
Indo-European

Indo-Iranian

Iranian

Western
Farsi [pes]
mai ’wine’

Ossetian
[oss]

myd ’honey’

Avestan [ave]
ma�u- ’berry wine’

7
7 7

Indo-Aryan

Hindi [hin]
madhu, mau ’honey’

Sanskrit
[san]

madhu-lih- ’bee (lit. ”honey-licker”)’
madhu-lih- ’bee’

madhvád- ’honey-eater’
mádhu- ’sweet’
mádhu- ’mead’
mádhu- ’honey’

mádhu- ’sweet drink’

Bengali [ben]
madhu ’honey’

7

1;0;2;0;2;3;0

7

Balto-Slavic

Slavic

Russian [rus]
medvéd’ ’bear’
mëd ’honey’
mëd ’mead’

West Slavic

Czech [ces]
med ’mead’
med ’honey’

medovina ’mead’
medvěd ’bear’

Polish [pol]
miód ’honey’
miód ’mead’

niedźwiedź ’bear’

0;7;0
0;0;0;7

South Slavic

Western
South Slavic

Serbian
-Croatian-Bosnian

[hbs]
meduvina ’mead’
mečka ’bear’
mèdvjed ’bear’
mȇd ’honey’

Slovenian
[slv]

med ’mead’
med ’honey’
médvẹd ’bear’

0;0;7
7;0;0;0

Eastern
South Slavic

Bulgarian
[bul]

med ’honey’
med ’honey’

méčka ’fem. bear’
méčka ’bear (gen.)’

Church
Slavic [chu]

medvěd� ’bear’
med� ’honey’

7;0
4;1;0;7

0;7;0

Old Prussian [prg]
meddo ’honey’

Eastern
Baltic

Latvian [lav]
me̦dus ’honey’
me̦dus ’mead’

Lithuanian
[lit]

medus ’honey’

7
7;0

7

Ancient
Greek [grc]

���� ’fermented drink’
���� ’wine’

Insular
Celtic

Brythonic

Old-Modern
Welsh

Welsh [cym]
medd ’mead’

Old Welsh [owl]
medd ’mead’

meddawt ’drunkenness’

1;0

0

Southwestern
Brythonic

Cornish [cor]
medh ’mead’

Breton [bre]
mez ’mead’

0
0

Goidelic

Western
Goidelic

Irish [gle]
meá ’mead’

Old Irish (to 900) [sga]
mid ’mead’

0
0

Scottish
Gaelic [gla]

meadh ’mead’

0

Tokharian
B [txb]

mīt ’honey’
Germanic

Northwest
Germanic

North Germanic

East-Central
Swedic

Swedish [swe]
mjöd ’mead’

Dalecarlian
[qer]

myöð ’honey’

7
0

Danish [dan]
mjød ’mead’West Scandinavian

Norwegian
[nor]

mjød ’mead’
Icelandic
-Faroese

Icelandic
[isl]

mjöður ’mead’

Faroese [fao]
mjøður ’mead’

0
0

Old Norse [non]
mjǫðr ’honey’
mjǫðr ’mead’

7;0
0

0

West Germanic

Franconian

German [deu]
Met ’mead’

Middle
-Modern Dutch

Dutch [nld]
mede ’mead’

Middle
Dutch [dum]
mede ’mead’

0
0

0

High German

Old High German (ca. 750
-1050) [goh]

metu, meto, mito ’mead’

Middle
High German [gmh]
met, mete ’mead’

0
0

North Sea Germanic

Middle
Low German [gml]

mede ’mead’
Anglo-Frisian

Frisian

Western
Frisian [fry]
mede ’mead’

Old Frisian [ofs]
mede ’mead’

0
0

Anglian

Mercian

English [eng]
mead ’mead’

Middle
English [enm]

meode, meyde, mead ’mead’

0
0

Old English (ca. 450
-1100) [ang]
meodo ’mead’

0

0

Gothic [got]
*midus ’mead’

0

7
3;2

Cognate Set: 61738
Yes No

sweet drink 0.50
fermented drink 0.62
berry wine 0.50
sweet 0.50
honey-eater 0.03
bear 0.08
bee 0.03
honey 0.22
fem. bear 0.50
drunkenness 0.50
bee (lit. ”honey-licker”) 0.50
wine 0.46
bear (gen.) 0.01
mead 0.99


