
Indo-European

Imperial
Latin

Romance

Romanian
[ron]

bestie ’ferocious or cruel person’
bestie ’w. beast’

bestie ’ferocious beast’

Italo-Western
Romance

Italian [ita]
bestia ’beast’

bestia ’animal’
biscia ’(non-poisonous) snake’

Shifted
Western Romance

Oil

Old French (842
-ca. 1400) [fro]

beste ’beast’
beste ’animal’

bisse ’(w.) animal’
bisse ’fem. deer’

French [fra]
biche ’fem. deer’

bête ’animal’

3;4 3;3;3;4

Southwestern
Shifted Romance

Catalan [cat]
bèstia ’beast of burden’

bèstia ’animal’

West Ibero
-Romance

Portuguese
[por]

bicho ’vermin’
bicho ’insect’
bicho ’animal’

bicho ’ferocious animal’

Spanish [spa]
bestia ’beast’

bestia ’brutal person’

3;1
1;1;3;1

2;3

3;3;1

1;1;1

Latin [lat]
bestia ’beast’

bestia ’animal’

3;3

Northern
Tosk Albanian [als]
bishë ’beast, animal’

Northwest
Germanic

North Germanic

Norwegian
[nor]

beist ’beast’
beist ’dangerous w. animal’

Swedish [swe]
best ’monster’

best ’beast’

Danish [dan]
bæst ’beast’

bæst ’animal’

3;3 1;3
3;1

West Germanic

Franconian

German [deu]
Bestie ’predator’

Bestie ’w. animal’

Middle
-Modern Dutch

Dutch [nld]
beest ’beast’

beest ’animal’

Middle
Dutch [dum]

beeste, beste ’animal’
beeste, beste ’beast’

3;3

3;3

1;3

Middle
High German [gmh]

bestia ’beast’
bestia ’animal’

North Sea Germanic

Middle
Low German [gml]

bêst ’beast’
Mercian

English [eng]
beast ’quadruped’

beast ’brutal person’
beast ’quadruped’

beast ’bovine’
beast ’animal’

beast ’beast of burden’
beast ’bovine’

beast ’beast of burden’

Middle
English [enm]

best, beest, beeste ’animal’

31;1;3;2;3;3;3;2

3

3;3

Slavic

Serbian
-Croatian-Bosnian

[hbs]
bèštija ’beast’

bèštija ’brutal person’

West Slavic

Czech [ces]
bestie ’beast’

bestie ’animal’

Polish [pol]
bestia ’w. beast of prey’
bestia ’ferocious person’

bestia ’cruel’

7;1;1

3;3

Russian [rus]
béstija ’beast’

béstija ’animal’

3;3
3;1

Goidelic

Western
Goidelic

Irish [gle]
péist ’fabulous beast’

péist ’reptile’
péist ’worm’

péist ’monster’

Old Irish (to 900) [sga]
béist, biast ’beast’

béist, biast ’monster’
péist, béist, biast, píast ’beast’

péist, béist, biast, píast ’monster’

3;1;3;1
1;1;1;1

Scottish
Gaelic [gla]

biast, bèist ’beast’
pèist ’beast’
pèist ’reptile’

3;3;1

3

Cognate Set: 66759
Yes No

brutal person 0.53
vermin 0.50
reptile 0.51
bovine 0.51
fabulous beast 0.50
beast, animal 0.33
ferocious person 0.50
domestic animal, esp. of cattle 0.50
dangerous w. animal 0.50
large w. animal 0.50
ferocious or cruel person 0.50
w. animal 0.50
animal 0.71
w. beast of prey 0.50
w. beast 0.50
monster 0.51
ferocious beast 0.50
predator 0.50
beast of burden 0.51
beast 0.88
insect 0.50
ferocious animal 0.50
fem. deer 0.51
worm 0.50
quadruped 0.51
cruel 0.50
(w.) animal 0.50
(non-poisonous) snake 0.50


