
Indo-European

Indo-Iranian

Iranian

Old Persian (ca. 600
-400 B.C.) [peo]
gav- ’cattle’
gav- ’cow’

Ossetian
[oss]

gal ’bull’
qug ’cow’

Avestan [ave]
gav- ’cattle’
gav- ’bull’
gav- ’cow’

3;2;0 0;7
3;0

Indo-Aryan

Hindi [hin]
gorū ’ox’
gāu ’ox’
gāu ’bull’

Sanskrit
[san]

*gāvā- ’cow’
go- ’cow’
go- ’ox’

gávya- ’butter’
gāus- ’ox’
gāus- ’cow’

gōrūpá- ’cow-shaped’

Bengali [ben]
goru, garu ’cattle’
goru, garu ’fool’

goru, garu ’bovine’

Western
Panjabi [pnb]
gorū ’cattle’
gāu, gã̄ ’cow’

0;0 0;1;40;2;1;7;0;0;2
7;4;7

Balto-Slavic

Latvian [lav]
bōs ’ox’
bōs ’cow’

govs, guovs ’cow’
Slavic

Russian [rus]
govjádina ’beef’

Czech [ces]
hovado ’cattle’
hovado ’bovine’

South Slavic

Western
South Slavic

Serbian
-Croatian-Bosnian

[hbs]
gòvedo ’bovine’

Slovenian
[slv]

govę́dọ ’bovine’

3
3

Eastern
South Slavic

Bulgarian
[bul]

govédo ’bovine’

Church
Slavic [chu]

govjádo ’bovine’

3
3

3;3 2

7;0;0

Italic

Imperial
Latin

Romance

Romanian
[ron]

bou ’beast of burden’
bou ’ox’

Campidanese
Sardinian [sro]

boe ’ox’

Italo-Western
Romance

Italian [ita]
bue, bove ’ox’

Shifted
Western Romance

Southwestern
Shifted Romance

Catalan [cat]
bou ’ox’

Occitan [oci]
buou ’ox’

West Ibero
-Romance

Portuguese
[por]

boi ’bull’
boi ’bovine’
boi ’ox’

Spanish [spa]
buey ’ox’
buey ’fool’

7;1
2;3;2

7 7

Gallo-Rhaetian

Friulian
[fur]

bo ’cow’
bo ’ox’

Oil

Old French (842
-ca. 1400) [fro]
buef, beuf ’ox’
buef, beuf ’beef’

French [fra]
boeuf ’bovine animal (gen.)’

boeuf ’ox’
boeuf ’beef’

3;7;2
7;2

0;2

7

7 3;7

Latin [lat]
bōs, -vis ’ox’
bōs, -vis ’bull’
bōs, -vis ’cattle’

bōs, -vis ’bovine animal’
bōs, -vis ’cow’

2;2;3;3;0

Umbrian [xum]
bum, bue ’bovine animal’

3

Ancient
Greek [grc]

���� ’(pl.) cattle’
���� ’ox’
���� ’bull’
���� ’cow’

Insular
Celtic

Brythonic

Old-Modern
Welsh

Welsh [cym]
buwch ’cow’

Old Welsh [owl]
bu, buw, buch ’cow’

0
0

Southwestern
Brythonic

Cornish [cor]
buch ’cow’

Breton [bre]
biou ’cattle’
buoc’h ’cow’

3;0

0

Goidelic

Western
Goidelic

Irish [gle]
buar ’cattle’
bó ’cow’

bó allaidh ’buffalo’
bó allaidh ’w. ox’

Old Irish (to 900) [sga]
bó ’ox’
bó ’cow’

7;0
0;7;7;0

Scottish
Gaelic [gla]

buar ’herd of cattle’
buar ’oxen’
buar ’cattle’
bó ’fawn’
bó ’cow’

2;1;2;0;3

Northwest
Germanic

North Germanic

East-Central
Swedic

Swedish [swe]
ko ’cow’

Dalecarlian
[qer]

tjyr ’cow’

0
0

Danish [dan]
ko ’cow’West Scandinavian

Norwegian
[nor]

ku ’cow’

Icelandic
-Faroese

Icelandic
[isl]

kýr ’cow’

Faroese [fao]
kúgv ’cow’

0
0

Old Norse [non]
kýr ’cow’

0
0

0

West Germanic

Franconian

German [deu]
Kuh ’cow’

Middle
-Modern Dutch

Dutch [nld]
koe ’cow’

Middle
Dutch [dum]
coe, kuo ’cow’

0
0

0

High German

Old High German (ca. 750
-1050) [goh]

kuo, chuo ’cow’

Middle
High German [gmh]

kuo ’cow (gen. & spec.)’

0
0

North Sea Germanic

Anglo-Frisian

Frisian

Western
Frisian [fry]
ko ’cow’

Old Frisian [ofs]
kū ’cow’

0
0

Anglian

Mercian

English [eng]
cow ’cow’
kine ’cattle’

Middle
English [enm]

cowe, cow, cu, ku, cou, kou, kow, kowe, cough, coowe ’fem. of bovine animal’
cowe, cow, cu, ku, cou, kou, kow, kowe, cough, coowe ’cow’

kine ’cattle (coll.)’

3;3;0

0;3

Old English (ca. 450
-1100) [ang]
cū ’cow’

cū ’fem. of bovine animal’

0;3

Altsächsisch

Middle
-Modern

Low German

Middle
Low German [gml]

kô ’cow’

Plautdietsch
[pdt]

ko ’cow’

0
0

Old Saxon [osx]
kō ’cow’

0

Eastern
Armenian [hye]

kov ’cow’
Tokharian

Tokharian
B [txb]

keu* ’cow’

Tokharian
A [xto]
ko ’cow’

0
0

0 3;2;2;0

Cognate Set: 54635
Yes No

bovine animal (gen.) 0.50
fawn 0.50
oxen 0.50
fem. of bovine animal 0.51
bovine 0.53
cattle 0.44
cow-shaped 0.50
cattle (coll.) 0.50
beef 0.51
stable 0.50
w. ox 0.50
fool 0.51
beast of burden 0.50
bovine animal 0.51
bull 0.10
herd of cattle 0.50
butter 0.50
cow (gen. & spec.) 0.05
cow 1.00
ox 0.06
(pl.) cattle 0.44
buffalo 0.50


