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Regional Security Complex 

 Subsystem of relations between states, 
referring to security at the regional level  

 

 An attempt to fill the gap between the level 
of the international system and the state  

 

 It is based on the relations of positive and 
negative interdependence between countries 
in the region 



Model of RSC in Arctic 



Security sectors (according to the theory of 
regional security complexes): 

 
 

 Political  

 Military  

 Economic 

 Societal  

 Environmental   
 

 



  
The possibilities of using the Arctic as a result of climate change 



   



  



 

Kinds of RSC sectors Occurence Examples  

Political  + Arctic Council 

Military  + 
-Arctic Challange Exercise  

-Militarisation of the Arctic by 
Russia 

Economic   + 

-Cooperation between 
Norway and Russia in the 

Barents Sea  
-Exploration and possible 

extraction of raw materials in 
Greenland by China 

Societal   + 
-Cooperation of arctic 

countries with indigenous 
peoples  on the forum of the 

Arctic Council 

Environmental  + 
-Working Groups of the Arctic 
Council: Arctic Contaminants 

Action Program  



Arctic Council activities 

  Work through Arctic Council working meetings resulting 
was for example the establishment of Arctic States 
Agreements:  

 Agreement on Cooperation on Aeronautical and Maritime 
Search and Rescue in the Arctic (2011)  

 Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution 
Preparedness and Response in the Arctic (2013)  

 



  

Norwegian F-16s in a formation during ACE  17  

The Norwegian F-35s for the first time 
during ACE 21 

Ten German Eurofighters during ACE21 



  

  

Russian soldiers practise landing 
in winter conditions  

Russian fighter MiG-
31BM in the Arctic air 

base (Novaya Zemlya) 



  



Conclusions 
 

 The theory of regional security complexes provides a good 
analytical framework for demonstrating the geopolitical 
significance of the Arctic  

 

 Climate change in the Arctic leads to new opportunities, 
challenges, problems and threats in the region, which focus the 
attention of Arctic and non-Arctic states. This leads to an increase 
in the geopolitical importance of the Arctic. 

 

 The involvement of states in the High North continues to grow 
and may be based on cooperation (the Arctic Council) or rivalry 
(NATO/Russia). This proves that the region is being treated more 
and more seriously by the states there.  

 

 The influence of non-Arctic actors is currently small, but involves 
world powers (China). This is an indicator of the high geopolitical 
importance of the Arctic.   



  Thank You for attention!  


