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KB Special (historical) Collections

Medieval manuscripts

Maps & atlasses
Alba amicorum

Historical picture books



Typical presentation on KB website 

2) Image viewer

3) Contextual article

1) Catalog record

Metadata

Images

Stories

https://galerij.kb.nl/kb.html#/nl/ortelius/page/59/zoom/2/lat/-72.28906720017673/lng/-30.585937499999996
https://www.kb.nl/ortelius
https://opc-kb.oclc.org/DB=1/XMLPRS=Y/PPN?PPN=369376781




Opening our (unlinked, closed, institutional) collections



Opening our (unlinked, closed, institutional) collections



Opening our (unlinked, closed, institutional) collections







Many LEGO® bricks we need 
are readily available in 

+ +

Open metadata Open images Open stories



Why is Wikidata (& Wikimedia) 
part of our strategy? 



Why is Wikdata (& Wikimedia) 
part of our strategy? 

• No burden for our IT dept
• No software licensing / management costs
• Unlimited (hosting, traffic)



• For humans: GUI
• For machines: REST APIs, SPARQL, datadumps
• For tools: OpenRefine (et al.)



• Vivid community  participative, international, supportive, 
real people can help you

• Online & IRL events (workshops, hackathons, conferences)
• Plenty documentation & code examples (eg. SPARQL)





https://hay.toolforge.org/propbrowse

https://hay.toolforge.org/propbrowse


50 cool new things you can now 
do with KB’s collection highlights 

- Part 1, Introduction

https://kbnlwikimedia.github.io/KBCollectionHighlights/stories/Cool%20new%20things%20you%20can%20now%20do%20with%20the%2
0KB's%20collection%20highlights/Part%201%2C%20Introduction.html

https://kbnlwikimedia.github.io/KBCollectionHighlights/stories/Cool%20new%20things%20you%20can%20now%20do%20with%20the%20KB's%20collection%20highlights/Part%201%2C%20Introduction.html


Craig Oppenheimer, Judges Score, https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364 - CC-BY-ND https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Criteria
Which of our Special Collections are most suitable for Wikidata?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


Craig Oppenheimer, Judges Score, https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364 - CC-BY-ND https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Which of our Special Collections 
are most suitable for Wikidata?

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q67465742

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q67465742


Craig Oppenheimer, Judges Score, https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364 - CC-BY-ND https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Which of our Special Collections 
are most suitable for Wikidata?

• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Collection_highlights_National_Library_of_the_Netherlands/Listeria
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Alba_amicorum_National_Library_of_the_Netherlands/Lists

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Collection_highlights_National_Library_of_the_Netherlands/Listeria
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Alba_amicorum_National_Library_of_the_Netherlands/Lists


Craig Oppenheimer, Judges Score, https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364 - CC-BY-ND https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Which of our Special Collections 
are most suitable for Wikidata?

• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Alba_amicorum_National_Library_of_the_Netherlands/Jacob_Heyblocq/Contributors/Overviews
• https://w.wiki/F5B - https://tinyurl.com/y2y7pfbj

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Alba_amicorum_National_Library_of_the_Netherlands/Jacob_Heyblocq/Contributors/Overviews
https://w.wiki/F5B
https://tinyurl.com/y2y7pfbj


Craig Oppenheimer, Judges Score, https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364 - CC-BY-ND https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Which of our Special Collections 
are most suitable for Wikidata?

• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Maps_and_atlases_from_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek
• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Atlas_de_Wit_1698-pl017-Leiden-St_Pancraskerk.jpg
• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data + https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Depicts

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Maps_and_atlases_from_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Atlas_de_Wit_1698-pl017-Leiden-St_Pancraskerk.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Depicts


Craig Oppenheimer, Judges Score, https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364 - CC-BY-ND https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/

Which of our Special Collections 
are most suitable for Wikidata?

Ephemera photo from https://www.mixedmediaart.net/mixed-media-materials/vintage-ephemera

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinmints137/276456364
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.mixedmediaart.net/mixed-media-materials/vintage-ephemera


https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:GLAM/Koninklijke_Bibliotheek_Nederland

Wikidata @ KB 
Projects, activities, 

ideas, experiments & opportunities 
(working environment!)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:GLAM/Koninklijke_Bibliotheek_Nederland


50 cool new things you can now do 
with KB’s collection highlights

Link to articles on Github

https://kbnlwikimedia.github.io/KBCollectionHighlights/stories/Cool%20new%20things%20you%20can%20now%20do%20with%20the%20KB's%20collection%20highlights/
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Questions…
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