications

Asylum
granted

Asylum
refused

Complementary 
protection provided/

not provided

The procedure
suspended

The citizenship
granted

2010 541 15 180 57/101 361 3

2011 491 12 186 91/47 270 7

2012 732 32 334 104/153 383 0

2013 441 15 124 34/49 352 7

2014 331 14 197 99/41 163 12

2015 330 8 124 41/24 148 5

2016 146 167 82 12/13 35 3

2017 166 29 77 25/16 73 6

2018 178 5 128 37/23 69 18

2019 232 9 93 19/33 179 9

2020 249 10 69 21/19 154 14

Table 5. International protection statistics.
Source: Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic (a).
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5.4 Key characteristics of the immigrant residents’ group in Slovakia

The	Border	Police	reports	on	residence	permits	do	not	include	information,	for	example,	concerning	the	sex	
ratio of the immigrant population in Slovakia as well as other important features of the immigrant groups. 
Hence,	 we	 decided	 to	 support	 this	 analysis	 with	 information	 on	work	 permits	 of	 different	 kind	 issued	 to	
foreigners	in	Slovakia.	The	data	has	been	gathered	from	the	monthly	reports	published	by	the	Central	Office	of	
Labour,	Social	Affairs	and	Family	(hereafter	COLSAF)15. The reports distinguish three categories of immigrants 
in the Slovak labour market: third-country nationals with work permits, EU/EEA citizens with information 
cards	 and	 third	 country	 nationals	 with	 information	 cards.	Whereas	 the	 EU/EEA	 citizens	 have	 free	 access	
to the Slovak market, the citizens of third countries in order to be employed need to obtain work permits. 
An	exception	 is	made	for	some	particular	categories	of	 foreigners,	among	them,	e.g.,	scholars,	educators,	
priests,	diplomats,	 soldiers,	humanitarian	missionary	officers,	persons	 seeking	asylum,	or	members	of	 the	
Slovak	diaspora.	Those	foreigners	are	entitled	to	obtain	the	“information	cards”	and	find	legally	registered	
employment with this type of document (Trend 3/2018).

When	it	comes	to	the	overall	sex	structure	of	the	immigrant	labour	force	in	Slovakia,	within	every	category	
of	migrants	women	constitute	the	minority	group.	When	one	takes	all	the	migrants	in	the	labour	market	into	
account women make up 26 per cent of the total. Among the third-country nationals holding a work permit 
issued in Slovak Republic 78 per cent are men.

Among the ten most numerous groups of foreigners issued work permits in the country the highest percentage 
of males are in the groups of immigrants from South Korea, Vietnam and Georgia. The most gender-balanced 
group of immigrants from third countries is the group of Russians. Moreover, the COLSAF data indicate that 
almost all immigrants from Thailand in Slovakia are women. Similarly to other countries of the region, Thai 
women	most	frequently	find	employment	in	the	spa	sector	(see	Figure	11	and	Table	6).

15 The data presented below come from the COLSAF report from January 2020.

Figure 11. Sex ratio of the group of the third-country nationals holding work permits in Slovakia.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).
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Table 6. Sex ratio of the group of the third-country nationals holding work permits in Slovakia.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).

Men Women Men and women together Unspecified

Ukraine 12 994 4 019 17 013 16

Serbia 4 791 1 116 5 907 6

Vietnam 985 114 1 099 2

Bosnia and Herzegovina 569 94 663 0

Georgia 579 64 643 0

North Macedonia 455 83 539 0

Republic of Korea 303 25 328 0

Thailand 11 299 310 1

India 265 44 309 0

Russia 126 92 218 0

Other countries 1 379 411 1 790 1

Together 22 457 6 362 28 819 26

Among migrants from the EU/EEA countries holding information cards 26 per cent are women. Similarly to 
the	group	of	immigrants	from	the	third	countries,	EU/EEA	immigrants’	group	is	therefore	also	predominantly	
made up of men. The lowest percentage of females is among the immigrants from Germany, United Kingdom 
and Italy, whereas the highest amongst the Czechs, Poles and Croats (see Figure 12 and Table 7).

Figure 12. Sex ratio of the group of the EU/EEA nationals granted information cards in Slovakia.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).
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Table 7. Sex ratio of the group of the EU/EEA nationals holding information cards in Slovakia.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).

Men Women Men and women together Unspecified

Romania 6 345 1 902 8 247 143

Czechia 3 781 2 074 5 855 85

Hungary 4 089 1 399 5 488 66

Poland 1 709 789 2 498 32

Bulgaria 1 806 437 2 243 18

Italy 1 002 230 1 232 40

Croatia 749 326 1 075 20

Spain 566 164 730 17

United Kingdom 554 115 669 7

Germany 515 77 592 21

Other countries 2 089 538 2 627 45

Together 23 205 8 051 31 256 494

The highest percentage of females has been registered among the third country nationals holding information 
cards.	Almost	one	third	of	migrants	in	this	category	are	women,	whereas	68	per	cent	are	men.	Women	make	
up	the	majority	of	immigrants	from	Russia	and	significant	proportion	of	Serbian	and	Ukrainian	nationals.	The	
lowest	percentage	of	females	are	among	the	immigrants	from	South	Korea,	Georgia	and	Moldova	(see	figure	
13 and table 8).

Figure 13. Sex ratio of the group of the third-country nationals granted information cards in Slovakia.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).
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Table 8. Sex ratio of the group of the third-country nationals holding information cards in Slovakia.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).

Men Women Men and women together Unspecified

Serbia 5 117 2 285 7402 58

Ukraine 3 398 2 144 5 542 49

Republic of Korea 421 21 442 1

Russia 140 243 383 3

North Macedonia 254 70 324 5

Bosnia and Herzegovina 261 58 319 5

Moldova 210 19 229 6

Georgia 196 16 212 1

India 186 24 210 1

USA 95 27 122 1

Other countries 1 335 493 1 828 21

Together 11 613 5 400 17 013 151

Majority of the third-country nationals with work permits receive their documents for up to 2 years, some up 
to	3	years	and	the	smaller	group	for	a	period	of	one	year.	Similarly,	in	the	EU/EEA	citizens’	group,	the	most	
popular length of stay is also up to 24 months, however almost equally frequent are stays for over 72 months, 
between 49 and 72 months, and up to 6 months. Among the third country nationals with information cards 
foreigners permitted to stay in the country for up to 24 months outbalance the others, although almost equally 
popular form of legalisation of stay is the document issued for a period of up to 6 months (COLSAF 2020).

Additionally, the quoted COLSAF reports provide information concerning employment structure of various 
groups of immigrants in Slovakia. The representatives of the largest occupational group of immigrants in the 
country are employed as operators and installers of various kinds of machinery and equipment. Almost an equal 
number	of	imigrants	in	Slovakia	works	as	skilled	workers	and	craftsmen.	Other,	less	popular	positions	filled	
by	immigrants	include:	auxiliary	and	unskilled	workers,	service	and	trade	workers,	specialists,	administrative	
staff,	legislators,	executives,	as	well	as	technicians	and	professionals.	The	least	popular	positions	among	the	
immigrants include occupation in the army and employment in a role of as skilled worker in agricultural sector 
(see Figure 14 and table 9).
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Figure 14. Immigrants in various sectors of the Slovak labour market.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).

Table 9. Immigrants in various sectors of the Slovak labour market.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).

Third country nationals 
with information cards

Third country nationals 
with work permits

EU/EEA citizens with
information cards

Together

Together 17 164 28 845 31 750 77 759

Operators of machinery 5 153 16 577 9 496 31 226

Skilled workers and craftsmen 4 524 4 312 4 529 13 365

Auxiliary	and	unskilled	workers 1 858 2 898 4 275 9 031

Service and trade workers 1 626 1 762 3 740 7 128

Specialists 1 569 1 461 2 229 5 259

Administrative	staff 937 683 2 165 3 785

Legislators,	executives 817 481 2 113 3 411

Technicians and professionals 371 480 2 026 2 877

Skilled workers in agriculture 220 188 1 068 1 476

Unspecified 89 3 109 201

Members of the armed forces 0 0 0 0
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Lastly,	the	reports	of	the	Central	Office	of	Labour,	Social	Affairs	and	Family	provide	 information	about	the	
educational background of immigrants in the Slovak labour market. The largest group of migrants, almost 
one third of them, is educated to a secondary vocational level. This type of education is particularly frequent 
among the third country nationals holding work permits, as nearly half of them are granted such degrees. The 
largest number of immigrants holding academic second degree education can be found among the EU/EEA 
nationals,	however	also	a	significant	number	of	third-country	nationals	with	work	permits	hold	such	degrees	
(see	figure	15	and	table	10).

Figure 15. IImmigrants in the Slovak labour market by the level of education.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).
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Table 10. Immigrants in the Slovak labour market by the level of education.
Source: Ústredie práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny (2021).

Third country nationals 
with information cards

Third country nationals 
with work permits

EU/EEA citizens with
information cards

Together

Together 17 164 28 845 31 750 77 759

Secondary vocational 
education

4 034 12 410 8 125 24 569

Complete secondary
vocational education

3 501 5 349 5 502 14 352

Academic second 
degree education

2 821 4 109 5 162 12 092

Basic education 2 223 2 426 3 098 7 747

Unspecified 1 423 2 018 2 725 6 166

Complete secondary 
general education

1 156 1 360 2 631 5 147

Lower secondary 
vocational education

972 574 2 583 4 129

Academic	first	
degree education

662 288 1 235 2 185

Academic third 
degree education

220 261 301 782

Higher vocational 
education

106 37 202 345

Unfinished	basic	
education

46 13 186 245
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Picture: Miro Polka/Unsplash.com
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6. Migration Flows

6.1 Net Migration

In	the	last	part	of	the	report	we	focus	on	migration	flows	as	reported	by	the	Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	
Republic,	comparing	this	data	to	the	estimations	of	bilateral	international	migration	flows	provided	by	Abel	
and	Cohen	(2019).	According	to	the	Slovak	statisticians,	over	the	last	five	years	the	country	have	ben	remaining	
a	net	immigration	state.	The	database	of	the	Office	shows	that	more	people	move	into	Slovakia,	than	emigrate	
from	the	country.	In	order	to	correctly	understand	these	statistics	one	needs	to	remember	that	‘an	immigrant’	
is	understood	by	the	Office	as	a	person	that	has	been	staying	in	the	country	for	over	a	year.	Consequently,	
the	Office	does	not	take	into	account	for	instance	those	migrants	who	might	stay	in	the	country	for	a	shorter	
period but regularly return to take up work. The same remark applies to emigrants leaving the country, as only 
deregistering	from	their	local	communes	they	become	visible	in	the	Statistical	Office	database.

Table 11. Net migration for the Slovak Republic.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2017 b, 2017 c, 2018, 2019 b, 2020 a).

2015 3 127

2016 3 887

2017 3 722

2018 3 955

2019 3 632

The	Eurostat	assumes	that	over	the	next	30	years	the	net	migration	ratio	for	the	Slovak	Republic	is	going	to	
be on the rise. Moreover, the agency predicts that the share of women in the overall population of migrants 
will	grow	significantly.

Figure 16. Net migration in the Slovak Republic by migrants’ sex - projection for 2020-2050.
Source: Eurostat b.
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According	 to	 the	 Statistical	Office	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Republic	 in	 2017,	 2018	 and	 2019	 there	 were	 more	 than	
twice as many migrants that arrived in Slovakia, in comparison to the number of those who left the country. 
Interestingly,	Slovakia	is	attracting	a	growing	number	of	females,	thus	witnessing	a	change	in	the	sex	ratio	of	
the	immigrants’	group.

Figure 17. Immigrants to the Slovak Republic by Sex, 2015-2019.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic 2017 b, 2017 c, 2018, 2019 b, 2020 a.

As far as the emigration from Slovakia is concerned, a higher propensity for migration among Slovak women 
than men is observed. Almost two thirds of the Slovak emigrants are females and this share has been fairly 
stable	over	the	last	five	years.

Figure 18. Emigrants From the Slovak Republic by Sex, 2015-2019.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic 2017 b, 2017 c, 2018, 2019 b, 2020 a.

The	data	on	emigration	and	immigration	flows	prove	that	most	of	the	migratory	movement	to	and	from	the	
Slovak Republic is currently constituted by the intra-European movement. The vast majority of immigrants 
in Slovakia come from the European countries while much less numerous groups have American and Asian 
heritages (see Table 12).



38

Table 12. Immigrants to the Slovak Republic by continents of previous residence; in 2019.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2020 a).

Africa 44

America 343

Antarctica 0

Australia and Oceania 62

Asia 224

Europe 6 343

Total 7 016

Moreover,	 the	Slovak	migrants	usually	 choose	one	of	 the	Western	European	countries	as	 their	emigration	
destinations (see Table 13), rather than North America (USA or Canada) - the most popular destination 
emigration in the past (see subchapter 1.2 of this report).

Table 13. Emigrants from the Slovak Republic by continents of destination; in 2019.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2020 a).

Africa 8

America 172

Antarctica 0

Australia and Oceania 29

Asia 67

Europe 3 108

Total 3 384

6.2 Abel & Cohen’s dataset analysed in comparison with the local data

As	 one	 of	 the	 aims	 defined	 for	 this	 analysis	 is	 providing	 a	 comparison	 of	 the	 estimations	 concerning	 the	
bilateral	migration	flows	according	to	Abel	and	Cohen	(2019)	with	the	external	data,	the	authors	decided	to	
source information from the United Nations Population Division (UNCPD). The gathered data covers the 5-year 
period	between	2011	and	2015.	According	Abel	and	Cohen’s	estimates,	almost	42	thousand	people	immigrated	
to Slovakia within this period of time. The most numerous groups of migrants arrived from Czechia, Hungary, 
Ukraine, Romania and Poland. The nationals of the ten countries that sent the most migrants the Slovakia 
over	this	period	constitute	above	85%	of	immigrants	who	moved	to	the	country	over	this	period	(see	table	14).
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Table 14. Abel and Cohen’s estimations of the number of immigrants to the Slovak Republic between 2011-2015.
Source: Abel & Cohen (2019).

Czech Republic 21 207

Hungary 4 187

Ukraine 2 375

Romania 1 936

Poland 1 600

UK 1 161

Germany 1 109

Austria 749

France 706

Russia 658

All immigrants 41 904

The	comparison	of	Abel	and	Cohen’s	estimates	with	the	data	provided	by	the	Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	
Republic	indicates	a	few,	important	discrepancies.	The	first	one	concerns	the	total	number	of	immigrants	who	
arrived	in	the	country	during	the	analysed	period.	The	estimations	of	the	Slovak	Statistical	Office	point	to	over	
fourteen thousand fewer persons that are known to have arrived in Slovakia than the data shared by Abel and 
Cohen. One of the key factors that might be of substantial importance here is the possible underestimation 
of	the	number	of	 immigrants	 in	the	country	created	by	the	scope	of	the	definitions	adopted	by	the	Slovak	
statisticians. As has already been pointed out, only those persons who stay in the country for a period of over 
12	months	are	identified	as	immigrants,	while	those	who	reside	in	the	country	for	shorter	periods	might	be	
invisible in the national statistics.

Another important disparity between the analysed data becomes visible once one acknowledges that the 
Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	distinguishes	between	the	country	of	previous	residence	of	immigrants	
(Table 15) and their citizenship (Table 16). Intersecting both datasets proves, that the substantial share of the 
immigrants from the Czech Republic (the most numerous group of immigrants according to this dataset) who 
came to Slovakia between 2011 and 2015 were Slovaks by citizenship. This kind of comparison is not available 
just	on	the	basis	of	Abel	and	Cohen’s	dataset.	 In	other	words	their	analysis	 is	not	able	to	account	for	some	
forms of return migration.
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Table 15. Immigrants to the Slovak Republic by country of previous residence, 2011-2015 period.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2018 a, 2018 b, 2018 c, 2019 c, 2020 b).

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2011-2015

Czech Republic 989 1 172 1 137 1 232 1 441 5 971

United Kingdom 224 549 617 706 792 2 888

Hungary 691 744 385 408 450 2 678

Romania 465 286 275 298 491 1 815

Germany 288 276 278 271 377 1 490

Ukraine 116 114 148 234 374 986

Poland 191 128 170 135 220 844

France 107 86 85 92 115 485

Russia 40 37 49 41 63 230

Other 1 718 2 027 2 005 1 940 2 674 10 364

Together 4 829 5 419 5 149 5 357 6 997 27 751

Abel	and	Cohen’s	estimates	are	convergent	with	the	Slovak	statistics	 in	pointing	to	Czechia	as	the	country	
that sent the most numerous group of immigrants to the Slovak Republic over the analysed period. However, 
the	 sizes	 of	 groups	 of	 immigrants	 from	 the	Czech	 Republic	 differ	 substantially	 between	 the	 two	 sources.	
The	Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	points	to	5971	persons	that	moved	to	Slovakia	from	the	Czech	
Republic and only 2467 persons who moved to the Slovak Republic holding Czech citizenship. On the other 
hand, Abel and Cohen point out that there were 12 207, over 3,5 times more people who emigrated from the 
Czech Republic towards its Eastern neighbour. Interestingly, the second largest sending country according to 
the	Slovak	Statistical	Office	is	the	United	Kingdom	which	appears	also	in	Abel	and	Cohen’s	estimations	but	
on	the	sixth	place.	Presumably	a	significant	portion	of	immigrants	from	the	UK	are	Slovaks	returning	to	their	
homeland.	Both,	Abel	and	Cohen’s	dataset	as	well	 as	 the	Slovak	Statistical	Office	point	out	 that	Hungary,	
Romania as well as Poland are important sending countries. Finally, the Slovak estimates seem to particularly 
underestimate	the	significance	of	the	Ukrainian	migration	which	became	visible	particularly	after	2015.
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Table 16. Immigrants to the Slovak Republic by citizenship, 2011-2015 period.
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2018 a, 2018 b, 2018 c, 2019 c, 2020 b).

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2011-2015

Slovakia 1 078 2 479 2 674 2 939 3 223 12 393

Hungary 662 706 379 510 560 2 817

Czech Republic 600 462 402 414 589 2 467

Romania 458 275 274 290 498 1 795

Poland 190 115 158 122 205 790

Germany 191 129 90 76 147 633

Austria 105 63 29 44 91 332

Russia 40 34 43 39 53 209

Other 1 505 1 156 1 100 923 1 631 6 315

Total 4 829 5419 5 149 5 357 6 997 27 751

Juxtaposition	of	the	estimates	for	2011-2015	shared	by	Abel	and	Cohen,	the	data	from	the	Slovak	Statistical	
Office	and	the	data	from	the	Bureau	of	Border	and	Foreigners	Police	for	a	period	of	2015-2019	indicates	that	
both	of	the	sources	analysed	in	this	part	of	the	report	significantly	underestimate	the	size	of	immigration	to	
Slovakia. The Slovak Police in its report from 2015 states that there were 17 178 residence permits granted in 
the Slovak Republic (to the EU nationals and the third country nationals together) in 2014 and over 23 thousand 
in 2015. Over 6 thousand of the residence permits were issued in 2015 solely to the Ukrainian citizens. These 
sources	of	data	 in	 the	 view	of	 this	 report’s	 authors	provide	more	accurate	 information	with	 regard	 to	 the	
immigration	flow	as	well	as	the	stock	of	immigrants	in	the	country.



42

Picture: Martin Katler/Unsplash.com
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7. Conclusions

Slovakia is an immigration country and a popular destination not only for migrants from the third countries but 
also	those	from	the	EU/EEA	area.	Significant	number	of	migrants	came	to	Slovakia	during	the	last	decades	also	
from the neighbouring countries including Czechia, Hungary and Poland, while some of the largest groups of 
migrants over the last years came from Ukraine. Around 60 thousand Ukrainians held valid residence permits 
in Slovakia at the end of 2019, thus constituting the largest immigrant community in the country. It is yet 
unknown	how	the	Slovak	migration	processes	will	be	affected	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	as	the	current	crisis	
caused huge disruption to various sectors of the economy, in particular those that strongly rely on immigrant 
labour,	such	as,	for	example,	tourism.	Most	likely,	however,	in	the	future	the	Slovak	economy	is	going	to	rely	
on	foreign	labour	even	more	significantly	than	it	does	currently.
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8. Narrative Scenario for the Slovak Republic

This	chapter	focuses	on	the	existing	migration	potential	of	Slovakia	as	a	sending	and	a	host	country,	considering	
important push and pull factors. Among the key factors analysed below the following ones are considered: 
the	demographic	structure	of	the	Slovak	Republic,	as	well	as	country’s	economy,	technological	development,	
the social attitudes towards migrants and members of minority groups, the governance indicators and 
environmental factors. As such, these migration narratives do not aim to foresee the migration future of 
Slovakia but rather outline the possible future development of demographic processes in the country, with 
particular focus on international migration movements.

Picture: Martin Katler/Unsplash.com
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8.1 Migration potential of Slovakia

In this section the authors are going to focus on migration potential of the Slovak Republic. Starting with 
some important demographic indicators, the fertility rate of Slovakia should be considered low as in 2019 it 
amounted to 1.57 child per woman. Then, it should be also highlighted that over the decade between 2010 
and 2019 the fertility rate value for the Slovak Republic substantially increased from 1.43 in 2010 (Eurostat, 
2021a). Despite the positive change it needs to be pointed out that the Slovak society is ageing. The life 
expectancy	at	birth	for	the	country	has	not	changed	in	a	decade	and	it	oscillates	around	77	years.	In	2021	for	
males	the	expected	 length	of	 life	totalled	73	years,	and	for	 females	to	80	 (Eurostat,	2021b).	Thus,	 it	might	
concluded that in the upcoming decades a growing need for immigrant workforce in the care services sector 
is going to become apparent, particularly in the elderly persons care sector, considering the aforementioned 
demographic indicators. As there is already a high proportion of immigrants in the care sector in Slovakia, the 
authors	of	this	analysis	assume	that	the	inflow	of	migrant	carers	to	Slovakia	will	be	substantially	important,	if	
not necessary, to support this branch of economy.

According	 to	 the	 official	 Slovak	 projections	 issued	 in	 2002,	 it	 had	 been	 estimated	 that	 the	 number	 of	
immigrants to the Slovak Republic would increase due to the improving economic situation of the country and 
general population growth in the 1990s. Moreover, it has been assumed that between 2020 and 2050 more 
men than women would be migrating to the Slovak Republic. The number of male immigrants that would 
arrive	in	the	country	in	2050	was	expected	to	reach	even	9	thousand	while	the	number	of	female	immigrants	
arriving in the Slovak Republic has been estimated to amount to 6 thousand (Institute of Informatics and 
Statistics (hereafter: IIS) 2002: 10). However, it needs to be highlighted that those assumptions were based on 
the trend of masculinisation of migration present at the time the estimations had been conducted.

What	 is	more,	 it	might	be	expected	that	the	 inflow	of	migrants	 in	the	forthcoming	years	may	prove	much	
higher	than	 it	had	been	expected	two	decades	ago	(Ibidem).	Clearly,	this	 is	an	example	that	 indicates	that	
much of the past estimations regarding the number of migrants arriving in the central-European region have 
already	been	proved	wrong	some	of	more	recent	ones	will	also	turn	out	to	be	imprecise,	 if	not	flawed.	For	
example,	the	data	presented	in	the	IIS’s	2002	report	has	been	significantly	underestimated	as	the	number	of	
immigrants registered in the Slovak Republic currently totals nearly 78 thousand (see Table 9). However, it 
may be assumed that the fact this number outbalances the estimates shared by the IIS is caused also by the 
specifics	of	the	Slovak	immigrant	register	system.	Namely,	as	already	have	been	pointed	out	in	this	report,	
the Slovak system of immigrant registration does not take into account those migrants who live in the country 
for less than a year and temporary migrants who work in the Slovak Republic periodically returning there to 
work.	With	a	dose	of	circumspection	the	authors	of	this	analysis	assume	that	this	very	underestimation	as	well	
as	the	scarcity	of	the	up-to-date	projections	reveal	the	authorities’	unpreparedness	for	receiving	potentially	
more	numerous	inflows	of	migrants.

The	official	data	 indicates	that	the	volume	of	 immigration	flow	to	Slovakia	 in	2020	has	been	over	twice	as	
high	as	the	volume	of	emigration.	While	7	thousand	foreigners	came	to	Slovakia	in	2019,	in	2010	this	number	
amounted	 to	 only	 5	 thousand	 (Eurostat,	 2021c).	The	 emigration	 flow	 from	Slovakia	 is	 relatively	 low,	 but	
increasing. In 2010 the yearly rate of emigration equated to 2 thousand, to increase to 3,3 thousand nine years 
later (Eurostat, 2021d).

Importantly,	in	2019	the	number	of	male	immigrants	slightly	exceeded	the	number	of	female	immigrants.	On	
the other hand, in a group of emigrants the share of females was nearly twice as high as the number of males. In 
2019 the number of the male emigrants reached 1,3 thousand, while the number of female emigrants totalled 2 
thousand. Similarly, in 2020 the number of emigrating men reached 1.2 thousand, while the number of women 
who	left	the	country	totalled	2	thousand	(Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic,	2021).	It	should	be	pointed	
out, however, that also the statistics concerning the group of emigrants might be grossly underestimated, as 
the	official	calculations	 include	only	the	persons	who	deregister	from	the	national	registration	systems.	As	
there	is	no	such	formal	obligation	for	persons	leaving	the	Slovak	Republic,	consequently,	the	Statistical	Office	
does not identify and recognise many of emigrating individuals as emigrants in its databases.
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Before	 the	 pandemic	 the	 country	 noted	 the	 lowest	 unemployment	 rate	 since	 1993	 –	 5,8	 per	 cent	 (World	
Bank, 2021a). The economic growth witnessed in Slovakia contributed to reduction of the public debt and 
improvement	 of	 the	 quality	 of	 life.	 However,	 there	 is	 still	 much	 room	 for	 improvement,	 for	 example	 in	
eradication of barriers to labour market participation for females, as gender employment gap and gender pay 
gap in the Slovak Republic are among the highest in the European Union (OECD, 2021a). It might also be noted 
that the employment rate for the country reains relatively low, as in 2019 it has been estimated as about 68 
per cent (Ibidem).

As for the economic structure of the country, in 2019 the agriculture contributed to 2,5 per cent of the 
annual GDP and 2,8 per cent of the overall population have been employed in this sector. The industry and 
manufacturing, on the other hand, constituted 29 per cent of the annual GDP in 2019 providing employment 
to	36	per	cent	of	the	Slovak	working	age	population	(World	Bank,	2021a).	Hence,	it	might	be	assumed	that	
as long as the economic prosperity continues, it might remain a pull factor for potential immigrants and a 
significant	share	of	the	foreign	workforce	is	likely	to	find	employment	in	the	industrial	sector.

As the global technological development manifests itself in a growing need for transition to a knowledge-
based economy, it must be noted that Slovakia is likely to face some obstacles in this process. The student 
performance in Slovak secondary schools is lower than the EU average. Apart from that, also low participation 
in life-long learning noted in the country may impede such transition as, according to the OECD, participation 
rates in life-long learning for Slovakia are nearly three times lower than the EU average score (OECD, 2021b). 
It is estimated that in 2016 adult Slovaks spent on average 49 hours partaking in the learning proces, whilst the 
average	for	the	EU	amounted	to	119	hours	(World	Bank,	2021b).	This	situation	is	likely	to	significantly	impact	
the development of technologies in the Slovak Republic. Potentially, the eventual technological backwardness 
might	shape	little	demand	for	high-qualified	immigrant	labour	workforce	in	the	upcoming	decades.

As	 pointed	 out	 by	 de	 Jong	 and	 Boissonneault,	 while	 analysing	 the	 potential	 of	 migration	 inflows	 into	 a	
given country the presence of ethnic, national, and religious minorities need to be considered. The status of 
minorities and attitudes toward immigrants are important factors that need to be taken into account while 
assessing	international	migration	movements	(de	Jong	&	Boissonneault	2020:	11).	Therefore,	we	explain	the	
situation	 of	 the	minority	 groups	 living	 in	 the	 territory	 of	 the	Slovak	Republic,	 following	Bolečekova’s	 and	
Olejarova’s	assumption,	that	the	experiences	of	minority	groups’	representatives	in	contacts	with	the	state	
might	be	 reflected	 in	 future	 integration	processes	of	 foreigners	 in	Slovakia	 (Bolečekova	&	Olejarova	2017:	
204).

To	assess	whether	the	outflow	of	members	of	national	minorities	from	Slovakia	are	likely,	we	analyse	whether	
fair	labour	practices,	decent	living	conditions,	safety,	social	justice	and	education	(Woodcraft,	2015:	140)	are	
provided to them in the country.

According to the 2011 Population Census conducted in the Slovak Republic the Hungarians constitute 8.5 
per	 cent	 of	 the	 country’s	 population.	Two	per	 cent	 of	 people	 living	 in	Slovakia	 are	Romani,	while	Czechs,	
Ruthenians, Ukrainians, Germans, Bulgarians, Poles and Moravians each constitute one percent of the 
population (Minority Rights Group). 

Accordingly, in our analysis we focus on the two largest of the aforementioned groups.



47

16 Among	others,	the	‘Hungarian	Guard’	-	far-right	nationalist	and	military	organisation,	dissolved	in	2009.

Hungarians	 living	 in	Slovakia	are	autochthonous	and	granted	the	official	status	of	a	national	minority.	The	
group	is	politically	and	culturally	organized	on	regional	and	national	level.	While	the	coexistence	of	Hungarian	
minority and Slovak majority in the country is usually peaceful, the occasional tensions arise. For instance, in 
2009	the	Hungarian	extremist,	political	forces16 raised the issue of the Slovak language law aimed at limiting 
the	use	of	minority	 languages	 in	 the	 country.	The	 tension	 resulted	 in	public	demonstrations	 (Macháček	&	
Heinrich & Alekseeva 2011: 11).

On the other hand, among all of the aforementioned minority groups, the Roma are known to be particularly 
affected	 by	 social	 exclusion.	 Romani	 population	 experiences	 inequality	 which	 manifests	 in	 commonly	
experienced	poverty	and	a	limited	access	to	education	(Machlica,	2019).	It	needs	to	be	pointed	out	that	the	at-
risk-of-poverty rate for a non-Roma person living in Slovakia is estimated as 13 per cent, whilst for the Roma it 
reaches as much as 68 per cent. In 2019 the employment rate for members of the Roma community reached 
merely 25 per cent. Moreover, in the same year, the share of Romani households living without a bathroom 
and a toilet inside the dwelling was calculated as 43 per cent, while for the overall Slovak population it reaches 
only	0.6	per	cent.	The	share	of	Roma	households	living	in	the	areas	affected	by	crime	and	violence	reaches	30	
per	cent,	exceeding	the	rates	for	general	population	more	than	threefold	(Machlica,	2019).	Moreover,	Roma	
children are thirty times more likely to drop from school than non-Romani minors (UNICEF 2011: 16), and the 
risk of leaving primary education among them reaches as many as 83 per cent. It is also estimated that 70 per 
cent of the Roma community in Slovakia has not engaged in the upper secondary education (OECD 2015: 7).

Consequently,	one	may	expect	that	the	outflow	of	Roma	people	from	Slovakia	will	continue	unless	the	Slovak	
authorities	seriously	address	the	issues	of	various	forms	of	exclusion	(in	employment,	education,	health	and	
housing)	experienced	by	the	members	of	the	community	in	the	country	(Macsó	2018:	80-81).	On	the	other	
hand, it might also be concluded that the Hungarian minority is not likely to emigrate on a large scale, as the 
community	does	not	experience	economic	and	social	exclusion.

The attitudes towards receiving immigrants and refugees in the country are rather negative in the Slovak 
society.	For	example,	the	results	of	the	2017	Eurobarometer	indicate	that	54,5	per	cent	of	the	respondents	in	
Slovakia perceive immigration “only as a problem” and 26,9 per cent as “equally a problem and an opportunity” 
(Bozogáňová	2020:	51).	Moreover,	 the	 rate	of	antiimmigrant	 sentiments	 for	Slovakia	exceeds	 the	average	
for	the	European	Union	(Bolečekova	&	Olejarova	2017:	204).	Interestingly,	the	most	hostile	attitudes	toward	
immigrants are reported in Bratislava region and the least hostile attitudes have been reported in Central and
Eastern	parts	of	Slovakia	(Bozogáňová	2020:	50).

The anti-immigrant attitudes have been systematically reinforced by the rightwing party Smer, governing 
the country in the periods between 2006 and 2010 as well as from 2012 to 2020. The community trust enjoyed 
by	the	party	has	been	dramatically	inflamed	after	a	murder	of	the	Slovak	investigative	journalist	Ján	Kuciak	
and	his	fiancée	 in	2018.	The	event	 resulted	 in	an	outbreak	of	massive	protests	under	 the	banner	of:	 ‘For	a	
fair	Slovakia’.	The	demonstrators	perceived	the	murder	of	a	journalist	as	a	proof	that	the	country	has	been	
appropriated by the party that attempts to build an oligarchic system in Slovakia, therefore they cried out for 
transparency	of	the	state	and	the	government.	Despite	the	change	of	the	authorities,	Dębiec	&	Groszkowski	
still predict that the anti-immigration sentiments, emphasised during the Smer rule, will remain strong, as 
the party that currently holds the power (Ordinary People and Independent Personalities, OĽaNO)1 entered the 
coalition with a populist, anti-immigration and pro-welfare party We are the Family2	(Dębiec	&	Groszkowski	
2019).
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Slovakia has only been characterized as a “very small country of net immigration 
(mostly non-EU) since the 2000s, driven by pre-crisis economic conditions and future 
demographic trends.” [and] scored 37 points, which means “slightly unfavourable” 
towards immigrants, and is placed 34th out of 38 countries (Bolečekova and Olejarova 
2017: 211).

Although the Slovak Republic is generally perceived as a free country where the civil liberties are secured, it is 
reported that the freedom of Slovak media is threatened (Freedom House, 2019) and hostility against migrants 
has been reinforced by the populist media. It is important to underline that journalists working in Slovakia are 
exposed	 to	verbal	attacks	and	 interference	 in	 their	work	 from	the	authorities.	Moreover,	public	media	are	
concentrated in the hands of a few business groups and individuals3 whilst the full media independence of 
public broadcaster Radio and Television of Slovakia (RTVS) is being put under question (Freedom House 2019).
Presumably the populist, right wing political groups are likely to continue capitalising anti-immigrant 
sentiments	reinforced	during	the	period	of	Smer’s	governance,	as	 long	as	they	manage	to	keep	the	power	
in the country. The role of media and the rhetoric adopted by the authorities might become an obstacle that 
immigrants	in	the	process	of	migrants’	social	integration.	Bolečekova	and	Olejarova,	speaking	of	the	Migrant	
Integration	Policy	Index	results	for	the	Slovak	Republc,	pointed	out	that:

As governance and the degree of international cooperation are important factors in creating migration 
narrative scenarios (de Jong & Boissonneault 2020: 11) the role of the Slovak government in managing the 
international	migration	flows	will	now	be	considered.	As	 it	has	been	mentioned	before	 in	this	analysis,	the	
parliamentary	elections	conducted	in	February	2020	put	an	end	to	Smer’s	rule.	As	has	already	been	pointed	
out, the winning party, OĽaNO	led	by	Igor	Matovič,	rules	in	coalition	with	right-wing	We are the family party. 
During the electoral campaign, the parties that formed the new government promised to endeavour to 
eradicate corruption, improve the systems of education and health, and work to improve the situation of the 
Roma	and	Hungarian	communities.	What	might	also	be	important	from	this	a	perspective	of	this	analysis	is	
that OĽaNO leans towards political cooperation with Visegrad Group countries, Germany and France rather 
than	active	participation	in	the	EU	(Dębiec	&	Gniazdowski,	2019).	Moreover,	an	explicit	migration	policy	has	
not	been	anticipated	in	the	party’s	programme.

Then, however the environmental factors are often not emphasised by many migration researchers, they are 
crucial in assessing migration movements particularly for the purposes of long-term prognoses, such as this 
one	(Dłużewski	&	Sobczak-Szelc,	2013:	69).	Hence,	mean	annual	temperature,	precipitation	data	and	risk	of	air	
pollution,	droughts,	floods	and	sudden	storms	are	considered	in	this	analysis	and	presented	in	this	part	of	the	
report. Slovak land is abundant in agricultural (49 per cent), and forest soils (41 per cent), while only roughly 
5 per cent of the country is a built-up area. Apart from that, Slovakia is situated in a temperate zone. The 
mean annual temperature totalled around 8 Celsius degrees for a period of the recent thirty years, while the 
mean	precipitation	remained	at	about	780	mm	annually	(World	Bank,	2021c).	However,	due	to	the	industrial	
pollution,	it	is	estimated	that	nowadays	more	than	three-quarters	of	the	Slovak	land	is	exposed	to	the	impact	
of air pollutants (OECD, 2021a).

It is assumed that from 2020 to 2039 the mean annual temperature for the Slovak Republic will climb by 
around 1,5 Celsius degrees, while between 2040 and 2059 it is going to increase by around 2,4 Celsius degrees. 
The	mean	annual	precipitation	is	also	expected	to	rise,	increasing	by	4,4	mm	between	2014	and	2059.	Slight	
temperature	 increase	 and	 intensified	 precipitation	 are	 an	 optimistic	 prediction	 for	 the	Slovak	 agricultural	
sector	(World	Bank	2021d).	Due	to	the	mountainous	character	of	its	terrain,	Slovakia	is	at	low	risk	of	sudden	
storms and droughts.
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Besides,	in	the	following	years,	only	the	northern	parts	of	the	country	have	been	at	a	medium	risk	of	floods	
(Ibidem). In conclusion, it can be assessed that in the upcoming decades Slovakia will not be a sending country 
of	environmental	migration.	What	is	more,	due	to	insignificant	climate	variability	the	Slovak	Republic	might	
be a destination for climate refugees.

8.2 The analysis with focus on particular sending countries

In	this	section	the	main	migration	networks	present	 in	Slovakia	are	characterised.	The	following	definition	
of migration networks has been adopted for the purposes of this analysis: ‘sets of interpersonal ties that link 
migrants,	former	migrants,	and	non-migrants	in	origin	and	destination	areas’	(Light	et	al.	1989).	The	aim	of	
this	part	of	the	scrutiny	is	to	assess	whether	a	given	network	will	expand	or	diminish	in	the	future.	We	take	into	
account the size of the group, its development since 2012, the most important features and the situation in 
the country of origin.

According to COLSAF reports quoted in this report (see page 24), migrants participating in the Slovak labour 
market might be divided into the following, three categories: the third-country nationals who obtained work 
permits, the EU/EEA citizens holding information cards, and the third-country nationals holding information 
cards. Currently, the third-country nationals are the largest group of migrants present in the Slovak labour 
market.	All	of	the	figures	mentioned	below	concern	both	immigrants	granted	permanent	residence	permits	
as well as temporary stays. Among the EU citizens, the largest migrant groups residing in Slovakia are: Czechs, 
Hungarians, Romanians, Poles, Germans, Italians, UK citizens, Austrians, Bulgarians, French, Spaniards and 
Croats	(Ministry	of	the	Interior	of	the	Slovak	Republic	2020:	12).	When	it	comes	to	the	third-country	nationals,	
the most frequent nationalities are: Ukrainians, Serbians, Vietnamese, Russians, and Chinese (Ibidem: 9). 

The size of the most numerous migrant community in Slovakia, Czechs, reached 12 thousand in 2020 (MoI 
2020: 12). The size of this group has been increasing over the last couple of years, having risen from 9 thousand 
in	2012	(MoI	2012:	9).	Due	to	the	language	proximity	and	historical	connections	between	both	nations,	it	is	
expected	that	the	number	of	Czechs	in	Slovakia	is	going	to	increase	in	the	following	years.

The number of Hungarians residing in Slovakia had totalled 6 thousand in 2012 (MoI 2012: 9). Then it had risen 
by	almost	60	per	cent	over	the	next	decade	and	have	reached	9.5	thousand	 in	2021	 (Ibidem).	The	number	
of information cards granted to the representatives of Hungarian community totalled 4 thousand for males 
and	roughly	1,5	thousand	for	females	(Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	2021).	Moreover,	a	continuing	
trend	of	masculinisation	of	Hungarian	migrants’	group	over	the	years	have	been	noted.	Due	to	prospects	of	
growth of the Slovak economy, and presence of Hungarian social network in the country, it is assumed that 
the number of Hungarian migrants might rise in the near future. Both Hungarians, as well as Czechs are well 
rooted in Slovakia due to the long bilateral history, and the long-standing presence of both minorities in the 
country.	That,	in	turn,	suggests	both	groups	might	rise	in	size	over	the	next	couple	of	years.

The third-largest immigrant group in Slovakia are Romanians. Romanian community is the one with the 
largest share of members holding information cards among all of the EU immigrant groups in Slovakia, as in 
2021 there are 8 thousand Romanians who have been granted this kind of document. At the same time, 80 per 
cent	of	members	of	the	group	are	males	(Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	2021).	Interestingly,	in	2012	
all of 6 thousand Romanians living in the Slovak Republic had held permanent residence permits (MoI 2012: 9). 
It can be presumed that the trend of immigration of Romanians to Slovakia will continue due to the presence 
of historical bonds between Romanian and Slovak nations. However, if the economic situation in Romania will 
further	improve,	the	influx	of	Romanians	to	the	Slovak	Republic	may	slowly	diminish	in	the	following	decades.
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Nowadays, Polish migrants are the fourth largest group of foreigners with EU passports living in Slovakia. In 
2020 there have been 6 thousand Poles residing in the country (MoI 2020: 12). Comparatively, the number of 
Polish people who had resided in the Slovak Republic in 2012 totalled 4,7 thousand (MoI 2012: 9). Poles are 
thus	just	another	emigrant	group	in	Slovakia	that	expanded	in	number	over	the	previous	decade.	Nearly	2,5	
thousand Polish immigrants in Slovakia have been granted information cards as for May 2021. Among them, 
male migrants outbalance females (Ibidem: 9). In 2021 the rate of feminization in a group of Polish migrants 
holding	information	cards	reached	30	per	cent	(Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	2021).	It	is	assumed	
that	the	inflow	of	Polish	migrants	to	Slovakia	will	decrease	as	the	Polish	economy	is	developing.	Apart	from	
that,	the	future	inflow	of	Poles	to	Slovakia	may,	to	some	extent,	be	maintained	among	members	of	particular	
professional	groups	 (e.g.	miners)	within	border	areas.	Those	migration	flows,	however,	are	not	 likely	to	be	
significant.

In	2020	the	number	of	Germans	living	in	Slovakia	reached	4,5	thousand	(MoI	2020:	12)	not	having	significantly	
changed	since	2014.	What	is	 interesting	is	that	relatively	the	group	have	not	been	grossly	 impacted	by	the	
pandemic	outbreak.	In	April	2020,	606	persons	have	been	employed,	while	12	months	later	–	633	(Ústredie	
práce,	 sociálnych	vecí	 a	 rodiny	2020;	2021).	The	employment	 stability	 in	 the	group	 indicates	 that	German	
network	 in	 Slovakia	 consists	 mostly	 of	 high-qualified	 professionals.	 Hence,	 it	 might	 be	 presumed	 that	
migration	inflow	of	Germans	will	not	significantly	diminish	and,	most	likely,	neither	it	is	going	to	increase,	as	
the	demand	for	immigrant	expert	labour	force	in	Slovakia	is	probably	not	going	to	prove	considerable.

In	2012	the	Italian	community	totalled	nearly	2	thousand	persons,	while	in	2020	it	exceeded	3	thousand	people	
(MoI	2020:	12).	 It	might	be	concluded	 that	 the	group	has	been	 increasing	 in	 size	and	 it	 is	 likely	 to	expand	
further. Importantly, more than one-third of the members of the network have been granted information 
cards (MoI, 2012: 9).

Another rapidly growing migrant communities in Slovakia are the British community and Austrians. In 2020, 
numbers of information cards issued to members of those national groups amounted to 2,8 thousand, and 2,7 
thousand, respectively (MoI 2020: 12). Comparatively, in 2012 the number of British holders of information 
cards	 totalled	 1,5	 thousand,	 and	Austrians	 –	 1,9	 thousand	 (MoI	 2012:	 9).	The	 growing	 number	 of	 British	
migrants residing in the country stems from the economic attractiveness of the Slovak Republic, while the 
growth	of	the	group	of	Austrian	immigrants	is	partially	caused	by	the	geographical	proximity	of	the	countries.	
Closeness of Austria and Slovakia facilitates creation of economic and family bonds between nationals of those 
countries.	Similarly	to	the	aforementioned	cases,	it	is	expected	that	both	Austrian	and	British	communities	in	
Slovakia will grow boosted by the development of the Slovak economics.

In 2015 the number of Bulgarians in Slovakia reached 1,7 thousand. Importantly, in 2021 among 2.2 thousand 
Bulgarian immigrants legally employed in Slovakia there were merely 20 per cent women (MoI, 2020: 12). It is 
assumed	that	the	inflow	of	Bulgarian	migrants	to	Slovakia	might	slightly	decrease	in	the	future	if	the	country	
witnesses continuing economic growth.

The biggest group of third country nationals in Slovakia are Ukrainians, who constitute one-quarter of all 
the foreigners residing in the country (IOM 2021). According to the MoI data, in 2020 over 36 thousand of 
Ukrainians were granted the temporary stay, and over 6 thousand a permanent stay (MoI 2020: 9). The number 
of registered and employed Ukrainians (see: Table 6) is much smaller than the data presented by the MoI 
and we can assume the immigration of Ukrainians to Slovakia is mostly of economic nature. However a part 
of Ukrainians in Slovakia work without the required permission, this share is presumably not considerable. 
As	pointed	out	by	Drbohlav	and	Jaroszewicz:	 ‘It	 is	believed	 that	 the	extent	of	 irregular	migrants’	work	 [in 
Slovakia]	is	not	great.	Their	contribution	to	national	economy	is	difficult	to	estimate	owing	to	the	lack	of	any	
well-founded	studies,	interviews	or	estimates’	(Drbohlav	&	Jaroszewicz	2016:	134).	If	the	political	instability	
and	economic	difficulties	witnessed	in	Ukraine	persist,	new	waves	of	emigration	might	leave	from	the	country,	
with some of migrants deciding to seek safety and better living conditions in Slovakia.
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Serbs	are	the	next-biggest	network	of	the	third-country	nationals	in	the	Slovak	Republic.	In	2020	the	number	
of Serbs granted permanent stay totalled nearly 1 thousand while the number of temporary stays issued 
to the Serbian national proved much higher, reaching as many as 15 thousand (MoI 2020: 10). The Serbian 
community grew substantially as in 2012 the number of Serbs granted permanent stay had equated to 420, 
and temporary stay to 4 thousand (Ibidem: 11). On the one hand, it might be assumed that in the nearest 
future the number of Serbs in Slovakia might increase. On the other, taking into consideration the discrepancy 
between the numbers of permanent and temporary stay permits, which might indicate that the Serbs in the 
Slovak	Republic	are	employed	as	seasonal	workers,	in	a	longer	perspective	of	the	next	decades	the	network	
might also decrease.

In 2020 the number of Vietnamese residing in Slovakia totalled 6.7 thousand (MoI 2020: 9). Therefore, 
Vietnamese	are	the	largest	community	of	Asian	origin	residing	in	the	Slovak	Republic.	We	assume	that	the	
Vietnamese network could have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, as the number of 
work permits for foreigners held by Vietnamese decreased from 1128 in 2019 to 940 in 2020 (Ústredie práce, 
sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	2019;	2020).	What	is	more,	most	of	Vietnamese	in	the	Slovak	Republic	hold	temporary	
stays. In 2020 the number of such documents issued to Vietnamese totalled 4.9 thousand. As Vietnamese 
communities in the CEE region show high entrepreneurship skills and quickly adapt to the new circumstances, 
it	is	expected	that	the	number	of	Vietnamese	in	Slovakia	will	not	decrease.

In 2020 there were 5.7 thousand Russian citizens living in Slovakia (MoI, 2020: 9), which indicates that the 
community had been growing, as in 2012 the group had totalled merely 2.3 thousand, with 1 thousand of 
temporary and 1.3 thousand of permanent residents (MoI 2012: 9). In 2020, 250 stays have been granted to 
Russians,	among	them	143	males	and	106	females	(Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	2020).	Outbalance	
of permanent stay permits over the temporary ones and a relatively high female employment ratio suggest 
that the Russian community in Slovakia might grow in the following decades.

What	 is	particularly	noteworthy	with	regard	to	the	group	of	Chinese	 is	an	 imbalance	between	the	number	
of permanent stays and temporary stays granted to Chinese immigrants. In 2020 the size of the Chinese 
community equated to 2.7 thousand, including 1.9 thousand immigrants granted permanent stays and around 
800 granted the temporary documents (MoI 2020: 9). The growth tendency in the size of the Chinese diaspora 
has been observed, as in 2010 it totalled only 1.7 thousand (MoI 2010: 13). In 2020 164 work permits have been 
granted	to	the	Chinese,	while	 in	2019	–	176	(Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny,	2020;	Ústredie	práce,	
sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny,	2019).	In	both	cases,	the	share	of	women	among	permit	holders	equated	to	around	15	
per cent. The community, due to a high share of permanent stays and, so far, the upward trend in the number 
of Chinese immigrants in the Slovak Republic, is likely to be growing.

8.3 Diaspora engagement policy

In the 1990s Slovakia has witnessed a massive return emigration linked to the change of economic and 
political system. For those who decided not to return to their country of origin, the diaspora engagement 
policy	had	been	created.	Consequently,	the	Office	for	Slovaks	Living	Abroad	(USZZ)	has	been	established.	The	
institution not only substantively supports Slovaks living abroad and collects relevant data but also bestows 
Certificates	of	Slovak	Living	Abroad	(SLA).	The	SLA	grantees	gain	access	to	many	rights	guaranteed	by	the	
Slovak Republic, among them free access to the labour market in the country and social protection. The 
introduced policy aims at attracting Slovak emigrants to their country of origin.
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8.4 Asylum seekers and refugees

The Slovak government has not agreed to introduce the quota system proposed by the EU and targeted at 
managing the immigration of the asylum seekers of, mostly, Africa and Middle Eastern origin. In 2019, 232 
applications for asylum have been registered by the Slovak authorities, whilst as many as 93 have been rejected 
(see: Table 5). In general, the number of refugees granted asylum in the Slovak Republic is relatively low. 
Importantly, the number of asylum seekers registering their cases in the Slovak Republic has not decreased in 
time	of	the	Covid-19	pandemic	and	even	insignificantly	increased	to	249	in	2020.	The	biggest	national	group	
among them are Syrians (see Figure 10). Most likely the number of asylum seekers will continue to rise in the 
future.

8.5 Recruitment agencies

In case of the Slovak Republic, the activity of recruitment agencies reinforces the emigration trends, however 
it	is	also	vital,	for	example,	for	the	Ukrainian	migrants,	who	move	to	the	central-European	region	and	Slovakia	
itself in big numbers. The most important directions for seasonal or permanent employment of Slovaks are 
the Czech Republic, Poland, Netherlands, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Romania, Russia, and Armenia (Skills Provision 
International 2021).

8.6 COVID-19 pandemic

The	Covid-19	pandemic	has	significantly	impacted	the	situation	of	migrants’	social	and	economics	networks	
which manifests in the lower number of work permits and information cards issued in 2020, in comparison 
to	2019	and	2018	(MoI	2020:	9).	Although	Slovakia	does	not	suffer	from	major	shortages	in	the	labour	force	
yet,	some	sectors	–	heavily	dependent	on	migrant	work	–	have	been	weakened,	among	them,	for	instance,	
tourism industry and elderly care (OECD 2021 b). Nevertheless, the Slovak economy is projected to grow by 
4.3	per	cent	in	2022.	The	unemployment	rate,	on	the	other	hand,	is	expected	to	exceed	pre-crisis	levels	by	the	
end of that year (OECD 2021 b).



53

References

Abel, G. J., Cohen, J. E. (2019). Bilateral international migration flow estimates for 200 countries 
	 in:	Scientific	Data,	6(1),	1-13.

Bahna, M. (2011), Migrácia zo Slovenska po vstupe do Európskej únie, VEDA, Bratislava.

Baláž,	C.	(a),	Historický úvod, Slovenské zahraničie, Portál Slovákov vo svete, 
 https://www.slovenskezahranicie.sk/sk//stranka/6/historicky-uvod, viewed: 13 November 2020

Bolečekova	M.,	Olejarova	B.	(2017),	Migration as a Political and Public Phenomenon: The Case of Slovak 
 Republic [in:] The V4 Towards Migration Challenges in Europe, An Analysis and Recommendations,	Łoś		
	 R.,	Kobierecka	A.,	Wydawnictwo	Uniwersytetetu	Łódzkiego,	Łódź,	pp.	191-226.

Bozogáňová,	M.	(2020),	The opinions of the Slovak population on immigrants based on Eurobarometer data.   
 Človek a spoločnosť, 23(1), 45-57.

Consulate	General	of	the	Slovak	Republic	in	New	York	(a),	Information about the Status of the Slovak Living  
 Abroad, https://www.mzv.sk/web/cgnewyork-en/detail/-/asset_publisher/XptbLMYwZmJ6/content/
slovak-living-abroad, viewed 08 January 2021, viewed: 26 July 2021

De Jong, P., Boissonneault, M. (2020), Future Migration Scenarios for Europe, Report on Global Scenario   
 Narratives.

Dębiec	K.,	Groszkowski	J.	(2019),	Frustration and hope. Slovakia after Kuciak’s murder.	Ośrodek	Studiów		 	
	 Wschodnich,	https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/point-view/2019-07-23/frustration-and-hope,		
 viewed, viewed: 26 July 2021

Dębiec,	K.,	Gniazdowski,	M.	(2019),	Slovakia: end of Smer’s rule, truimph of Igor Matovič. Centre for 
	 Eastern	Studies.	[Dębiec,	K.	&	Gniazdowski,	M.	(2019).	Słowacja: koniec rządów Smeru, tryumf Igora  
 Matoviča. Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich] https://www.osw.waw.pl/pl/publikacje/analizy/2020-03-02/
slowacja-koniec-rzadow-smeru-tryumf-igora-matovica, viewed: 26 July 2021

Dłużewski,	M.,	Sobczak-Szelc,	K.	(2013),	Wpływ środowiska przyrodniczego na migracje ludności w górach   
 wysokich południowego Maroka (na przykładzie doliny górnego Dades) [in:] Środowisko przyrodnicze  
 Obszarów suchych a człowiek,	M.	Dłużewski	(eds).	Komitet	Nauk	Geograficznych	PAN.

Drbohlav D., Jaroszewicz M. (2016), Ukrainian Migration in Times of Crisis, Forced and Labour Mobility, Charles  
 University Faculty in Prague, Prague.

Eurostat (2021a), Fertility rates by age, 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/demo_frate/default/table?lang=en, 
 viewed: 27 May 2021

Eurostat (2021c), Immigration by age and sex, 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_imm8/default/table?lang=en, 
 viewed: 26 July 2021



54

Eurostat (2021d), Emigration by age and sex, 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_emi2/default/table?lang=en, 
 viewed: 27 May 2021

Eurostat (a), Population: demography, population projections, census, asylum & migration - Overview, 
 Database, Demography and Migration (demo): Population (demo_pop), Immigration (migr_immi),   
 Emigration (migr_emi), 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/population-demography-migration-projections/data/database,   
 viewed: 06 December 2020

Eurostat (b), Population: demography, population projections, census, asylum & migration - Overview, D
 atabase, Population projections (proj): EUROPOP2019 – population projections on national level
  (2019-2100) (proj_19n), 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/population-demography-migration-projections/data/database,  
 viewed: 26 July 2021

Eurostat (2021b), Life expectancy by age and sex, 
	 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/demo_mlexpec/default/table?lang=en,	
 viewed: 27 May 2021

Freedom House (2019), Slovakia, https://freedomhouse.org/country/slovakia/freedom-world/2019, 
 viewed: 31 May 2021

Gallai S. (2017) Conclusions [in:] The V4 Towards Migration Challenges in Europe, An Analysis 
 and Recommendations,	Łoś	R.,	Kobierecka	A.,	Wydawnictwo	Uniwersytetetu	Łódzkiego,	Łódź,	pp.		
 227-234. 

Institute of Informatics and Statistics (2002), Population projection of Slovakia until 2050.

International Organisation for Migration (IOM), (2021), Migration in Slovakia, 
 https://www.iom.sk/en/migration/migration-in-slovakia.html, viewed: 01 July 2021

Light, I., Bhachu, P., Karageorgis, S. (1989), Migration Networks and Immigrant Entrepreneurship, 
 UCLA: Institute for Social Science Research, https://escholarship.org/uc/item/50g990sk, 
 viewed: 06 July 2021

Macháček,	L.,	Heinrich,	H.	G.,	&	Alekseeva,	O.	(2011),	The Hungarian Minority in Slovakia. 
 ENRI -East Research Report, no. 13.

Machlica, G. (2019), The social exclusion of Roma in the Slovak Republic calls for immediate policy action.  
 OECD, https://oecdecoscope.blog/2019/02/05/the-social-exclusion-of-roma-in-the-slovak-republic-
calls-for-immediate-policy-action/, viewed: 28 May 2021

Macsó,	K.	(2018),	The ‘Roma Question’ [in:] Slovakia. Acta Universitatis Sapientiae, European and Regional   
 Studies, (14), 71-83.

Ministry	of	Foreign	and	European	Affairs	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(a),	Residence	of	Foreigners	in	the	
 Territory  of Slovakia, https://www.mzv.sk/web/en/consular_info/residence_of_foreigners_in_
territory_of_slovakia, viewed: 08 January 2021



55

Ministry	of	Labour,	Social	Affairs	and	Family	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(a),	Residence of foreigners on the territory 
 of the Slovak Republic, https://www.employment.gov.sk/en/information-foreigners/entry-residence/
residence-foreigners-on-territory-slovak-republic.html, viewed: 08 January 2021

Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic (a), Azyl a migrácia, Štatistiky, https://www.minv.sk/?statistiky-20, 
 viewed: 26 January 2021

Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic (2010), Štatistický prehľad legálnej a nelegálnej migrácie za rok  
 2010 – SK. https://www.minv.sk/?Rok_2010, viewed: 01 June 2021

Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic (2012), Statistical Survey of Legal and Illegal Migration in the   
 Slovak Republic in 2012, https://www.minv.sk/?polrok-2012, viewed: 01 June 2021

Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic (2019), Štatistický prehľad legálnej a nelegálnej migrácie v   
 Slovenskej republike za rok 2019, https://www.minv.sk/?rok-2019-1, viewed: 01 June 2021

Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic (2020), Štatistický prehľad legálnej a nelegálnej migrácie v   
 Slovenskej republike za rok 2020 - revidovaná verzia, https://www.minv.sk/?rok-2020-1, 
 viewed: 26 July 2021

Minority Rights Group, Slovakia, https://minorityrights.org/country/slovakia/, viewed: 22 June 2021

OECD (2015), Education policy outlook: Slovak Republic, 
	 https://www.oecd.org/education/Slovak-republic-Country-Profile.pdf,	viewed:	22	June	2021

OECD (2021a), Slovak Republic, 
 https://www.oecd.org/economy/growth/Slovak-Republic-country-note-going-for-growth-2021.pdf,  
 viewed: 28 May 2021

OECD (2021b), Slovak Republic Economic Snapshot, 
 https://www.oecd.org/economy/slovak-republic-economic-snapshot/, viewed: 28 May 2021

Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police (a), Statistical Overview of Legal 
 and Illegal Migration in the Slovak Republic 2015, hthttps://www.minv.sk/?rok-2015-1, 
 viewed: 06 December 2020

Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police (b), Statistical Overview of Legal and   
 Illegal Migration in the Slovak Republic 2017, https://www.minv.sk/?rok-2017-1, 
 viewed: 06 December 2020

Presidium of the Police Force, Bureau of Border and Foreigners Police (c), Statistical Overview of Legal 
 and Illegal Migration in the Slovak Republic 2019, https://www.minv.sk/?rok-2019-1, 
 viewed: 06 December 2020

Skills Provision International (2021), https://www.skills-provision.com/slovakia#lj, viewed: 31 May 2021

Slovenské	zahraničie	(2020	a),	Portál	Slovákov	vo	svete,	Prečo portal, 
 https://www.slovenskezahranicie.sk/sk//stranka/1/preco-portal, viewed: 13 November 2020

Slovenské	zahraničie	(2020	b),	Portál	Slovákov	vo	svete,	statistiky a odhady, 
 https://www.slovenskezahranicie.sk/sk//stranka/7/statistiky-a-odhady, viewed: 22 November 2020



56

Statistical	 Office	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Republic	 (2017	 a),	 Population and migration, https://slovak.statistics.
sk/wps/portal/ext/themes/demography/population/about/!ut/p/z1/jZCxDoIwEIYf6Q5aoIwFpS0
ShFYCdjEMxGAEHIzPLzFxcBC47ZLv-3P3g4UG7Ni--mv77Kexvc_72fqXMlAsihyOGGUEVXowuY
wTl4YE6l-A5XqP6sQLoVPqIPXAbvFjwSUNMkSWCQ8Vl5UOS0KQk20-_hmO2_wFwC7H12A_
yNIHaxl28UjzBRJTuDykIt7pYzKXHLvMZL6Lwl8B0IFcTkMHphvhMVRV1WCvbpS_AXUhDgU!/dz/d5/
L2dJQSEvUUt3QS80TmxFL1o2X1E3SThCQjFBMDhCVjIwSTdOUjFLUVFHS0Q3/, viewed: 12 January 2021

Statistical	 Office	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Republic	 (2017	 b),	 Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 
2015, https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVTbcpswEP2WPuRR1kpICB7xJYDtugYCDnrpc
BENdQCnoXby9wU3k2nGE0in3QeNLufsrnaPhCW-xbJOjuW3pC2bOrnv1rHUv3rCNaZTYgEIPgd3G
c49OzAJMMC7MwDeMQuw_Aj_FWBs_AW4N9bW9pesA_Az_zrYUstk9mzuf7nujmfUCNY6BSAv_
J l tOUy sAYy 1 z cG 1nNA3PU0DS_ tY _ I EAb_ jGNKLg i o 1 PVp5n rw i 7 y P 8 t I B SD_C0 f 4X cB _
om_5WP3j7DEMqvbQ3uH4yZ9TO6QqtHhZ3oF3XBf7pOsVFdwfFTt_vnPnZwYhCrDRDpLOGJFUaA00wTiK
sshy2lesLT3fcjKHMdc8YInjKGE8QQxZeooKUSBhMpJlrEsF-aFFi6TlcNS2_XxRtQw5kMOFrzv56AibX0E0Cv
qDLA8zwvWUQR2RDuARmzYhCGAL0YANzreOE2lcKBqHHclE--WbEXx7liqEw7r5kfVPefgLzviAF5iWabV5J
RVE5gQagidUcIMk2rdvP8fyu8PD9LqRNTUrXpq8e1_V9GhCn9bZWjPaO8vfOf0eaExGVuffgGfGSj5/dz/d5/
L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?defaultCss=1, viewed: 08 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2017	c),	Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 2016, 
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVRZc6JAEP4rvviI08DIkTc8gtcagaCBFwtxoqzAEA6J_34
HdA9j1KRqKQqG7q-Prw-Qi16QG3v7YOPlAY29kH07rrQ05KHS6fAagNzuwXBk9wzdUnnAgBbnAGVq9
mH4rM10c4QZoI3cM_vORGT2Y2s66D4KWBVP9l1dG2B5AqBM9DYMtYFtqoYogibW9lfUTz18socrlwZ
fs7-R4Pfslc5cgKE8NfmxYehjWz7n_0Hdk2_zrwK4t-s_Ry5y_ThP8i1y6CrzthyJuaRYNYE9wmDn-QFpwj4j-
e7wrwQrfrvNA-E8xRc5jFV2Aiyx00pp86oqYtKufCd-sEaOKvmCgGWe83ihQmPMKa9Y5Vaq4r2usa-
IknhRy4tk3dutWlTx7kzDPR_uzYGzfgMerZmgqVjv9synRzawXUGxJpIAunQHAPzHEJ-0vAZohmFYk_,   
viewed: 26 July 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2017	d),	Demography and social statistics, Population and migration, 
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/ext/themes/demography/population/about/!ut/p/z1/jZCxDoIwEI
Yf6Q5aoIwFpS0ShFYCdjEMxGAEHIzPLzFxcBC47ZLv-3P3g4UG7Ni--mv77Kexvc_72fqXMlAsihyOGGUE
VXowuYwTl4YE6l-A5XqP6sQLoVPqIPXAbvFjwSUNMkSWCQ8Vl5UOS0KQk20-_hmO2_wFwC7H12A_
yNIHaxl28UjzBRJTuDykIt7pYzKXHLvMZL6Lwl8B0IFcTkMHphvhMVRV1WCvbpS_AXUhDgU!/dz/d5/
L2dJQSEvUUt3QS80TmxFL1o2X1E3SThCQjFBMDhCVjIwSTdOUjFLUVFHS0Q3/, viewed: 11 January 2021

Statistical	 Office	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Republic	 (2018	 a),	 Population Change in the SR (‘Source 
Publication’) in 2011, https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVPLcpswFP0VZ-GlLGHEw
9nhuBPb8TSJKXFgkxHiBlMDIiBCnK-PAE9bTxqnnZZhENzH0T1HBxzgexzk7DmJmUxEzlL17Qf
mw621sKdTzSHEMmZksfRmt5fuRCOU4E1XcHHpzKm1IsReXRpk4cy99eRW169nFAf_0E8cves_
Ad_3kw8uh3zWf4cDHPBcFnKLfRFWbIsgR0UdDol6pMmO8QSG5LkCudv_, viewed: 14 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2018	b), Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 2012, 
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVNbk5owGP0r7oOPmABBcN9QO17W6aqUVXhxQohABY-
IQZN1fvwGcts5Wt52WYRL4LiffORyAC7bATfEpCjCPWIpj8e64_d1KnxnDoWxCqGtjOJvb49XEGsgQQbBp-
CkYTc4r0BYTGYqLBmTm114OVqj6PEXD_oR-aatN_B77thzcuE37W_wJc4JKUZzwEDvMKHEo0lbLS60Kxx-
NEBk4h24amg_HD-NdJXVGOv7ZGEkLEXi69Lhox9iXgDhKGsYYy0GjsjkQ8cDXq-qvlIkn1CJKTqe8kjBpb-
6Bka6jxWkavTC5Y5Y7n2qFk0FhnuPcqPoZzhz4AYx89rPH3KePXZhF1ZV1Yu8pEdY0oUx42XRhQXFO-
QmBeyxpfgbbJAryxjkdEuI0oH_cHzOCY1FeHIAjRNB3L4tlK4JhrxE09flwuOyP1WfYB1ZNoDnQKoOAFv-
V5X1LsxdTfrWnq01xgiJKClTmhI5ZymvKvzKfXWcIyOvM_xq4iZR4Bpx1yJFBo_tgyFakYn1nZ4AKnppWx-
nOO4ZzXFnba6sxTBmPLOJkp9VjVW-znP7b7fjt9O1J7vfFBapEQY1vvrZb-I6ghXOMVBsp7qDTgxz3-Qrd-
Vu9L5luicFbE4RrYCdsjwRjrD-0tPTxk410YokPdiTFUPvI0VGxkBRxXNtkej78eiaF21eOdj-9_8wS2zbTgz1LM2n-
bwu6kbD3Rq9vk3pG9W0fxoH58PAOEqIQJw!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/, viewed: 14 January 2021



57

Statistical	 Office	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Republic	 (2018	 c),	 Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 
2015, https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVPLcpswFP0VZ-GlLGGEwdnhuBPb8TSJKXFgk
xHigqkBERAhztdXgPvIpHHaaRkGwX0c3XN0wD6-x37OnpKYyUTkLFXfnj95uDWX1mym2YSYxpwsV-
789tKZaoQSvO0KLi7tBTXXhFjrS4Ms7YW7md7q-vWcYv8f-omtd_0n4Pt-8s5lk4_677CPfZ7LQu6wJ4KK7RDk
qKiDIVGPNNkznsCQPFUg94dfI6FmaWOwpmhCmYFoFEUo4LqJDOAh4eE4jGjQYhc8CbFngBEZjFLEqMEQ
hekEsciMkAmhxjnloTn9rsUJsfzTVB3IFYZ_inKn6Ec4K-zHqQj6499JWZwPyZA0TTNKgmzERTYkqZB1NSQV
sJLvsP9YQ3nA91kSl51zBnzH8hj-uD8VnKWqvNpjT4lgPtytb3oRLHdDiW2uZrObyVy_JhPstAS6DZ06jqFq9_
uUsyCF8GEDe	 QilwlAllahLDhcil5DLzyKE11kuCliGb2OvInWZYK8f8kKhQHneM1WplB1E3eFir6VViFKyd
OR0xYO-enCjginIwTbJQ9F0Vvs5z_t9vx2_n6jf33ujtEqpMGnX5-N6FNVTrvCqPXKu2gV7qSx_kG3V7vR-
z3RXY7x9SqDBbi7KTDnC-UtPLzo7tUQbno3ISBtb5oSONWpNx7p6by2SfH189O2jNs8S3__3_7DIXNfNLP2A
VouXNWwRC17g9W1DYDVfol0a22dn3wAydBJh/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/, viewed: 08 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2018),	Population Change in the SR (‘Source Pub-
lication’) in 2017, https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/32664769-a82d-4df1-9f7e3ddb-
51ce328f/!ut/p/z1/rVTLdtowEP2VdsFS0eiBJWdnSGOckDQGzMObHPlFFGKbgPLg7ytompbT-
4tDTamEfe-6MZu7MHRzjKY4r9aznyui6Ug_2exY7t6EIZKdDPADRPoPgIjoL_aFLgAOe7ABd3-t	
0QeQfb8NgdeLBm7IGHgMx8f4w4HjwXH-7wDZGVMIxPWAXIahfyP4zt8Lw3DYH4_BH9NzCBjx4T-
KAAai2Z90xP79--aez_EYxzhOK7M0d3hWJ2t1h9YLtHxKWmAfD3qhUp234Hmdm8Xm1z-MOg4X-
jouUpBniWUGQW4gcsSxL2iTNGZXFNvYy1RmeHYseqde6qssNnr2k5anOTlNl8nm92rTAKRiognJE2yxHvCA-
ZkpZCRASwTCapDcLf6Gjg6-_a8Tsgbu72ZFtEQ0MH9A1wPryhnsv97tngq01x1KVy2Hco-M4HACBvgKaZ_
SjNxiR3U9M4dyPnA4AlemaZFAcB17ZVzzp_wVFVr0or1OHPWVHUJZTkDqIiLRCnvEBK5AwViZM7Mmur-
hO9YnHSvbsPoy8De9K9j0wN8gWOdlCfW_wROOJMSGBAOlLiuy7Z7hK6uuldzm6Qyd0hXRY2nC2X-
UQz3_9K4LvQXq-8fH2LOqqiuTvxo8_SGrFqyNXUwp2lkqYyW2qrOnhdnsi-0PYb-zeWguL-lhNo9S3l7xhEr-
hcEq4dKm1igPFHxW4iY7_tmWGeYWXZWRPKVmJoinoQAf37XkpX5E_kUa-jIpy-_Y-fwMwe_63/dz/d5/
L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?defaultCss=1, viewed: 08 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2019	a),	Population and Migration, Metadata, https://slovak.statis-
tics.sk/wps/portal/ext/themes/demography/population/metadata/!ut/p/z1/lZHLDoIwEEW_hS_oUB6FZSlS-
GgjyFrsxLAwhUXRhjJ8vkLhQQ9HZTXLvnTkzSKIGyaG991176y9Dexr7vbQPGRGO5-kUHK_GIEiS61GW8Ug-
30W4WBEWKqWty5ufbAETJsFPENgbQkXzzR4yBSKzSt-rESDcvP-M0NEkM4MTcAkHDKnczwwBqfPgX5sN-
CUfjNr1hQKvC4vcI_Cv6c_yWQarziOIwZcpaprriWI5Wg0x-VJBVZSRgvcT1XUzUP0YuOatoTiynmaw!!/dz/d5/
L2dJQSEvUUt3QS80TmxFL1o2X1E3SThCQjFBMDhCVjIwSTdOUjFLUVFHS1Y0/, viewed 06 December 2020, 
viewed: 07 December 2020

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2019	b),	Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 
2018, https://www7.statistics.sk/wps/portal/6f2f6892-87e7-4bf8-a336-7d4c013b026b/!ut/p/z1/tZXLdto-
wEIafJQuWQiNLluTuDEmABJI6XALe9Mg3cME2sQ2UPn0FpE0gxWHRauFjW3P555NGwi4eYzdV63iqy-
jhL1UJ_T1z-zREd2WgQG0CY19C5G147rb5FgAEeYRe7flouyxmeZF6hZqiYo-XKq4F-LOK58uOwBusiLOfb-
9394ZERcWgaSIhSIeZFEilKORMB8INQDg3u72Es_DvDkIuvnvdhR9-tB7CMfmGDLkQ397j1pdSh2309Di16Dw-
9g9a9KG8WjSV_9my24z0QWQ3ZYJHbs9fLIcSsE--FewOPjDmWHDZf5n9EuHnOjv9yzojPps8CiF0X5gp_4f-
DdxqPKf-HwBdpL_CwK3G87xb709W4LMYBwPbcZx-dzSC1si4hQ4lLXgYDgEG_NWgapNURngSeKLLFGc-
jOLqOdRxu8DDN8kS3UP9tF6sgEMIjDJmUMsQ4t5AHESBCpRlJwqkfCNwGfIfd2EvqGz-pQ10aJljCsCwJgh-
KL7noy_v7y4tq68bK0DH-UePy782pQlLp3fbSfSUvdhXkWrOblVs8ssnWYFnOF9jZFqVsRKRSESTbNVRSrX-
WQ79aicYjcPozAP8_oq14fArCyXxZca1GCz2dSnWTZdhPVdsr95zLJCCzoyrEYmOT2PzCKUeURIxCIWIKZ8L-
RlMA_mKCe7TwBc-PeZlMcqpMAgVJqOmkP-PVw1U7s_itRZTZMu4WJ3WedKBt7xiawhPeUr4SJcZISYJIM-
logAh4QQih8JXFjusEqgsFTqSU-pVoHLtKjbzX7OnVWKpyhuI0yvC4KFSADkrx-KI81cRk_c85vwutQb0l0EguS-
XDgdO6kuDfOc7roIjjiRAwpODMI015Uv5-hdFHgKjD_7NJbJomk23g_0PzpJurdUOZ6W7pYJ01PbunPxgNy-
J7KUm0GUPMvCvrr6BXLZoF8!/dz/d5/L0lDUmlTUSEhL3dHa0FKRnNBLzROV3FpQSEhL2Vu/, viewed: 08 
January 2021



58

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2019	c),	Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 2013, 
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVPLcpswFP0VZ8ES69rIgLPDcSe242kelNiwyQhJYDWA-
CA-T5OsjwJNOJrXTTsswCO7j6J6jAwrQFgUZ2YuYVEJmJFHffmA-3FpLezYbOQDWZA7LlTe_vXSnI8CANl-
3BxaWzwNYawF5fTmDpLLy76a1hXM8xCv6hHxyj6z8B3_fDkcuBr_rvUYACmlV5tUO-DEuy03mm53WogX-
ok4pFQwTUgBd2J_XtEaDBmNhtFHHRqGxMdAzb0KZ5y3TYjzEzKiBGxFjungiGfsXBsTixbN0Nu6jhiW-
FUboGNMIhJxOrFH0YHLCbGC01RdnimM4BTlTtGvcFYoiBMZ9se_q6r8XAMNmqYZijAdUplqkMiqLjUoeSs-
MCp5qXrygbSrionPOgO5IFvM_7k8kJYkqLx-Rr0SwHu7XN70ItneHwbFWs9mNOTeuwURuS6Db0K3jmJft-
ft8yEiacPdzxjPFCYaiSUtYF5Rcyq3hWfZeMf8xSmfMl-xz7EKkLgfx-yAuFwovznqlKJeRF1h0u8ltauSwqkgzdrn-
jQVw9uVDDh1WAjMiabzmq_5jne99vx-4n6_f1PSquUCkO7Ph_Wg6i-coVfPuruVbsgP6mKd7Kt2p3ex0x3NU-
abveAN8jJZpMoR7l96etHZqSXa0HQIw9HYtkw8HmF7OjbUe2sR8fPpKXAO2jxXaPvf_8M89TwvtY0XfbV4X-
fONTsJX_vF2eGg3P6JdEjtnZ28B1yV_/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/, viewed: 14 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2020	a),	Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 2019, 
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z0/TYy9DsIgFEafxpHeCyKUsaaJ0c00xspiuEgVq9TG-vf21s3ly-
zln-MBCDTa5Zzy6IXbJXUbfWbVf62U-n_MCUc9KXK425XpRGY4SoQoJVmAjXbOXv2aYcZFrJQWXuRHT-
kX8X8dz3tgDruzSE9wB1R3d3YiGx24MmOM4lts7HMMHnPQzt578ciIzCmWC5Fg2TonGMNHdMem4O-
5ElpQ3BrF9sv5mFPIg!!/, viewed: 08 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2020	b),	Population Change in the SR (‘Source Publication’) in 
2014, https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVNdc6IwFP0r9oFHzEUiQt-w7lSts1VZauGlE0jA-
bIEgH9L21zeA051Ot3Z3dhmGkPtxcs_hgHx0j_yMHHlMKi4yksi95xsPm8nCnE41G2AynsFi6c42146lAQa-
06wquru05nqwAzNX1GBb23N1aG12_nWHk_0M_2HrXfwa-74dPLhu-6r9DPvLDrMqrPfJEUJK9yjI1rwM-
F5CPhjyTkTAFShHt-fItwBSIcAtWwoWomiVSsR0w1LTBVi1EDLGxoEY5a7DzkFHkAGqXEIqoJY0PFVLY-
EodwGOkR0DDiiunXickYs_zxVh2USwz9HuVP0K5wl8uNEBP3n31dVfqmAAk3TDHmQDkORKpCI-
qi4VKFkrDPIPNSue0X3K46JzziDckyxmf9yfiJAksrx8RJ4UYfJwt1r3IpjuFoM9WU6na2Om34KBnJZAd-
6BTxzEr2_O-ZSRIGH3YsoyyQmLIklLURciuRFaxrPouKHufDUXOFvRj7F2kLjjy-iGvJAorLnumMpWQZ-
1F3uMhraeWiqEgydLriQV89WMtgwqrBjmdUNJ3Vfs3zed9vx-8n6s_3PigtUzIM7fp0Wk-ietIVXvmoO-
jftgrykKt7Itmp3en9mupsR2h05a5CbiSKVjnD-0tPzzk4t0SZMhzDURubEwCMNm9ZIl--tRfjPw8G-
3T9o8Vej-v_-Heeq6bmrqz-py_rJiO5UEL-z9bbPAbH5E-yS2Ly5eAbYSy24!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/, 
viewed: 14 January 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2020), Slovak Republic in Figures 2020, https://slovak.statistics.
sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/tVFNU8IwEP01HMNu07RJj0VmWpBxBhmE5uKkaSpRmhasIP56A-PBCzoe3M-
POfrx583YfSFiDdOpgn1RvW6e2vi9k_DjnEzEaBSkij8Y4mS7H82yRBMgQHkCC1K7v-g0UbfmqNsQ40r-
2VA_Rpa1-UtmaAh1O5V86Q77MyrkSiBRLNaEiYqipSlmFFYgwSgzrREaVn9k7bCgoeCKGZqAmPDBJW-
m4gIWtUkEbRGhRwDEcPqN7nSr_FKpAgL4zyHvMBusjRnfIYoZlmEkzRf3ifzMMQ0_AL8wFN4HfyqjlsKq4M-
1R1i6dt_4Ly_-eGaOMAVpy2Z41M0QhwEVPGY0YCKhoa_Pttnn3U6m3pvW9ea9h_U_mNM1jQhPZJp_jO5It-
ko_AfkghJ8!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/, viewed: 26 July 2021

Statistical	Office	of	the	Slovak	Republic	(2021),	Stock and Change of the Population by Sex.

Surová, S, (2016), How Slovakia Engages and Constructs Its Diaspora, https://www.researchgate.net/publica-
tion/324201253_How_Slovakia_Engages_and_Constructs_Its_Diaspora, viewed: 13 November 2020

The National Council of the Slovak Republic (2005), ACT on the Slovaks Living Abroad and on Amendments  
 and Additions to Certain Laws, https://www.uszz.sk/sk/act-on-the-slovaks-living-abroad-and-on-
amendments-and-additions-to-certain-laws, viewed: 13 November 2020 

UNICEF (2011), The Right of Roma Children to Education. Position Paper, https://www.unicef.org/eca/me-
dia/1566/file/Roma%20education%20postition%20paper.pdf, viewed: 26 July 2021



59

United	Nations,	Department	of	Economic	and	Social	Affairs,	Statistics	Division	(2017),	Handbook on
  Measuring International Migration through Population Censuses, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/stat-
com/48th-session/documents/BG-4a-Migration-Handbook-E.pdf, viewed: 22 November 2020

Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	(2012),	Zamestnávanie cudzincov na území Slovenskej republiky za rok  
2012, https://www.upsvr.gov.sk/statistiky/zamestnavanie-cudzincov-statistiky/zamestnavanie-cudzin-
cov-na-uzemi-slovenskej-republiky-za-rok-2012.html?page_id=154142,  viewed: 31 May 2021

Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	(2021),	Zamestnávanie cudzincov na území Slovenskej republiky za rok  
 2021, https://www.upsvr.gov.sk/statistiky/zamestnavanie-cudzincov-statistiky/kopia-zamestna-
vanie-cudzincov-na-uzemi-slovenskej-republiky-za-rok-2020.html?page_id=1060278, viewed: 31 May 2021

Ústredie	práce,	sociálnych	vecí	a	rodiny	(2021),	Zamestnávanie cudzincov – štatistiky, Zamestnávanie 
 cudzincov na území Slovenskej republiky za rok 2020,https://www.upsvr.gov.sk/statistiky/zamestna-
vanie-cudzincov-statistiky.html?page_id=10803, viewed: 25 January 2021

USZZ	(2005),	Štatút Úradu pre Slovákov žijúcich v zahraničí,	Úrad	pre	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	zahraničí,	
	 https://www.uszz.sk/data/files/vlastny%20material%20-%20statut-do%20vlady.pdf,	
 viewed: 13 November 2020

USZZ	(2020	a),	štatistika	vydáných	osžz	podľa	štátov	od	roku	2012	do	august	2020,	Úrad	pre	Slovákov	
	 žijúcich	v	zahraničí,	https://www.uszz.sk/data/2020/STATISTIKA-RS_UA2012_08-2020.pdf,	
 viewed: 22 November 2020

USZZ	(2020	b),	Správa za rok 2019 o štátnej politike vo vzťahu k Slovákom žijúcim v zahraničí a o poskytnutej   
 štátnej podpore Slovákom žijúcim v zahraničí a návrh programu štátnej politiky vo vzťahu k Slovákom  
 žijúcim v zahraničí na rok 2021,	Úrad	pre	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	zahraničí,	
	 https://www.slov-lex.sk/legislativne-procesy/-/SK/dokumenty/LP-2020-211,	
 viewed: 06 December 2020

USZZ	(2020	c),	Počty a odhady,	Úrad	pre	Slovákov	žijúcich	v	zahraničí,	
 https://www.uszz.sk/sk/pocty-a-odhady, viewed: 22 November 2020

Vašečka	M.,	Žúborová	V.	(2020),	Diaspora Policies, Consular Services and Social Protection for Slovak 
 Citizens Abroad	in:	J-M.	Lafleur	and	D.	Vintila,	Migration and Social Protection in Europe and Beyond  
 (Volume 2), Springer, 427-440.

Woodcraft,	S.	(2015),	Understanding and measuring social sustainability [in:] Journal of Urban Regeneration &  
 Renewal, 8(2) pp. 133-144.

World	Bank	(2021a),	World Development Indicators, 
	 https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&country=SVK,	viewed:	28	May	2021

World	Bank	(2021b),	Mean instruction hours spent by participant in education and training by sex, 
 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/trng_aes_151/default/table?lang=en, 
 viewed: 28 May 2021

World	Bank	(2021c),	Slovakia, Climate Data, 
 https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/slovakia, viewed: 26 July 2021

World	Bank	(2021d),	Slovakia. Impacts, Water, 
 https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/slovakia/impacts-agriculture, 
 viewed: 28 May 2021



60


