
Indo-European

Shifted
Western Romance

Catalan [cat]
ganiveta ’coulter (of plow)’Oil

Old French (842
-ca. 1400) [fro]
canivet ’s. knife’

French [fra]
canif ’pocket knife’
canif ’penknife’

4;4
4

7

Northwest
Germanic

North Germanic

East-Central
Swedic

Swedish [swe]
knīver ’knife’

Dalecarlian
[qer]

knaiv ’dagger’
knaiv ’knife’

2;0

0

Danish [dan]
kniv ’knife’West Scandinavian

Norwegian
[nor]

kniv ’knife’

Icelandic
-Faroese

Icelandic
[isl]

hnífur ’knife’

Faroese [fao]
knívur ’dagger’
knívur ’knife’

2;0
0

Old Norse [non]
knífr ’knife’
knífr ’dagger’

0;2
0

0

West Germanic

Franconian

Macro-Dutch

Old Dutch [odt]
*knif ’knife’

Middle
-Modern Dutch

Dutch [nld]
knijf ’knife (archaic)’

knijp ’knife’

Middle
Dutch [dum]

cnief, cnijf ’knife’

0
0;0

0

German [deu]
Kneif ’knife’
Kneip ’knife’

0;0

Middle
-Modern

High German

Swiss German [gsw]
gniippə ’knife’

Middle
High German [gmh]

knīf ’knife’

0
0

North Sea Germanic

Middle
-Modern

Low German

Middle
Low German [gml]

knīf ’knife’
knīp ’knife’

Plautdietsch
[pdt]

knîp, kniep ’knife’
knīf ’knife’

0;0
0;0

Anglo-Frisian

Frisian

Western
Frisian [fry]
knif ’knife’

Old Frisian [ofs]
knīf ’knife’

0
0

Anglian

Mercian

English [eng]
knife ’knife’

Middle
English [enm]

knif, cnife, cniue ’knife’

0
0

Old English (ca. 450
-1100) [ang]
cnīf ’knife’

0

Cognate Set: 86564
Yes No

dagger 0.50
coulter (of plow) 0.55
penknife 0.50
s. knife 0.50
knife (archaic) 0.07
pocket knife 0.50
knife 0.42


