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The Goal of this project: 

This research project will examine the 150 psalms for the spiritual awareness each 

Psalm offers. Each Psalm will be examined by its language and the commentary 

of the Sages. The spiritual awareness analysis will be done in alignment with Ari’s 

definition of the Tree of life, the Book of Creation, and the Zohar. Each verse 

of the Psalm will be rewritten using the intent of the language and spiritual 

commentary to convey its spiritual lesson.  

 

The Main Resources:  

The Zohar 

   The Book of Creation 

   Ari’s writing on the Tree of Life and the Ten Sefirot 

   The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

   Samson Hirsch’s commentary on the Psalms 

Tehillim – Psalms – A new translation with a commentary 

anthologized from the Talmudic and rabbinic sources 

Accordance Bible Software 
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Psalm 138 
 

New American Standard 1995 

Psa. 138:0   A Psalm of David. 
 
Psa. 138:1     aI will give You thanks with 
all my heart;  
 I will sing praises to You before 
the bgods. 
2   I will bow down atoward Your holy 
temple  
 And bgive thanks to Your name for 
Your lovingkindness and Your 1truth;  
 For You have cmagnified Your 
2word 3according to all Your name. 
3   On the day I acalled, You answered 
me;  
 You made me bold with bstrength 
in my soul. 
 
Psa. 138:4     aAll the kings of the earth 
will give thanks to You, O LORD,  
 When they have heard the words 
of Your mouth. 
5   And they will asing of the ways of 
the LORD,  
 For bgreat is the glory of the 
LORD. 
6   For athough the LORD is exalted,  
 Yet He bregards the lowly,  
 But the chaughty He knows from 
afar. 
 
Psa. 138:7     Though I awalk in the midst 
of trouble, You will 1brevive me;  
 You will cstretch forth Your hand 
against the wrath of my enemies,  
 And Your right hand will dsave me. 

Hebrew 
Psa. 138:1  ֶגד ֖ לדְָודִ֨ ׀ אফדְ֥ۨ בכְָל־לבִִּי֑ נֶ

אֶשׁתְּחַוֲהֶ֨ אֶל־היֵכַל֪  2אֱ۩הִי֣ם אזֲמְַּרֶךּֽ׃ָ 
 ואফְ֘דֶה֤ אֶת־שׁמְֶ֗ۨ עַל־חַסְדְּ֥ۨ ועְַל־ קָדְשְׁۨ֡

מְۨ֗ אִמְרָתֶֽۨ׃   3אֲמִתֶּ֑ۨ כִּיֽ־הגִדְַּל֥תְָּ עַל־כָּל־שִׁ֝
֑ ניִ תַּרְהִבֵנ֖יִ בְנפְַשִׁי֣ עֹזֽ׃    4בּיফְ֣ם קָרָ֭אֽתיִ וַתַּֽעֲנֵ

מעְוּ֗ אִמְרֵי־  יফד֣וּۨ יהְ֭והָ כָּל־מַלכְֵי־אָרֶ֑ץ כִּי֥ שָׁ֝
ויְ֭שָׁיִרוּ בְּדַרְכֵי֣ יהְוהָ֑ כִּי֥ גדফָ֗֝ל כְּבফ֣ד  5 פִיֽۨ׃

כִּי־רָם֣ יהְ֭והָ ושְׁפָָל֣ ירְִאֶה֑ וגְ֝בָֹ֗הַּ   6יהְוָהֽ׃ 
אִם־אֵלֵ֤ۧ ׀ בְּקֶ֥רֶב צרָָה֗   7מִמֶּרְחָק֥ ייְדֵָעֽ׃ 

֥ ניִ עַל֤ אַף֣ איֹ֭בְיַ תִּשׁלְַח֣ ידֶָ֑ۨ ותফְ֖שׁיִעֵנ֣יִ  ֵ תּחְיַּ֫
 ֽ ֮ יגִמְֹ֪ר בּעֲַ֫דִ֥י יהְ֭והָ חַסְדְּ֣ۨ  8ۨ׃ ימְיִנֶ יהְוהָ

  לעফְלָם֑ מַעֲשֵׂי֖ ידֶָי֣ۨ אַל־תֶּרֶֽף׃ 
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8   The LORD will aaccomplish what 
concerns me;  
 Your blovingkindness, O LORD, is 
everlasting;  
 cDo not forsake the dworks of Your 
hands. 
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Targum 

Psa. 138:1 Composed by David. I will give thanks in your presence, O LORD, with all 
my heart; before the judges I will sing to you. 2 I will bow down before your temple, 
and I will confess your name, because of your goodness and because of your truth; for 
you have magnified over every name of yours the utterance of your praise. 3 In the day 
that I call, answer me; you have magnified strength in my soul. 4 All the kings of the 
earth will give thanks in your presence, O LORD, for they have heard the utterance of 
your praise. 5 And they will sing praise on the pathways of the LORD, for great is the 
glory of the LORD. 6 For exalted is the LORD, but he will look on the humble for 
good; but he will humble the proud from heaven afar. 7 If I walk in the midst of trouble, 
you will keep me alive; you will stretch forth your hand against the nostrils of my 
enemies to destroy them, and your right hand will redeem me. 8 The LORD will pay 
them back evil on my account; O LORD, your goodness is forever, you will not forsake 
the works of your hands.   
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Spiritual Awareness 

 

Introduction 

This Psalm captures the triumphant spirits that will pervade the nation when the 

Messianic age comes. The enemies of Israel will be removed by the LORD. 

 

Notes on this Psalm 

Imagine a world where every person lives by the Laws of the LORD. Peace and 

tranquility would be the mainstay of the people. That day will come when the Messiah 

comes, and the Messianic age begins. The author calls upon the Sefirah Chesed to 

send the LORD’s lovingkindness to start the Messianic age. 
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