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Is social media 
ļɪŧŘǵƎưƁхǵƉŧхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşх
trustworthiness of 
misinformation?
Evidence from experimental comparisons

Abstract

Social media plays a major 
role in the dissemination of 
misinformation. Although 
social networking sites 
Љ­t­ЊхƥļǠƁŧƥțхşƎɪŧǠхƎưхǵƉŧƎǠх
functionality and appearances, 
and therefore their ability 
to serve as misinformation 
vector, researchers have rarely 
systematically compared 
şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх­t­хǵƺхƎưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵŧх
ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮЗǨǝŧŘƎɭŘхŧɪŧŘǵǨх
beyond Facebook and Twitter.

х ºƉƎǨх Ǩǵǽşțх ǵǠƎŧǨх ǵƺх ļşşǠŧǨǨх ǵƉƎǨх ƥļŘƢх ƺƀх
şƎȔŧǠǨƎǵțх ŘƺưŘŧǠưƎưƁх ­t­х Ǝưх ǵƉŧх ƥƎǵŧǠļǵǽǠŧх
ŗțх ŧȚǝŧǠƎƮŧưǵļƥƥțх ŘƺƮǝļǠƎưƁх ­t­ЗǨǝŧŘƎƀЗ
ƎŘхŧɪŧŘǵǨхļŘǠƺǨǨхǨŧȔŧưхşƎɪŧǠŧưǵхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨх
Љ$ƎǨŘƺǠşϮх FļŘŧŗƺƺƢϮх TưǨǵļƁǠļƮϮх hƎưƢŧşTưϮх
ºŧƥŧƁǠļƮϮх ºȕƎǵǵŧǠϮх ÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝЊх ļưşх ǵƉŧх �ǨЗ
ǨƺŘƎļǵŧşх¢ǠŧǨǨхЉ�¢ЊхȕŧŗǨƎǵŧхļǨхŘƺưǵǠƺƥхŘƺưЗ
şƎǵƎƺưϭхºƉŧхƀƺŘǽǨхƎǨхƺưхǵƉŧхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхǵǠǽǨǵЗ
ȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ƺƀх ƮļưƎǝǽƥļǵŧşх ưŧȕǨϮх ļǨх ȕŧƥƥх
ļǨхƺưхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨЩхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхǨƉļǠŧϮхƎưЗ
ǵŧǠļŘǵх ļưşх şƎǨǵǠƎŗǽǵŧх ǵƉƎǨх ưŧȕǨх ǵƺх ƀǠƎŧưşǨх
ƺǠх ƀļƮƎƥțϭхÙƉƎƥŧх ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨЩх ǨǝŧŘƎɭŘх ŧɪŧŘǵǨх
şƺхưƺǵхȔļǠțхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵƥțхƎưхǵƉƎǨхŧȚǝŧǠƎƮŧưǵϮх
ƀǽǠǵƉŧǠхļưļƥțǨƎǨх ǨƉƺȕǨхǵƉļǵхǝǠƎƺǠхŧȚǝƺǨǽǠŧх
ǵƺхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхļɪŧŘǵǨхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ƟǽşƁŧЗ
ƮŧưǵǨхļŘǠƺǨǨхļƥƥхƺƀхǵƉŧƮхļưşхŘƺǽƥşхǵƉŧǠŧŗțх
ƎưƀƺǠƮхļưхŧȔƎşŧưŘŧЗŗļǨŧşхǨǵǠļǵŧƁțхļƁļƎưǨǵх
­t­ЗǝƺȕŧǠŧşхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭ
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1. Introduction
Misinformation has emerged 

as a major challenge for 
societies around the globe 
– from false or misleading 

information surrounding 
elections and referenda 

(Lazer et al., 2018), to 
potentially harmful health

 claims (Swire-Thompson & 
Lazer, 2020), and falsehoods 

ǽưşŧǠƮƎưƎưƁхǨŘƎŧưǵƎɭŘх
ɭưşƎưƁǨхЉhŧȕļưşƺȕǨƢțх

et al., 2013, 2015).

ºƉŧхǝǠƺƥƎƀŧǠļǵƎƺưхƺƀхǵƉŧǨŧхŘƥļƎƮǨхЙхƎưхƮļưțх
ŘļǨŧǨхƎưŘƺǠǝƺǠļǵŧşхƎưǵƺхļхǨǝŧŘƎɭŘхŘƺưǨǝƎǠЗ
ļǵƺǠƎļƥхŗŧƥƎŧƀхǨțǨǵŧƮЙхƮļțхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхƎưƀƺǠƮх
şŧŘƎǨƎƺưЗƮļƢƎưƁхƺưхļưхƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥхƥŧȔŧƥϭ

ºƉŧǨŧх ŘƥļƎƮǨх ļǠŧх ƀǠŧǟǽŧưǵƥțх ǨǝǠŧļşх ǽǨЗ
ƎưƁх­ƺŘƎļƥхtŧǵȕƺǠƢх­ƎǵŧǨхЉ­t­ЊϮхǽưşŧǠǨǵƺƺşх
ƎưхǵƉŧхǨŧưǨŧхƺƀх�ƺțşхļưşх.ƥƥƎǨƺưхЉʹͲͲ͹ЊхļǨх
ЦȕŧŗЗŗļǨŧşхǨŧǠȔƎŘŧǨхǵƉļǵхļƥƥƺȕх ƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥǨх
ǵƺхЉͳЊхŘƺưǨǵǠǽŘǵхļхǝǽŗƥƎŘхƺǠхǨŧƮƎЗǝǽŗƥƎŘхǝǠƺЗ
ɭƥŧхȕƎǵƉƎưхļхŗƺǽưşŧşхǨțǨǵŧƮϮхЉʹЊхļǠǵƎŘǽƥļǵŧх
ļхƥƎǨǵхƺƀхƺǵƉŧǠхǽǨŧǠǨхȕƎǵƉхȕƉƺƮхǵƉŧțхǨƉļǠŧхļх
ŘƺưưŧŘǵƎƺưϮхļưşхЉ͵ЊхȔƎŧȕхļưşхǵǠļȔŧǠǨŧхǵƉŧƎǠх
ƥƎǨǵхƺƀхŘƺưưŧŘǵƎƺưǨхļưşхǵƉƺǨŧхƮļşŧхŗțхƺǵƉЗ
ŧǠǨхȕƎǵƉƎưхǵƉŧхǨțǨǵŧƮЧхЉǝϭхʹͳͳЊϭх�ƥǵƉƺǽƁƉх­t­х
ƎưƎǵƎļƥƥțхǨǵļǠǵŧşхļǨхļхǨǵǠļƎƁƉǵƀƺǠȕļǠşхƮŧļưǨх
ƺƀхǨǵļțƎưƁхƎưхǵƺǽŘƉхȕƎǵƉхƀǠƎŧưşǨϮхǵƉŧƎǠхļǝǝǠƺЗ
ǝǠƎļǵƎƺưхļǨхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхŘƺƮƮǽưƎŘļǵƎƺưхǵƺƺƥхưƺȕх
ƁļǠưŧǠǨх ǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵх ļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưх ƀǠƺƮхǨŘƉƺƥļǠǨх
ļưşхǵƉŧхǝǽŗƥƎŘϭх­t­хşƎɪŧǠхƎưхǵƉŧƎǠхƀǽưŘǵƎƺưЗ
ļƥƎǵțϮхǽǨŧǠхŗļǨŧϮхļưşхǵƉŧƎǠхƎưǵŧưşŧşхǽǨŧϭх

ºƉŧțхļƥǨƺхşƎɪŧǠхƎưхǵƉŧƎǠхǝļǨǵхƎưȔƺƥȔŧƮŧưǵх
ƎưхǨǝǠŧļşƎưƁхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭхÙƎǵƉхƎǵǨхǨƎƁưƎƀЗ
ƎŘļưǵхǠƺƥŧхļǨхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхǨƺǽǠŘŧхşǽǠƎưƁх
ǵƉŧхʹͲͳ͸хÁ­хǝǠŧǨƎşŧưǵƎļƥхŧƥŧŘǵƎƺưǨхЉGǽŧǨǨхŧǵх
ļƥϭϮхʹͲʹͲЊϮхFļŘŧŗƺƺƢхŗŧŘļƮŧхƢưƺȕưхƀƺǠх ƎǵǨх
ƀļƎƥǽǠŧх ǵƺх ǝǠƺļŘǵƎȔŧƥțх ļşşǠŧǨǨхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļЗ
ǵƎƺưхȕƎǵƉƎưхƎǵǨхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮϭ

ÙƎǵƉхǵƉŧхŧƮŧǠƁŧưŘŧхƺƀхǵƉŧх��ØT$ЗͳͻхǝļưЗ
şŧƮƎŘϮхFļŘŧŗƺƺƢхƉļǨхļƁļƎưхǨƉƺȕưхƎǵǨŧƥƀхǵƺх
ŗŧхļхǝƺǵŧưǵхǵƺƺƥхƀƺǠхǨǝǠŧļşƎưƁхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļЗ
ǵƎƺưϭх FļƥǨŧх ƺǠхƮƎǨƥŧļşƎưƁх ŘƥļƎƮǨх ļǠŧхȕƎşŧЗ
ƥțх ǨƉļǠŧşх Ǝưх ƎưȔƎǵŧЗƺưƥțх FļŘŧŗƺƺƢх ƁǠƺǽǝǨϮх
ŧưŘƺƮǝļǨǨƎưƁх ƎǨǨǽŧǨх ǨǽŘƉх ļǨх ŘƥļƎƮǨх ƺưх
ǵƉŧх ƮƎǨƮļưļƁŧƮŧưǵх ƺƀх ǝǽŗƥƎŘх ļǽǵƉƺǠƎЗ
ǵƎŧǨхƎưхǠŧǨǝƺưşƎưƁхǵƺхǵƉŧхǝļưşŧƮƎŘϰхǨǵƺǠƎŧǨх
ȕƉƎŘƉхŘƉļǠļŘǵŧǠƎȥŧхǠŧƀǽƁŧŧǨхļǨхШǝļǵƎŧưǵхȥŧЗ
ǠƺǨЩхŗǠƎưƁƎưƁхǵƉŧхȔƎǠǽǨхǵƺх.ǽǠƺǝŧϰхƺǠхͷGхưŧǵЗ
ȕƺǠƢǨхļǨхŗŧƎưƁхǵǠǽŧхŘļǽǨŧхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨțƮǝǵƺƮǨх
ŘļǽǨŧşхŗțх��ØT$ЗͳͻхЉ­ŘƺǵǵϮхʹͲʹͲЊϭхх

FļŘŧŗƺƺƢх ƎǨх ƉļǠşƥțх ǵƉŧх ƺưƥțх ­t­х ǨǵǠǽƁЗ
ƁƥƎưƁхǵƺхŘƺưǵǠƺƥхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭх�țхǵƉŧхŧưşх
ƺƀх rļǠŘƉх ʹͲʹͲϮх ºȕƎǵǵŧǠх ŗŧŘļƮŧх ǵƉŧх ǝƥļǵЗ
ƀƺǠƮхȕƎǵƉхǵƉŧхƉƎƁƉŧǨǵхưǽƮŗŧǠхƺƀхƀļƥǨŧхǨƺЗ
ŘƎļƥхǝƺǨǵǨхļŘŘƺǠşƎưƁхǵƺхļхǨǵǽşțхŘƺưşǽŘǵŧşх
ŗțх �ǠŧưưŧưϮх ­ƎƮƺưϮх OƺȕļǠşϮх ļưşх tƎŧƥǨŧưх
ЉʹͲʹͲЊϭхͷͻҊхƺƀхǵƉŧǨŧхǝƺǨǵǨхƎưȔƺƥȔŧхƎưƀƺǠƮļЗ
ǵƎƺưхǵƉļǵхƎǨхЦǨǝǽưϮхǵȕƎǨǵŧşϮхǠŧŘƺưǵŧȚǵǽļƥƎǨŧşϮх
ƺǠх ǠŧȕƺǠƢŧşЧх Љǝϭх ͳЊϮх ȕƉŧǠŧļǨх ļưƺǵƉŧǠх ͵ͺҊх
ȕŧǠŧхƀƺǽưşхǵƺхŗŧхŧưǵƎǠŧƥțхƀļŗǠƎŘļǵŧşϭхTưхŧȚЗ
ļƮƎưƎưƁхŘƺưǵŧưǵхǨƉļǠŧşхȔƎļхÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝϮхGļǠƎЗ
Ʈŧƥƥļхļưşх.ŘƢƥŧǨхЉʹͲʹͲЊхƎưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵŧşхƎƮļƁЗ
ŧǨхşƎǨǵǠƎŗǽǵŧşхƺưхǝǽŗƥƎŘхÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝхƁǠƺǽǝǨх
ƎưхTưşƎļϭхºƉŧțхƀƺǽưşхǵƉļǵхͳ͵ҊхƺƀхǵƉŧǨŧхƎƮļƁЗ
ŧǨхŘļưхŗŧхŘƺưǨƎşŧǠŧşхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϮхȕƎǵƉх
ƎƮļƁŧǨх ǵļƢŧưх ƺǽǵх ƺƀх ŘƺưǵŧȚǵϮхƮļưƎǝǽƥļǵŧşх
ЉŧϭƁϭϮхȕƎǵƉх¢ƉƺǵƺǨƉƺǝЊϮхƺǠхŗŧƎưƁхǽǨŧşхļǨхƮƎǨЗ
ƥŧļşƎưƁх ƮŧƮŧǨх ЉƎƮļƁŧǨх ȕƎǵƉх ļşşŧşх ǵŧȚǵЊх
ǵƉļǵхƮļțхļƥǵŧǠхǵƉŧхƎưǵŧưşŧşхƮŧļưƎưƁхƺƀхǵƉŧх
ƺǠƎƁƎưļƥхƎƮļƁŧϭх

ÙƎǵƉхǵƉŧхǠƎǨƎưƁхǝƺǝǽƥļǠƎǵțхļưşхļưхŧȔŧǠЗƎưЗ
ŘǠŧļǨƎưƁх ưǽƮŗŧǠх ƺƀх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ­t­Ϯх ƮƎǨƎưЗ
ƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхļƁŧưǵǨхƉļȔŧхļхƁǠƺȕƎưƁхļǠǨŧưļƥхļǵх
ǵƉŧƎǠхşƎǨǝƺǨļƥхǵƺхǨțǨǵŧƮļǵƎŘļƥƥțхǨǝǠŧļşхƮƎǨЗ
ƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭхÙƉŧưх­t­хǨǵǠǽƁƁƥŧхǵƺхŘƺưǵļƎưх
ƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϮх ǵƉŧƎǠх ƥļǨǵх ɭǠŧȕļƥƥх ƎǨх ǵƉŧưх
ǵƉŧх ǠŧŘƎǝƎŧưǵǨх ƺƀх ǵƉŧхƮƎǨƥŧļşƎưƁх ŘƺưǵŧưǵǨϮх
ȕƉƺх Řļưх ļȔƺƎşх ŗŧƎưƁх ƉƺƺşȕƎưƢŧşх ŗțх ǵƉŧх
ƀļƥǨŧƉƺƺşǨх ǵƉŧțх ŧưŘƺǽưǵŧǠϭх ºƉļǵх ɭǠŧȕļƥƥϮх
ƉƺȕŧȔŧǠϮх ƎǨх Ɖƺƥŧțх ļǵх ŗŧǨǵϮх ļǨх ƉǽƮļưǨх Řļưх
ƀļƥƥхȔƎŘǵƎƮхǵƺхşƎɪŧǠŧưǵхŘƺƁưƎǵƎȔŧхŗƎļǨŧǨхļưşх
ŘƺưǨǵǠļƎưǵǨхǵƉļǵхƮļƢŧхǵƉŧƮхǨǽǨŘŧǝǵƎŗƥŧхǵƺх
ƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭ
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¢ŧƺǝƥŧх ļǨх ƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥǨх ļǠŧх ƮƺǠŧх ƥƎƢŧƥțх ǵƺх
ŗŧƥƎŧȔŧх ƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх ǵƉļǵх ƎǨх ŘƺưƁǠǽŧưǵхȕƎǵƉх
ǵƉŧƎǠх ƺȕưх ǝǠŧЗŧȚƎǨǵƎưƁх ļǵǵƎǵǽşŧǨх ЉºļŗŧǠх Ҹх
hƺşƁŧϮхʹͲͲ͸ϰхºļŗŧǠхҸхßƺǽưƁϮхʹͲͳ͵ЊхļưşхȕƎƥƥх
ƀǠŧǟǽŧưǵƥțх ƀļƎƥх ǵƺх ǵƉƎưƢх ļưļƥțǵƎŘļƥƥțϭх ºƉƎǨх
ǵƉŧǠŧŗțх ƎưŘǠŧļǨŧǨх ƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥх ǨǽǨŘŧǝǵƎŗƎƥƎǵțх
ǵƺхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхЉ¢ŧưưțŘƺƺƢхҸх¥ļưşϮхʹͲͳͻЊх
ļưşхǝŧƺǝƥŧхȕƎƥƥхŧȚǝŧǠƎŧưŘŧхşƎɫŘǽƥǵƎŧǨхƎưхşƎЗ
ǠŧŘǵƎưƁхǵƉŧƎǠхļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưхǵƺхǠŧƥŧȔļưǵхļǨǝŧŘǵǨхƺƀх
ƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨхǨƺǽǠŘŧхļưşхǝƥļǽǨƎŗƎƥƎǵțϭх

­ƺƮŧх ļǽǵƉƺǠǨх ļƥǨƺх ŧȔļƥǽļǵŧх ǝŧǠǨƺưļƥƎǵțх
ǵǠļƎǵǨх ļưşх ǝǨțŘƉƺƥƺƁƎŘļƥх şƎǨǝƺǨƎǵƎƺưǨх ǵƉļǵх
ƮļƢŧхǝŧƺǝƥŧхƮƺǠŧхǨǽǨŘŧǝǵƎŗƥŧхǵƺхļşƺǝǵƎưƁх
ŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘțхŗŧƥƎŧƀǨхЙхƎǠǠŧǨǝŧŘǵƎȔŧхƺƀхȕƉŧǵƉЗ
ŧǠхǵƉŧǨŧхŗŧƥƎŧƀǨхļǠŧхǠŧƥļǵŧşхƺǠхưƺǵϭхºǠǽǨǵхƎưх
ƺǵƉŧǠǨхļưşхļхŗŧƥƎŧƀх ƎưхļưхŧȚǵŧǠưļƥх ƥƺŘǽǨхƺƀх
ŘƺưǵǠƺƥхЉǵƉļǵхƮļưțхŧȔŧưǵǨхļǠŧхŗŧțƺưşхƎưşƎЗ
ȔƎşǽļƥхŘƺưǵǠƺƥЊхļǠŧхŗƺǵƉхưŧƁļǵƎȔŧƥțхļǨǨƺŘƎļǵЗ
ŧşхȕƎǵƉхŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘțхŗŧƥƎŧƀǨхЉ�ŗļƥļƢƎưļЗ¢ļļǝх
ŧǵхļƥϭϮхͳͻͻͻЊϭхTƮƉƺɪхļưşх�ǠǽşŧǠхЉʹͲͳͶЊхǝƺǨЗ
ǵǽƥļǵŧхļхŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘțхƮŧưǵļƥƎǵțϮх ƥŧļşƎưƁхǝŧƺЗ
ǝƥŧх ǵƺх ŗŧх ƮƺǠŧх ǨŘŧǝǵƎŘļƥх ļŗƺǽǵх ǵƉƺǨŧх Ǝưх
ǝƺȕŧǠϮх ļх ǵŧưşŧưŘțх ǵƺх ŗƥļƮŧх ǵƉŧǨŧх ƁǠƺǽǝǨх
ƀƺǠхưŧƁļǵƎȔŧхŧȔŧưǵǨϮхļưşхļưх ƎưŘǠŧļǨŧşхƥƎƢŧЗ
ƥƎƉƺƺşх ǵƺх ŧưƁļƁŧх Ǝưх ŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠх ǵƉļǵх ƎǨх ƎưЗ
ǵŧưşŧşх ǵƺх ŘƉļƥƥŧưƁŧх ǵƉŧх ǨǵļǵǽǨх ǟǽƺϭх �ƺưЗ
ǨǝƎǠļŘțхŗŧƥƎŧƀǨхļǠŧхļƥǨƺхǠļǠŧƥțхƉŧƥşхǨƎưƁǽƥļǠƥțх
ЙхŗŧƥƎŧƀхƎưхƺưŧхŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘțхƎǨхļǨǨƺŘƎļǵŧşхȕƎǵƉх
ļşƺǝǵƎƺưхƺƀхƀǽǠǵƉŧǠхŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘƎŧǨхЉ­ȕļƮƎхŧǵх
ļƥϭϮх ʹͲͳͲЊϭх FǽǠǵƉŧǠƮƺǠŧϮх rŧțŧǠх ŧǵх ļƥϭх ЉʹͲʹͳЊх
ǝǠƺȔƎşŧǨх ŧȔƎşŧưŘŧх ǵƉļǵх ǵǠļƎǵǨх ȕƉƎŘƉх ƎưǵŧǠЗ
ƀŧǠŧхȕƎǵƉхǵƉŧхļŘǟǽƎǨƎǵƎƺưϮхƮļƎưǵŧưļưŘŧϮхļưşх
ǵǠļưǨƮƎǨǨƎƺưх ƺƀх ƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧϮх ƎϭŧϭϮх ǝǠŧƟǽşƎŘŧх
ļưşхŘƥƺǨŧЗƮƎưşŧşưŧǨǨϮх ƎưŘǠŧļǨŧǨхǵƉŧхǨǽǨЗ
ŘŧǝǵƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ǵƺх ƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭх ºƉŧǨŧх ǵǠļƎǵǨϮх
Řļƥƥŧşх ШŧǝƎǨǵŧƮƎŘх ȔƎŘŧǨЩϮх ļǠŧх ƀƺǽưşх ǵƺх ƉļȔŧх
ļхǨǵǠƺưƁŧǠхļǨǨƺŘƎļǵƎƺưхȕƎǵƉхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх
ǨǽǨŘŧǝǵƎŗƎƥƎǵțхǵƉļưхЦǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƎşŧưǵƎǵțϮхŧşǽŘļЗ
ǵƎƺưļƥх ļǵǵļƎưƮŧưǵϮх ǨŘƺǠŧǨх ƺưх ǵƉŧх �ƺƁưƎǵƎȔŧх
¥ŧɮŧŘǵƎƺưхºŧǨǵϮхǝŧǠǨƺưļƥƎǵțϮхşƺƁƮļǵƎǨƮϮхļưşх
ưŧŧşхƀƺǠхŘƥƺǨǽǠŧЧхЉǝϭхͳЊϭ

.ȔŧưхļƀǵŧǠхŧȚǝƺǨǽǠŧхǵƺхƮƎǨƥŧļşƎưƁхŘƥļƎƮǨх
ƎǵхƮļțхǝǠƺȔŧхşƎɫŘǽƥǵхǵƺхŘƺǠǠŧŘǵхƺǠхşŧŗǽưƢх
ǵƉŧǨŧϮх ļǨх ǝŧƺǝƥŧх ǵŧưşх ǵƺх ưƺǵх ļşƟǽǨǵх ǵƉŧƎǠх
ƮŧƮƺǠțх ļưşх ƎưŘƥǽşŧх ưŧȕх ƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх Ǝưх
ǵƉŧƎǠх ŘƺưǨƎşŧǠļǵƎƺưǨх ЉdƺƉưǨƺưх Ҹх ­ŧƎƀŧǠǵϮх
ͳͻͻͶϰхhŧȕļưşƺȕǨƢțхŧǵхļƥϭϮхʹͲͳʹЊϭ

rƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх ǨƉƺǽƥşх ŗŧх ļşşǠŧǨǨŧşх
ǨǵǠǽŘǵǽǠļƥƥțх ļǵх ǵƉŧх ­t­ЗƥŧȔŧƥх ŗŧƀƺǠŧх ǽǨŧǠǨх
ļǠŧх ŧȚǝƺǨŧşх ǵƺх Ǝǵϭх ºǠțƎưƁх ǵƺх ǽưşŧǠǨǵļưşх Ǝƀх
ļưşх Ɖƺȕх ŘƺưǵŧȚǵǽļƥх ŧƥŧƮŧưǵǨх ƺƀх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх
­t­х ļɪŧŘǵх ǵƉŧƎǠх ļŗƎƥƎǵțх ǵƺх ǨŧǠȔŧх ļǨхƮƎǨƎưЗ
ƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхȔŧŘǵƺǠǨхƎǨхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхļхȕƺǠǵƉȕƉƎƥŧх
ŗǽƎƥşƎưƁх ŗƥƺŘƢх Ǝưх ŘǽǠǠŧưǵх ŧɪƺǠǵǨх ǵƺх şŧȔŧƥЗ
ƺǝх ŧȔƎşŧưŘŧЗŗļǨŧşх ǝƺƥƎŘțх ǠŧǨǝƺưǨŧǨϭх .ǨЗ
ǝŧŘƎļƥƥțх ļǨх ǵƉŧǠŧх ļǝǝŧļǠǨх ǵƺх ŗŧх ļх ƥļŘƢх ƺƀх
ŘƺȔŧǠļƁŧхȕƉŧưх Ǝǵх ŘƺƮŧǨх ǵƺх ŘƺƮǝļǠļǵƎȔŧх Ϻх
ŘƺƮǝǠŧƉŧưǨƎȔŧх ­t­х ǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉϯх ƮƺǠŧх ǵƉļưх
ǵȕƺЗǵƉƎǠşǨхƺƀхǨǵǽşƎŧǨхƺưх­t­хļşşǠŧǨǨхƺưƥțх
ļхǨƎưƁƥŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮϮхȕƎǵƉхFļŘŧŗƺƺƢхŗŧƎưƁхǵƉļǵх
ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮх Ǝưх ǠƺǽƁƉƥțхͺͲҊхƺƀхŘļǨŧǨх Љ¥ļƎưǨхҸх
�ǠǽưưŧǠϮхʹͲͳͷЊϭ
ºƉƎǨхǝļǝŧǠхŘƺưǵǠƎŗǽǵŧǨхǵƺхǵƉƎǨхƥƎǵŧǠļǵǽǠŧхŗțх

ļǨƢƎưƁϯх

$ƺх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ­t­х ŘƉļưưŧƥǨх
ȔļǠțх Ǝưх ƎưɮǽŧưŘŧх ƺȔŧǠх ǵƉŧх
perceived trustworthiness of 
news and the respondents’ in-
teractions with news (such as 
sharing, interacting, forward-
ing, etc.)?

Tх ƉțǝƺǵƉŧǨƎȥŧх ǵƉļǵх ǵƉŧхƮƺǠŧх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțх
ļх­t­х ƎǨхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşх ǵƺхŗŧϮх ǵƉŧхƮƺǠŧх ǵǠǽǨǵЗ
ȕƺǠǵƉțхƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮǨхǵƉļǵхļǠŧхǝƺǨǵЗ
ŧşх ǵƺх ǵƉŧх ­t­х ļǠŧх şŧŧƮŧşх ǵƺх ŗŧх ЉǵƉļǵх ƎǨϮх
ǵƉļǵхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхļưşхǝƺǨǵхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхļǠŧх
ǝƺǨƎǵƎȔŧƥțхƥƎưŧļǠƥțхŘƺǠŧƥļǵŧşЊϭхGƎȔŧưхǵƉŧхǠŧǝЗ
ǽǵļǵƎƺưļƥх ǨŘļưşļƥǨх ļɪŧŘǵƎưƁх ǨŧȔŧǠļƥх Ɓƥƺŗļƥх
­t­хЉŧϭƁϭϮх�ļƮŗǠƎşƁŧх�ưļƥțǵƎŘļхƎưхǠŧƥļǵƎƺưхǵƺх
FļŘŧŗƺƺƢЊϮхTхŧưȔƎǨļƁŧхǵƉļǵхǵƉƺǨŧх­t­хȕƉƺǨŧх
ǠŧǝǽǵļǵƎƺưǨх ļǠŧх ǨǽŗƟŧŘǵх ǵƺх ǝǽŗƥƎŘх ǨŘǠǽǵƎưțх
ŧȚǝŧǠƎŧưŘŧх ļх şŧŘƥƎưŧх Ǝưх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ƺƀх
ưŧȕǨх ƎǵŧƮǨϭх�şşƎǵƎƺưļƥƥțϮх TхŧȚǝŧŘǵхǵƉļǵхǝƺЗ
ƥƎǵƎŘļƥх ƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧх ļưşх ǵǠǽǨǵх Ǝưх ǵǠļşƎǵƎƺưļƥх
ƮŧşƎļхƉļȔŧхļхǨǵǠƺưƁхƎưɮǽŧưŘŧхƺưхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠЗ
ǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ǝŧǠŘŧǝǵƎƺưǨϭх fưƺȕƥŧşƁŧх ƉļǨх ŗŧŧưх
ƎşŧưǵƎɭŧşхļǨхļưх ƎƮǝƺǠǵļưǵхƀļŘǵƺǠхƀƺǠхǵǠǽǨǵЗ
ȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ƟǽşƁƮŧưǵǨх Ǝưх ǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļх ŧưЗ
ȔƎǠƺưƮŧưǵǨхЉ­ǵŧǠǠŧǵǵхŧǵхļƥϭϮхʹͲͳͻЊϮхȕƉƎƥŧхǵƉŧх
şŧƁǠŧŧх ƺƀх ǵǠǽǨǵх Ǝưх ǵǠļşƎǵƎƺưļƥхƮŧşƎļх ƟƺƎưǵƥțх
ȕƎǵƉхǵƉŧхƀǠŧǟǽŧưŘțхƺƀхƮŧşƎļхǽǨŧхǨŧǠȔŧǨхļǨх
ǝǠƺȚțхƀƺǠх ƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥǨЩхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхŧưƁļƁŧх
ȕƎǵƉхƮŧşƎļϭ



ºƉƎǨхǝļǝŧǠхƎǨхǵƉŧưхƺǠƁļưƎȥŧşхļǨхƀƺƥƥƺȕǨϯхƎưхǵƉŧхɭǠǨǵхǨŧŘǵƎƺưхTхƺǽǵƥƎưŧхǵƉŧхǠƺƥŧхƺƀхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх
ŘǽŧǨхƀƺǠхƟǽşƁƎưƁх­t­хŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțϭхTưхǵƉŧхǨŧŘƺưşхǨŧŘǵƎƺưϮхTхƎưǵǠƺşǽŘŧхǵƉŧхƮŧǵƉƺşƺƥƺƁțхƺƀхǵƉŧх
ŧȚǝŧǠƎƮŧưǵļƥхǨǽǠȔŧțхļưşхǵƉŧхƮļƎưхȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨхƺƀхļưļƥțǨƎǨϭх­ǽŗǨŧǟǽŧưǵƥțϮхƎưхǵƉŧхǵƉƎǠşхǨŧŘǵƎƺưϮх
TхǝǠŧǨŧưǵхļưşхşƎǨŘǽǨǨхǵƉŧхƮļƎưхǠŧǨǽƥǵϮхŗŧƀƺǠŧхŘƺưŘƥǽşƎưƁхȕƎǵƉхǨƺƮŧхƺƀхǵƉŧхƎƮǝƥƎŘļǵƎƺưǨхƺƀх
ƮțхɭưşƎưƁǨϭ

2. Theory
Credibility cues can be 

understood as properties of 
the digital environment.

�ŧțƺưşхǵƉŧǨŧхǝǠƺǝŧǠǵƎŧǨϮхºǨŧưƁхļưşхFƺƁƁх
ЉͳͻͻͻЊх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵƎļǵŧх ƀƺǽǠх ǵțǝŧǨх ƺƀх ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎЗ
ǵțх ǵƉļǵх ƎưŘƥǽşŧх ļǨǝŧŘǵǨх ƺƀх şŧǨƎƁưх ļưşх ǨƺЗ
ŘƎļƥх ǠŧŘƺƮƮŧưşļǵƎƺưϯх ǝǠŧǨǽƮŧşϮх ǠŧǝǽǵŧşϮх
ǨǽǠƀļŘŧϮхļưşхŧȚǝŧǠƎŧưŘŧşхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțϭхGŧưŧǠЗ
ļƥхļǨǨǽƮǝǵƎƺưǨхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхƺǠƎƁƎưхƺƀхǵƉŧх ƎưЗ
ƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϮх ŧϭƁϭϮх ǵƉļǵх ǝƺƥƎǵƎŘƎļưǨх Řļưưƺǵх ŗŧх
ǵǠǽǨǵŧşх Ǝưх ƁŧưŧǠļƥϮх ƀļƥƥх ǽưşŧǠх ǵƉŧх ƥļŗŧƥх ƺƀх
ǝǠŧǨǽƮŧşх ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțϭх Tưх ŘƺưǵǠļǨǵϮх Ǡŧǝǽǵŧşх
ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхşƺŧǨхưƺǵхŘƺưŘŧǠưхƺȕưхļǨǨǽƮǝЗ
ǵƎƺưǨхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхǨƺǽǠŘŧϮхŗǽǵхЦȕƉļǵхǵƉƎǠşхǝļǠЗ
ǵƎŧǨхƉļȔŧхǠŧǝƺǠǵŧşЧх ЉǝϭхͶʹЊϭх�ŘļşŧƮƎŘхǵƎǵƥŧǨх
ƁǠļưǵŧşхŗțхǝǠŧǨǵƎƁƎƺǽǨхƎưǨǵƎǵǽǵƎƺưǨϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨх
şƺŘǵƺǠǨхƺǠхǝǠƺƀŧǨǨƺǠǨϮхǵŧưşхǵƺхƎưŘǠŧļǨŧхǵƉŧх
ƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхƺƀх ƎǵǨхŗŧļǠŧǠϭх�ǨхºǨŧưƁх
ļưşх FƺƁƁх ļǠƁǽŧϮх Ǡŧǝǽǵŧşх ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ƎǨх ŧǨЗ
ǝŧŘƎļƥƥțх ǝŧǠȔļǨƎȔŧх ƺưƥƎưŧх ļǨх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ­t­х
ļưşх ȕŧŗǨƎǵŧǨх ŘǠƺǨǨЗǠŧƀŧǠŧưŘŧх ŧļŘƉх ƺǵƉŧǠϮх
ȕƉƎŘƉх Řļưх ŗŧх ƎưǵŧǠǝǠŧǵŧşх ļǨх ļх ǵƉƎǠşЗǝļǠǵțх
ŧưşƺǠǨŧƮŧưǵϭх ­ǽǠƀļŘŧх ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ǠŧƀŧǠǨх ǵƺх
ǵƉŧхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхƺƀхļхǝŧǠǨƺưхƺǠхƺŗЗ
ƟŧŘǵхŗļǨŧşхƺưхƎưǨǝŧŘǵƎƺưϭх�ǨхºǨŧưƁхļưşхFƺƁƁх
şŧǨŘǠƎŗŧхƎǵхЦǝŧƺǝƥŧхļǠŧхƟǽşƁƎưƁхļхŗƺƺƢхŗțхƎǵǨх
ŘƺȔŧǠЧхЉǝϭхͶʹЊϭх.ȚǝŧǠƎŧưŘŧхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхƎǨхŗļǨŧşх
ƺưхǝļǨǵхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵƎƺưǨхȕƎǵƉхļхǝŧǠǨƺưхƺǠхƺŗƟŧŘǵх
ļưşхǵƉŧǠŧŗțхŧƮǝƎǠƎŘļƥƥțх ƎưƀƺǠƮŧşϭх Tǵх ƎǨх ǵƉŧх
ƮƺǨǵхŘƺƮǝƥŧȚхǵțǝŧхļƮƺưƁхǵƉŧхƀƺǽǠϮхļǨхƎǵхƎǨх
ŗǽƎƥǵхƺȔŧǠхǵƎƮŧхƎưхļưхƎǵŧǠļǵƎȔŧхǝǠƺŘŧǨǨϭх

$ƎɪŧǠƎưƁх ƎưȔŧǨǵƮŧưǵǨх ƺƀх ŘƺƁưƎǵƎȔŧх ǠŧЗ
ǨƺǽǠŘŧǨх ȕƉŧưх ŧưŘƺǽưǵŧǠƎưƁх ƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх
ƉļȔŧхŗŧŧưхşƎǨŘǽǨǨŧşхǽưşŧǠхǵƉŧхǽƮŗǠŧƥƥļхƺƀх
şǽļƥхǝǠƺŘŧǨǨƎưƁхƮƺşŧƥǨϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨхǵƉŧх.ƥļŗЗ
ƺǠļǵƎƺưх hƎƢŧƥƎƉƺƺşх rƺşŧƥϮх ǵƉŧх �ƺưǵǠƺƥƥŧşх
ȔŧǠǨǽǨх�ǽǵƺƮļǵƎŘх¢ǠƺŘŧǨǨƎưƁхrƺşŧƥǨх Љ­ƉƎƀЗ
ƀǠƎưхҸх­ŘƉưŧƎşŧǠϮхͳͻ͹͹ЊϮхOŧǽǠƎǨǵƎŘЗ­țǨǵŧƮļǵƎŘх
rƺşŧƥхЉ�ƉļƎƢŧưϮхͳͻͺͲЊхļưşхǵƉŧхºȕƺх­țǨǵŧƮǨх
ƮƺşŧƥхЉfļƉưŧƮļưưϮхʹͲͳͳЊϭ

х�ǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхŘļưхŗŧхǽưşŧǠǨǵƺƺşхļǨхŗŧƥƎŧȔЗ
ļŗƎƥƎǵțϮх ŗļǨŧşх ƺưх ǵƉŧх ǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠЗ
ǵƉƎưŧǨǨхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхŧȚǝŧǠǵƎǨŧхƺƀхļхǨƺǽǠŘŧхƺǠх
ƮŧǨǨļƁŧхЉFƥļưļƁƎưхŧǵхļƥϭϮхʹͲʹͲϰх¥ƎŧƉхҸх$ļưЗ
ƎŧƥǨƺưϮх ʹͲͲ͹Њϭх ­ƺǽǠŘŧх Řļưх ŗŧх ǽưşŧǠǨǵƺƺşх
ļŘŘƺǠşƎưƁхǵƺх­ǽưşļǠхļưşхtļǨǨхЉʹͲͲͳЊхļǨхŧȔЗ
ŧǠțǵƉƎưƁх Ǝưх ǵƉŧх ŘƉļƎưх ƺƀх ǨŧưşŧǠϺǝǠŧǨŧưǵŧǠϮх
ƮŧşƎǽƮϺŘƉļưưŧƥϮхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨх ǠŧŘŧƎȔŧǠϺļǽşƎЗ
ŧưŘŧхǨŧǠȔŧǨхļǨхļхǨƺǽǠŘŧхЙхļưşхŘļưхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧх
ŗțхļǨǨŧǨǨŧşхƎưхǵŧǠƮǨхƺƀхƎǵǨхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțϭ

rǽŘƉх ƺƀх ǵƉŧх ǨƺǽǠŘŧх ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ƥƎǵŧǠļǵǽǠŧх
ƥƺƺƢǨхļǵхȔƎǨƎŗƥŧхǨƺǽǠŘŧǨхŗŧŘļǽǨŧхǵƉŧхǝǨțŘƉƺЗ
ƥƺƁƎŘļƥхŧɪŧŘǵǨхƺƀхȕƉƺхǝǠŧǨŧưǵǨхǵƉŧхŘƺưǵŧưǵхƎǨх
ŘƺưǨƎşŧǠŧşхƮƺǠŧхǝƺȕŧǠƀǽƥхǵƉļưхǵƉļǵхƺƀхȕƉƺх
ǝǽŗƥƎǨƉŧǨхǵƉŧхŘƺưǵŧưǵϭх�ǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхŘƺưŘŧǝǵǨх
ǵƉļǵхƎưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵŧхǵƉŧхǝǠƺǝŧǠǵƎŧǨхƺƀх­t­ϮхȕƉƎŘƉх
ǨŧǠȔŧх ļǨх ļх ŘƉļưưŧƥх ǝǠŧǨŧưǵƎưƁх ǵƉŧх ưŧȕǨϮх
ǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхƺɪŧǠхļхǨǵļǠǵƎưƁхǝƺƎưǵхǵƺхƎưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵŧх
­t­х ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ŧɪŧŘǵǨϭх TưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵƎưƁх şƎƁƎǵļƥх
ƮŧşƎļϮхFƥļưļƁƎưхļưşхrŧǵȥƁŧǠхЉʹͲͲ͹ЊхƎşŧưǵƎЗ
ƀțхǵƉǠŧŧхǵțǝŧǨхƺƀхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțϯхƮŧǨǨļƁŧхŘǠŧşƎЗ
ŗƎƥƎǵțϮхǨƎǵŧхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхļưşхǨǝƺưǨƺǠхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțϭх
ÙƉƎƥŧхƮŧǨǨļƁŧхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхǠŧƥƎŧǨхƺưхŘƉļǠļŘЗ
ǵŧǠƎǨǵƎŘǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхƮŧǨǨļƁŧх ƎǵǨŧƥƀх ЉƎϭŧϭϮхļŘŘǽǠļЗ
ŘțϮхŘǽǠǠŧưŘțϮхƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхǟǽļƥƎǵțЊϮхǨƎǵŧхŘǠŧşЗ
ƎŗƎƥƎǵțхşŧǝŧưşǨхƺưхļхǨƎǵŧЩǨхȔƎǨǽļƥхşŧǨƎƁưϮхǵƉŧх
şŧưǨƎǵțхƺƀхƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхǝǠŧǨŧưǵŧşϮхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨх
ǵƉŧхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵƎȔƎǵțхƺɪŧǠŧşхŗțхǵƉŧхȕŧŗǨƎǵŧϭхTƀхļх
ȕŧŗǨƎǵŧхƎǨхǨǝƺưǨƺǠŧşхƎǵǨхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхƮƎƁƉǵхŗŧх
ļƥǨƺхƎưɮǽŧưŘŧşхŗțхǝǽŗƥƎŘхǝŧǠŘŧǝǵƎƺưǨхļŗƺǽǵх
ǵƉŧхǨǝƺưǨƺǠϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨхļхǨǝƺưǨƺǠЩǨхǠŧǝǽǵļǵƎƺưх
ƺǠхǝŧǠǨƺưļƥхŧȚǝŧǠƎŧưŘŧϭ
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хºƉŧǨŧхƮƺşŧƥǨхǨƉļǠŧхǵƉŧхƎşŧļхǵƉļǵхƎưƀƺǠЗ
ƮļǵƎƺưхƎǨхǝǠƺŘŧǨǨŧşхƎưхǵȕƺхşƎɪŧǠŧưǵхȕļțǨϯх
ļưх ļǵǵŧưǵƎȔŧϮх Ǩƥƺȕх ļưşх ǠŧǨƺǽǠŘŧЗşŧƮļưşЗ
ƎưƁх ǝǠƺŘŧǨǨϮх ļưşх ļх ƀļǨǵϮх ŧɫŘƎŧưǵхȕļțх ǵƉļǵх
şŧƮļưşǨх ƥŧǨǨхŘƺƁưƎǵƎȔŧхŧɪƺǠǵϭх TưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх
ǝǠƺŘŧǨǨƎưƁх ƎǨх ǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧх ļх ƀǽưŘǵƎƺưх ƺƀх ŗƺǵƉх
ŘƺƁưƎǵƎȔŧхļŗƎƥƎǵțхļưşхƮƺǵƎȔļǵƎƺưхƺƀхǵƉŧхǠŧŘŧƎȔЗ
ŧǠхЉrŧǵȥƁŧǠϮхʹͲͲ͹Њϭх TưхǨƎǵǽļǵƎƺưǨхȕƉŧǠŧхƥŧǨǨх
ƮƺǵƎȔļǵƎƺưхƎǨхƎưȔƺƥȔŧşхļưşхŘƺƁưƎǵƎȔŧхļŗƎƥƎǵțхƎǨх
ƥƺȕϮхƟǽşƁƮŧưǵǨхļŗƺǽǵхļхƮŧǨǨļƁŧхƺǠхǨƺǽǠŘŧх
ļǠŧхƮƺǠŧхƥƎƢŧƥțхǵƺхŗŧхƮļşŧхŗļǨŧşхƺưхƉŧǽЗ
ǠƎǨǵƎŘǨϭх ¥ŧǝǽǵļǵƎƺưϮх ƀƺǠх ŧȚļƮǝƥŧϮх Řļưх ǨŧǠȔŧх
ļǨхƉŧǽǠƎǨǵƎŘхǵƺх ƟǽşƁŧхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхЉrŧǵȥƁŧǠхŧǵх
ļƥϭϮхʹͲͳͲЊϭхºƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧϮхǨǽǝŧǠɭŘƎļƥхǝǠƺǝŧǠǵƎŧǨхƺƀх
ǨƺǽǠŘŧхƺǠхƮŧǨǨļƁŧхŗŧŘƺƮŧхƮƺǠŧхƎƮǝƺǠǵļưǵх
ƎưхǵƉŧхşŧŘƎǨƎƺưЗƮļƢƎưƁхǝǠƺŘŧǨǨϭх TưхǠŧƥļǵƎƺưх
ǵƺх ºǨŧưƁх ļưşх FƺƁƁЩǨх ЉͳͻͻͻЊх ŘƺưŘŧǝǵǽļƥƎȥļЗ
ǵƎƺưϮх Ǡŧǝǽǵŧşх ļưşх ǨǽǠƀļŘŧх ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхƮƎƁƉǵх
ŗŧхŧǨǝŧŘƎļƥƥțхǨļƥƎŧưǵхƉŧǽǠƎǨǵƎŘǨϭ

­ŧȔŧǠļƥхɭưşƎưƁǨхǨƉƺȕхǵƉļǵхǵƉŧхşŧǨƎƁưхƺƀх
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3. Method
­ǵļǠǵƎưƁхȕƎǵƉхǵƉŧхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉхşŧǨƎƁưϮхǵƉŧхƀƺƥƥƺȕƎưƁхǨŧŘǵƎƺưхşŧǨŘǠƎŗŧǨхǵƉŧхƮŧǵƉƺşƺƥƺƁțхļǝЗ

ǝƥƎŧşхƎưхǵƉƎǨхǝļǝŧǠϭх­ǵƎƮǽƥǽǨхƮļǵŧǠƎļƥϮхşŧǝŧưşŧưǵхȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨхļưşхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧǨϮхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхǠŧЗ
ŘǠǽƎǵƮŧưǵхļǝǝǠƺļŘƉхļưşхǨļƮǝƥŧхǨƎȥŧхļǠŧхǨǽƮƮļǠƎȥŧşϭхhļǨǵƥțϮхǵƉŧхǝǠƺŘŧşǽǠŧхƎǨхƎƥƥǽǨǵǠļǵŧşϭ

ºƉŧхǨǵǽşțхƀƺƥƥƺȕǨхļхŗŧǵȕŧŧưЗǨǽŗƟŧŘǵǨхşŧǨƎƁưϮхŘƺƮǝļǠƎưƁхǨŧȔŧưхşƎɪŧǠŧưǵх­t­хļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨх
ǵƉŧх�¢хȕŧŗǨƎǵŧхļǨхŘƺưǵǠƺƥхƁǠƺǽǝхЉ$ƎǨŘƺǠşϮхFļŘŧŗƺƺƢϮхTưǨǵļƁǠļƮϮхhƎưƢŧşTưϮхºȕƎǵǵŧǠϮхºŧƥŧƁǠļƮϮх
ÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝϮх�¢хÙŧŗǨƎǵŧЊϭх¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхǠļưşƺƮƥțхļǨǨƎƁưŧşхǵƺхŗƺǵƉхƀļŘǵƺǠǨϭ

¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхǵƺƥşхǵƉŧхƀƺƥƥƺȕƎưƁϯхЦ�ŧƥƺȕхƎǨхļхǨŘǠŧŧưǨƉƺǵхǵļƢŧưхƀǠƺƮхЍ$ƎǨŘƺǠşϮхFļŘŧЗ
ŗƺƺƢϮхTưǨǵļƁǠļƮϮхŧǵŘϭЎϭх¢ƥŧļǨŧхǠļǵŧхƎǵǨхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨϮхļưşхƎưşƎŘļǵŧхȕƉŧǵƉŧǠхțƺǽхȕƺǽƥşхƥƎƢŧϮх
ǨƉļǠŧϮхļưşхƀƺǠȕļǠşхƎǵϭхЦ

rƺŘƢх­t­хşŧǨƎƁưǨхȕŧǠŧхŘǠŧļǵŧşхǵƺхƎƮƎǵļǵŧхǵƉŧхǨŧȔŧưх­t­хļưşхǵƉŧх�¢хȕŧŗǨƎǵŧϭхºƉŧхƎǵŧƮǨх
ƉļşхǵƉŧхļǝǝŧļǠļưŘŧхƺƀх ļх ǨŘǠŧŧưǨƉƺǵх ǵļƢŧưх ƀǠƺƮхǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮϮх ƎƮƮŧşƎļǵŧƥțх ļƀǵŧǠх ƎǵхȕļǨх
ǝƺǨǵŧşϮхǵƺхļȔƺƎşхǵƎƮŧхŧɪŧŘǵǨϭх�ƥƥхǠŧƥŧȔļưǵхǝƺǝǽƥļǠƎǵțхƎưşƎŘļǵƺǠǨϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨхǵƉŧхưǽƮŗŧǠхƺƀхƥƎƢŧǨх
ƺǠхǨƉļǠŧǨϮхļǠŧхǨŧǵхǵƺхȥŧǠƺϭхͳͶхƎǵŧƮǨхȕŧǠŧхǝǠŧЗǵŧǨǵŧşхƺǽǵхƺƀхȕƉƎŘƉх͹хȕŧǠŧхƎưŘƥǽşŧşхƎưхǵƉŧх
ǨǵǽşțϭхFƎƁǽǠŧхʹхƁƎȔŧǨхŧȚļƮǝƥŧǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨǵƎƮǽƥǽǨхƮļǵŧǠƎļƥϭх�¢ϮхȕƉƎŘƉхƎǨхǨƉƺȕưхƺưхŧȔŧǠțхƎǵŧƮϮх
ȕļǨхŘƉƺǨŧưхǵƺхǝǠƺȔƎşŧхļхŘǠŧşƎŗƥŧхļưşхŘƺƮǝļǠļǵƎȔŧƥțхưŧǽǵǠļƥхƮļƎưǨǵǠŧļƮхưŧȕǨхǨƺǽǠŘŧϭ

Research design

Stimulus material

Figure 2: Examples of stimulus material - Twitter (left) and LinkedIn (right)
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$ŧǝŧưşŧưǵхȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨхȕŧǠŧхǵƉŧхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхǠŧǨǝŧŘǵƎȔŧхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮǨϮх
ǵƉŧхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхǨƉļǠŧϮхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵϮхļưşхƀƺǠȕļǠşхǵƉŧхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮхǵƺхļхƀǠƎŧưşхƺǠхƀļƮƎƥțхƮŧƮŗŧǠϮх
ƮŧļǨǽǠŧşхƺưхļх͹ЗǝƺƎưǵхhƎƢŧǠǵхǨŘļƥŧϮхǠļưƁƎưƁхƀǠƺƮхͳхѵхØŧǠțхǽưǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțхϺхȔŧǠțхǽưƥƎƢŧƥțхǵƺх͹х
ѵхØŧǠțхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțхϺхȔŧǠțхƥƎƢŧƥțϭх�ƥƥхƀƺǽǠхŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠļƥхǠŧǨǝƺưǨŧǨхȕŧǠŧхƮŧļǨǽǠŧşхȕƎǵƉхǨŧȔŧưх
ǨǵƎƮǽƥǽǨхƎǵŧƮǨхŧļŘƉϭ

�şşƎǵƎƺưļƥƥțϮхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхȕļǨхƮŧļǨǽǠŧşхǽǨƎưƁхƀƺǽǠхǟǽŧǨǵƎƺưǨхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхÁ­хǝƺƥƎǵЗ
ƎŘļƥхǨțǨǵŧƮϯхͳϭЊхÙƉƎŘƉхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƺɫŘŧхşƺŧǨхrƎƢŧх¢ŧưŘŧхŘǽǠǠŧưǵƥțхƉƺƥşϴхʹϭЊхÙƉƺǨŧхǠŧǨǝƺưǨƎЗ
ŗƎƥƎǵțхƎǨхƎǵхǵƺхşŧǵŧǠƮƎưŧхƎƀхļхƥļȕхƎǨхŘƺưǨǵƎǵǽǵƎƺưļƥхƺǠхưƺǵхϱхƎǨхƎǵхǵƉŧхǝǠŧǨƎşŧưǵϮхǵƉŧх�ƺưƁǠŧǨǨϮхƺǠх
ǵƉŧх­ǽǝǠŧƮŧх�ƺǽǠǵϴх͵ϭЊхOƺȕхƮǽŘƉхƺƀхļхƮļƟƺǠƎǵțхƎǨхǠŧǟǽƎǠŧşхƀƺǠхǵƉŧхÁϭ­ϭх­ŧưļǵŧхļưşхOƺǽǨŧх
ƺƀх¥ŧǝǠŧǨŧưǵļǵƎȔŧǨхǵƺхƺȔŧǠǠƎşŧхļхǝǠŧǨƎşŧưǵƎļƥхȔŧǵƺϴхͶϭЊхÙƉƎŘƉхǝļǠǵțх ƎǨхƮƺǠŧхŘƺưǨŧǠȔļǵƎȔŧх
Љ$ŧƮƺŘǠļǵƎŘх¢ļǠǵțхȔǨϭх¥ŧǝǽŗƥƎŘļưх¢ļǠǵțЊϴх�ƺǠǠŧŘǵхļưǨȕŧǠǨхȕŧǠŧхŘƺşŧşхļǨхͳϮхȕǠƺưƁхļưǨȕŧǠǨх
ļǨхͲϮхļưşхļưхƺȔŧǠļƥƥхǨŘƺǠŧхȕļǨхŘƺƮǝǽǵŧşϭ

ºȕƺхļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưхŘƉŧŘƢǨхȕŧǠŧхļşƮƎưƎǨǵŧǠŧşϯхļƀǵŧǠхļưǨȕŧǠƎưƁхǟǽŧǨǵƎƺưǨхƺưхǵƉŧхǨŧȔŧưхưŧȕǨх
ƎǵŧƮǨϮхŧȔŧǠțхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵхȕļǨхļǨƢŧşхƀǠƺƮхȕƉƎŘƉхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхǵƉŧхǨŘǠŧŧưǨƉƺǵǨхȕŧǠŧх
ǵļƢŧưϭх�ƺǠǠŧŘǵхļưǨȕŧǠǨхȕŧǠŧхŘƺşŧşхͳϮхȕǠƺưƁхƺưŧǨхͲϭх�ǵхǵƉŧхŧưşхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțϮхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨх
ȕŧǠŧхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхŗǠƎŧɮțхǨǽƮƮļǠƎȥŧхȕƉļǵхǵƉŧțхǵƉƎưƢхƎǨхǵƉŧхƮļƎưхǝǽǠǝƺǨŧхƺƀхǵƉƎǨхǨǽǠȔŧțϭх�ƥƥхļưЗ
ǨȕŧǠǨхǵƉļǵхǝǠƺȔƎşŧşхǨƺƮŧхƎşŧļхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхǨǵǽşțЩǨхǝǽǠǝƺǨŧǨхȕŧǠŧхŘƺşŧşхͳϭх

�ưǨȕŧǠǨхǵƉļǵхǨƉƺȕŧşхǵƉļǵхǵƉŧхǟǽŧǨǵƎƺưхȕļǨхưƺǵхǠŧļşхǝǠƺǝŧǠƥțϮхŧϭхƁϭхŗțхǝǠƺȔƎşƎưƁхƀŧŧşŗļŘƢх
ļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхǨǵǽşțхǨǽŘƉхļǨхЦƁƺƺşЧϮхЦưƎŘŧхǨǽǠȔŧțЧϮхŧǵŘϭхȕŧǠŧхŘƺşŧşхļǨхͲϭх�ƺǵƉхȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨхȕŧǠŧх
ļşşŧşхǵƺхļưхƺȔŧǠļƥƥхļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưхǨŘƺǠŧϭ

¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧх ƀǽǠǵƉŧǠƮƺǠŧх ļǨƢŧşх ǵƺх ļǨǨŧǨǨх ǵƉŧƎǠх ǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥх ƺǠƎŧưǵļǵƎƺưх ƺưх ļх͹ЗǝƺƎưǵх
hƎƢŧǠǵхǨŘļƥŧхƀǠƺƮхͳхѵхØŧǠțхƥŧƀǵхǵƺх͹хѵхØŧǠțхǠƎƁƉǵϮхƉƺȕхƀǠŧǟǽŧưǵƥțхǵƉŧțхŘƺưǨǽƮŧхưŧȕǨϮхŧƎǵƉŧǠхƎưх
ǝǠƎưǵϮхƺưƥƎưŧϮхƺǠхƺưхºØϮхǠļưƁƎưƁхƀǠƺƮхШưŧȔŧǠЩхǵƺхШǨŧȔŧǠļƥхǵƎƮŧǨхļхşļțЩϭх�şşƎǵƎƺưļƥƥțϮхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨх
ȕŧǠŧхļǨƢŧşхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧƎǠхǝǠŧƀŧǠǠŧşхǨƺǽǠŘŧǨхƺƀхưŧȕǨхЉǵŧƥŧȔƎǨƎƺưϮхƺưƥƎưŧхưŧȕǨǝļǝŧǠǨхϺхƮļƁļЗ
ȥƎưŧǨϮхǝǠƎưǵхưŧȕǨǝļǝŧǠǨϮхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļϮхǠļşƎƺЊϭх

FǽǠǵƉŧǠƮƺǠŧϮхļƥƥхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхļǨǨŧǨǨхǵƉŧхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀхļƥƥхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļх
ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨхǽǨŧşхƎưхǵƉŧхǨǵǽşțϮхǽǨƎưƁхļхͷЗǝƺƎưǵхhƎƢŧǠǵхǨŘļƥŧхЉͳхѵхȔŧǠțхǽưǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțϮхͷхѵхȔŧǠțх
ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțЊϭ

Behavioural responses and covariates

Attention checks

Political orientation, news consumption, 
social media assessment



¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхǠŧŘǠǽƎǵŧşхƺưх�ƮļȥƺưхrŧŘƉļưƎŘļƥхºǽǠƢхЉrºǽǠƢЊхŗŧǵȕŧŧưх�ǽƁǽǨǵх͵ͳхļưşх
­ŧǝǵŧƮŗŧǠхͳϮхʹͲʹͲхļưşхǠŧŘŧƎȔŧşхяͳϭͺͲхƀƺǠхǵƉŧƎǠхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļǵƎƺưϭх

­ļƮǝƥŧхǨƎȥŧхȕļǨхŧǨǵƎƮļǵŧşхǽǨƎưƁхGϸ¢ƺȕŧǠхЉFļǽƥхŧǵхļƥϭϮхʹͲͲ͹Њϭх�ǨǨǽƮƎưƁхļхǨƮļƥƥхŧɪŧŘǵх
ǨƎȥŧхƺƀхƀхѵхͲϮʹϮхļưşхļхǝƺȕŧǠхѵхͲϭͻͻхЉưǽƮŧǠļǵƺǠхşƀхѵх͹ϮхưǽƮŗŧǠхƺƀхƁǠƺǽǝǨхѵхͳ͸ϮхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧǨхѵхʹЊϮх
ǵƉŧхǠŧǨǽƥǵƎưƁхƮƎưƎƮǽƮхǨļƮǝƥŧхǨƎȥŧхǵƺхƎşŧưǵƎƀțхļưхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵƎƺưхŧɪŧŘǵхƎǨхtхѵх͹͵ͻϭ

�ǵхǵƉŧхŗŧƁƎưưƎưƁхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțϮхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхļǨƢŧşхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧƎǠхŘƺưǨŧưǵхǵƺхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļǵŧх
ƎưхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțхļưşхƎưƀƺǠƮŧşхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхƥŧưƁǵƉхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțϮхļŗƺǽǵхşļǵļхļưƺưțƮƎǨļǵƎƺưхļưşх
ƎưǵŧưşŧşхǽǨŧхƺƀхǵƉŧхşļǵļϭ

�ƀǵŧǠхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхƁļȔŧхǵƉŧƎǠхƎưƀƺǠƮŧşхŘƺưǨŧưǵϮхǵƉŧțхȕŧǠŧхǠļưşƺƮƥțхļǨǨƎƁưŧşхǵƺхƺưŧхƺƀх
ǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхŘƺưşƎǵƎƺưǨϭх�ƀǵŧǠȕļǠşǨϮхǵƉŧțхȕŧǠŧхǠļưşƺƮƥțхǝǠŧǨŧưǵŧşхȕƎǵƉхǨŧȔŧưхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮǨх
ļưşхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхļǨǨŧǨǨхǵƉŧхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхƎǵŧƮϮхǵƉŧƎǠхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхǨƉļǠŧϮх ƎưǵŧǠļŘǵϮх
ļưşхƀƺǠȕļǠşхƎǵхǵƺхļхƀǠƎŧưşхƺǠхƀļƮƎƥțхƮŧƮŗŧǠϭх�ƀǵŧǠхɭưƎǨƉƎưƁхǵƉŧǨŧхļǨǨŧǨǨƮŧưǵǨхļưхļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưх
ŘƉŧŘƢхȕļǨхļşƮƎưƎǨǵŧǠŧşϮх ļǨƢƎưƁхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨх ļŗƺǽǵх ǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхȕƉŧǠŧх ǵƉŧхưŧȕǨх ƎǵŧƮǨх
ȕŧǠŧхǵļƢŧưхƀǠƺƮϭх¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхǵƉŧưхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхƎưşƎŘļǵŧхǵƉŧхƀǠŧǟǽŧưŘțхȕƎǵƉхȕƉƎŘƉхǵƉŧțх
ǽǨŧхǵƉŧхǠŧǨǝŧŘǵƎȔŧхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮϮхǵƉŧхşŧƁǠŧŧхǵƺхȕƉƎŘƉхǵƉŧțхŘƺưǨƎşŧǠхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļЗ
ǵƎƺưхƎǨхļхǝǠƺŗƥŧƮхƺưхǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхļưşхƉƺȕхƥƎƢŧƥțхǵƉŧțхǵƉƎưƢхƎǵхƎǨхǵƉŧțхǨƉļǠŧşхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх
ȔƎļхǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮϭ

�ƀǵŧǠхǵƉŧǨŧхŘƺưşƎǵƎƺưхǨǝŧŘƎɭŘхǟǽŧǨǵƎƺưǨхȕŧǠŧхļưǨȕŧǠŧşϮхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхļǨЗ
ǨŧǨǨхǵƉŧхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀхļƥƥхǨŧȔŧưхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨхǽǨŧşхƎưхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțхļưşхƎưşƎЗ
ŘļǵŧхȕƉŧǵƉŧǠхǵƉŧțхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхǵƺхŗŧхƮƺǠŧхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțхǵƉļưхǵǠļşƎǵƎƺưļƥхƮŧşƎļϮх
ǨǽŘƉхļǨхºØхļưşхưŧȕǨǝļǝŧǠǨϭхFƺƥƥƺȕƎưƁхǵƉƎǨϮхǟǽŧǨǵƎƺưǨхƺưхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƺǠƎŧưǵļǵƎƺưхļưşхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥх
ƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхȕŧǠŧхļşƮƎưƎǨǵŧǠŧşхŗŧƀƺǠŧхşŧƮƺƁǠļǝƉƎŘļƥхŘƉļǠļŘǵŧǠƎǨǵƎŘǨхȕŧǠŧхļǨǨŧǨǨŧşϭхhļǨǵƥțϮх
ǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхŗǠƎŧɮțхşŧǨŘǠƎŗŧхȕƉļǵхǵƉŧțхǵƉƺǽƁƉǵхǵƉŧхǝǽǠǝƺǨŧхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțх
ȕļǨϭхºƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțхŧưşŧşхȕƎǵƉхļхşŧŗǠƎŧɭưƁϮхļƥǨƺхƺɪŧǠƎưƁхŘƺưǵļŘǵхƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭ

Recruitment and predetermined sample size

Procedure

IS SOCIAL MEDIA AFFECTING THE PERCEIVED TRUSTWORTHINESS OF MISINFORMATION?

Source: freepik.com. 
Photo by our-team.
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4. Results
ºƉŧхƀƺƥƥƺȕƎưƁхǨŧŘǵƎƺưхşŧǨŘǠƎŗŧǨхǵƉŧхşŧǨŘǠƎǝǵƎȔŧхǠŧǨǽƥǵǨхļưşхƎưƀŧǠŧưǵƎļƥхļưļƥțǨŧǨхǵƉļǵхȕŧǠŧх

ŘƺưşǽŘǵŧşϭх

Demographics

Trustworthiness of social media platforms

�ȔŧǠļƥƥϮхͺͷͷхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхɭưƎǨƉŧşхǵƉŧхǨǽǠȔŧțϮхȕƎǵƉхļƁŧхǠļưƁƎưƁхƀǠƺƮхͳͺхǵƺх͹ʹхЉrхѵх͵͵ϭͶͷϮх­$х
ѵхͳͲϭ͹ͻЊϭхrƺǨǵхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхƮļƥŧхЉͷͺϭͺҊϮхưхѵхͶͶͲЊϭх¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхƉƎƁƉƥțхŧşǽŘļǵŧşϮх
ȕƎǵƉх͸ͷϭͷхǝŧǠŘŧưǵхЉưхѵхͷ͸ͲЊхƉļȔƎưƁхƁǠļşǽļǵŧşхƀǠƺƮхļхǽưƎȔŧǠǨƎǵțϭхFǽǠǵƉŧǠхͳͶϭͶхǝŧǠŘŧưǵхƺƀхǝļǠЗ
ǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхЉưхѵхͳʹ͵ЊхƉļşхļǵхƥŧļǨǵхļǵǵŧưşŧşхļхǽưƎȔŧǠǨƎǵțϮхŗǽǵхȕƎǵƉƺǽǵхǠŧŘŧƎȔƎưƁхļхşŧƁǠŧŧϭ

�ƺưŘŧǠưƎưƁх ǵƉŧх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ƺƀх ǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļх ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨϮх hƎưƢŧşTưх şŧǨŘǠƎǝǵƎȔŧƥțх ļǝЗ
ǝŧļǠǨхǵƺхŗŧхǵƉŧхƮƺǨǵхǵǠǽǨǵŧşхưŧǵȕƺǠƢϮхƀƺƥƥƺȕŧşхŗțхºŧƥŧƁǠļƮϮхºȕƎǵǵŧǠϮх$ƎǨŘƺǠşϮхTưǨǵļƁǠļƮϮх
ÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝхļưşх ƥļǨǵƥțхFļŘŧŗƺƺƢϭхºļŗƥŧх ͳх ǨƉƺȕǨхǵƉŧхƮŧļưхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀх ǵƉŧǨŧхǝƥļǵЗ
ƀƺǠƮǨϭхtƺхǨǵļǵƎǨǵƎŘļƥƥțхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵхşƎɪŧǠŧưŘŧǨхŗŧǵȕŧŧưхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨхȕŧǠŧхƀƺǽưş

Facebook

WhatsApp

Instagram

Discord

Twitter

Telegram

LinkedIn

854

846

851

852

850

853

854

2.61

2.86

2.92

2.93

3.03

3.04

3.57

1.29

1.22

1.21

.96

1.30

1.02

1.01

N M SD

Table 1: Perceived trustworthiness of social media platforms

Note. Trustworthiness was assessed on a 5-point Likert scale, from 1 = very untrustworthy to 5 = very 
trustworthy.



Comparing behavioural responses 
across platforms
ºļŗƥŧхʹхǨƉƺȕǨхǵƉŧхưǽƮŗŧǠхƺƀхǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨхƎưхŧļŘƉхƁǠƺǽǝϮхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхǵƉŧхƮŧļưǨхļưşхǨǵļưЗ

şļǠşхşŧȔƎļǵƎƺưǨхƀƺǠхļƥƥхƀƺǽǠхļǨǨŧǨǨŧşхŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠļƥхǠŧǨǝƺưǨŧǨϭх�ƺưŘŧǠưƎưƁхǵǠǽǨǵϮхƮŧļưхǵǠǽǨǵхƎǨх
ƉƎƁƉŧǨǵхƀƺǠхºȕƎǵǵŧǠхЉrхѵхͶϭͳͳϮх­$хѵхͳϭ͵ͻЊϮхļưşхƥƺȕŧǨǵхƀƺǠхÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝхЉrхѵх͵ϭͻ͵Ϯх­$хѵхͳϭ͵ͲЊϭх

FƺǠхǨƉļǠƎưƁϮхǝŧƺǝƥŧхǠŧǝƺǠǵхǵƉŧхƉƎƁƉŧǨǵхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхǨƉļǠŧхưŧȕǨхƀǠƺƮхhƎưƢŧşTưхЉrхѵх͵ϭͶ͹Ϯх
­$хѵхͳϭͷͲЊϮхļưşхǵƉŧхƥƺȕŧǨǵхƀƺǠх$ƎǨŘƺǠşхЉrхѵх͵ϭͲʹϮх­$хѵхͳϭ͹ͳЊϭх�ƺưŘŧǠưƎưƁхǵƉŧхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵƎƺưхȕƎǵƉх
ǵƉŧх ǨǵƎƮǽƥǽǨхƮļǵŧǠƎļƥϮх ǠŧǨǝƺưşŧưǵǨхȕŧǠŧхƮƺǨǵх ƥƎƢŧƥțх ǵƺх ƎưǵŧǠļŘǵхȕƎǵƉх ưŧȕǨх ƎǵŧƮǨх ƀǠƺƮх
FļŘŧŗƺƺƢхЉrхѵх͵ϭ͵ͷϮх­$хѵхͳϭ͹͹ЊϮхļưşхƥŧļǨǵхƥƎƢŧƥțхȕƎǵƉхƮļǵŧǠƎļƥхƀǠƺƮх$ƎǨŘƺǠşхЉrхѵхʹϭͻͲϮх­$х
ѵхͳϭ͹ͲЊϭхFƺǠȕļǠşƎưƁхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮǨхȕļǨхƮƺǨǵхƥƎƢŧƥțхȕƉŧưхǵƉŧțхȕŧǠŧхƀǠļƮŧşхļǨхŘƺƮƎưƁхƀǠƺƮх
hƎưƢŧşTưхЉrхѵх͵ϭ͹ͶϮх­$хѵхͳϭͶͻЊхļưşхƥƎǨǵхƥƎƢŧƥțхƀǠƺƮх$ƎǨŘƺǠşхЉrхѵх͵ϭ͵͵Ϯх­$хѵхͳϭ͹͹Њϭ

�ưхļưļƥțǨƎǨхƺƀхŘƺȔļǠƎļưŘŧǨхЉ�t��Ø�ЊхȕļǨхŘƺưşǽŘǵŧşхǵƺхƎşŧưǵƎƀțхǵƉŧхŧɪŧŘǵǨхƺƀхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮх
ƺưхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮǨхļưşхŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠļƥхǠŧǨǝƺưǨŧǨхǵƺхǵƉŧƮϮхǽǨЗ
ƎưƁхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхļǨхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧϭ͵ͻхºƉŧхŧɪŧŘǵхƺƀхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхƺưхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхЍFЉ͹Ϯхͺ͵͹Њх
ѵхϭͶ͹ͶϮхǝхѵхϭͺͷͶϮхǝļǠǵƎļƥхηʹхѵхϭͲͲͶЎϮхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхǨƉļǠŧхЍFЉ͹Ϯхͺ͵͹ЊхѵхϭͻͶ͹ϮхǝхѵхϭͶ͹ͲϮхǝļǠǵƎļƥхη2 
ѵхϭͲͲͺЎϮхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵхȕƎǵƉхǵƉŧхưŧȕǨхƎǵŧƮǨхЍFЉ͹Ϯхͺ͵͹Њхѵхϭ͹ͺͻϮхǝхѵхϭͷͻ͹ϮхǝļǠǵƎļƥхηʹхѵх
ϭͲͲ͹ЎϮхļưşхǵƉŧхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхƀƺǠȕļǠşхǵƉŧхƎǵŧƮǨхЍFЉ͹Ϯхͺ͵͹ЊхѵхͳϭͲ͸͸Ϯхǝхѵхϭ͵ͺ͵ϮхǝļǠǵƎļƥхηʹхѵхϭͲͲͻЎх
ļƥƥхƀļƎƥŧşхǵƺхǠŧļŘƉхǨǵļǵƎǨǵƎŘļƥхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưŘŧϭхTưхƺǵƉŧǠхȕƺǠşǨϮхǵƉŧхşƎɪŧǠŧưŘŧǨхǠŧǝƺǠǵŧşхƎưхºļŗƥŧǨх
ͳхļưşхʹхļǠŧхưƺǵхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵϭх

Discord

Facebook

Instagram

LinkedIn

Telegram

Twitter

WhatsApp

Associated Press

Total

3.99 (1.27)

4.09 (1.25)

3.94 (1.40)

4.04 (1.21)

4.05 (1.15)

4.10 (1.18)

3.93 (1.30)

4.01 (1.14)

4.02 (1.24)

101

108

107

100

110

108

112

109

855

3.02 (1.71)

3.37 (1.75)

3.27 (1.68)

3.47 (1.50)

3.29 (1.60)

3.36 (1.65)

3.10 (1.61)

3.21 (1.64)

3.26 (1.64)

2.90 (1.70)

3.35 (1.77)

3.14 (1.71)

3.28 (1.58)

3.11 (1.64)

3.30 (1.66)

3.08 (1.68)

3.15 (1.57)

3.16 (1.66)

3.33 (1.77)

3.52 (1.79)

3.39 (1.79)

3.74 (1.49)

3.52 (1.59)

3.71 (1.54)

3.34 (1.69)

3.47 (1.59)

3.50 (1.65)

M (SD)N

TrustPlatform

M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)

Sharing Interacting Forwarding

Table 2: Behavioural responses to news items by platform

Note. All variables assessed on a 7-point Likert scale, with 1 = very untrustworthy / very unlikely to 7 = 
very trustworthy / very likely.

͵ͻ ºƉŧхǨŧŘƺưşхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧϮхƀǠŧǟǽŧưŘțхƺƀхǽǨŧϮхƉļşхǵƺхŗŧхşǠƺǝǝŧşхƀǠƺƮхǵƉŧхşŧǨƎƁưхşŧǨŘǠƎŗŧşхƎưхǵƉŧхǝǠŧЗǠŧƁƎǨǵǠļǵƎƺưхşǽŧхǵƺхȔƎƺƥļǵƎƺưǨхƺƀхļǨЗ
ǨǽƮǝǵƎƺưǨϭ
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Exploratory analysis

�ǵƉŧǠх ƀļŘǵƺǠǨх ǵƉļưхǨǽǝŧǠɭŘƎļƥх ŘƉļǠļŘǵŧǠЗ
ƎǨǵƎŘǨхƺƀх­t­хǨŧŧƮхǵƺхƮļǵǵŧǠхƀƺǠхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠЗ
ǵƉƎưŧǨǨхļưşхƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥхŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠхƎưхǠŧƥļǵƎƺưх
ǵƺхưŧȕǨϭхTǵхƮļțхŗŧхǵƉļǵхǝŧƺǝƥŧхȕƉƺхşƺхưƺǵх
ɭưşхǵƉŧƎǠхȔƎŧȕǨхǠŧɮŧŘǵŧşхƎưхǵǠļşƎǵƎƺưļƥхƮŧЗ
şƎļхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхļǨхļưхļƥǵŧǠưļǵƎȔŧх
ǵŧǠǠƎǵƺǠțϮх ƎưȔŧǨǵхƎǵхȕƎǵƉхƮƺǠŧхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхļưşх
ŘļǠŧхƥƎǵǵƥŧхļŗƺǽǵхŘƉļưưŧƥǨхļưşхǵƉŧƎǠхǠŧǝǽǵļЗ
ǵƎƺưϮхƎưхǝļǠǵƎŘǽƥļǠхƎƀхǵƉŧțхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧхŘƺưǵǠƺȔŧǠЗ
ǨțхǵƺхŗŧхǵƉŧхǝǠƎŘŧхƀƺǠхŧǨǝƺǽǨƎưƁхļƥǵŧǠưļǵƎȔŧх
ȔƎŧȕǨхƮļǠƁƎưļƥƎȥŧşх ƎưхǵǠļşƎǵƎƺưļƥхƮŧşƎļϭхºƺх
ƀǽǠǵƉŧǠхǽưşŧǠǨǵļưşхȕƉƎŘƉхƀļŘǵƺǠǨхşǠƎȔŧхǵƉŧх
ǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ƺƀх ưŧȕǨх ƎǵŧƮǨх
ļưşхǨŧŧƮхǵƺхļŘǵхŧǟǽļƥƥțхļŘǠƺǨǨх­t­хŘƉļưЗ
ưŧƥǨϮхTхŘƺưşǽŘǵŧşхļưхļşşƎǵƎƺưļƥхŧȚǝƥƺǠļǵƺǠțх
ļưļƥțǨƎǨϭх

ºƉƎǨхļưļƥțǨƎǨхƎǨхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵхƎưхȔƎŧȕхƺƀхǝǽŗЗ
ƥƎŘх ǝƺƥƎŘƎŧǨх ļƁļƎưǨǵх ƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх ȕƉƎŘƉх
Řƺǽƥşх ŗŧх şŧȔŧƥƺǝŧşϭх ­ŧȔŧǠļƥх ļǽǵƉƺǠǨх ƉļȔŧх
ƎşŧưǵƎɭŧşх ŘƺǽưǵŧǠƮŧļǨǽǠŧǨх ǵƉļǵх Řƺǽƥşх ŗŧх
şƎǠŧŘǵƥțх ƎƮǝƥŧƮŧưǵŧşх ƺưх ǵƉŧх ­t­х ƎưǵŧǠЗ
ƀļŘŧхŗțхǵŧŘƉưƺƥƺƁțхŘƺƮǝļưƎŧǨхǵƺхŘƺǝŧхȕƎǵƉх
ǵƉŧх ǝŧǠǨƎǨǵŧưǵх ǝǠƺŗƥŧƮх ƺƀхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭх
ÙļǠưƎưƁхƥļŗŧƥǨϮхƎưǵŧưşŧşхǵƺхƎưŘǠŧļǨŧхǵǠļưǨЗ
ǝļǠŧưŘțϮхƉļȔŧхŗŧŧưхƀǠŧǟǽŧưǵƥțхŧƮǝƥƺțŧşхŗțх
şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ­t­ϭх Tưх ʹͲͳͺϮх ßƺǽºǽŗŧх ǨǵļǠǵŧşх ǵƺх
ƎƮǝƥŧƮŧưǵх ļх ƥļŗŧƥх ŗŧƥƺȕх ƎǵǨх ȔƎşŧƺǨϮх ƎşŧưЗ
ǵƎƀțƎưƁхǨǵļǵŧЗļɫƥƎļǵƎƺưǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхŘƉļưưŧƥхǵƉļǵх
ǽǝƥƺļşŧşхǵƉŧхȔƎşŧƺхЉ­ļƮŧƢϮхʹͲͳͺЊϮхļƥǵƉƺǽƁƉх
ƎưŘƺưǨƎǨǵŧưǵƥțх ЉfƺƀƮļưϮх ʹͲͳͻЊϭх FļŘŧŗƺƺƢх
ǨƎƮƎƥļǠƥțхƉƎƁƉƥƎƁƉǵŧşхļхǨƎǵŧЩǨхǨǵļǵŧЗļɫƥƎļǵƎƺưх
Љ¥ƺǨŧưхŧǵх ļƥϭϮх ʹͲͳͻЊх ļưşхŧȚǵŧưşŧşх ƎǵǨх ǝƺƥƎЗ
ŘțхǵƺхƎưŘƥǽşŧхƮƎǨƥŧļşƎưƁхƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхļŗƺǽǵх
��ØT$Зͳͻх Љ¥ƺǨŧưϮхʹͲʹͲЊϮхȕƉƎŘƉх ƎǨхļƥǨƺхƀǠŧЗ
ǟǽŧưǵƥțхǽǝşļǵŧşϭхºȕƎǵǵŧǠхƉļǨхļхǨƎƮƎƥļǠхǝƺƥƎЗ
ŘțхƀƺǠхƎşŧưǵƎƀțƎưƁхƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхşƎǨǵǠƎŗǽǵŧşхȔƎļх
ǵȕŧŧǵǨхЉºȕƎǵǵŧǠϮхʹͲʹͲЊϭ

¥ŧǨŧļǠŘƉх ƉļǨх ǝǠƺȔƎşŧşх ŧȔƎşŧưŘŧх ƀƺǠх ƥļЗ
ŗŧƥǨЩх ŧɪŧŘǵƎȔŧưŧǨǨх ǵƺх ƮƎǵƎƁļǵŧх ǵƉŧх ŧɪŧŘǵǨх
ƺƀхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭх�ǠưƺƥşхŧǵхļƥϭхЉʹͲʹͳЊхƀƺǽưşх
ǵƉļǵх ǨƺǽǠŘŧЗǠŧƥļǵŧşх ļƥŧǠǵǨϮх ȕƉƎŘƉх ƎưƀƺǠƮх
ǽǨŧǠǨх ļŗƺǽǵх ǵƉŧх ǨƺǽǠŘŧх ƺƀх ǝǨŧǽşƺưțƮƺǽǨх
Řƺưǵŧưǵх ǝƺǨǵŧşх ƺưх ǨƺŘƎļƥх ƮŧşƎļϮх ŧϭƁϭϮх ŗț

¥ǽǨǨƎļưх ƁƺȔŧǠưƮŧưǵх ļɫƥƎļǵŧǨϮх ǠŧşǽŘŧх ŗŧЗ
ƥƎŧƀхƎưхǵƉŧхŘƺưǵŧưǵЩǨхƮŧǨǨļƁŧхļưşхǵƉŧхǽǨŧǠǨЩх
ƥƎƢŧƥƎƉƺƺşхǵƺхƀǽǠǵƉŧǠхǨǝǠŧļşхǵƉŧхŘƺưǵŧưǵϭх�ƥЗ
ǵƉƺǽƁƉхǵƉŧțхƀƺǽưşхǵƉļǵхǵƉŧхŧɪŧŘǵǨхļǠŧх ƎưЗ
ɮǽŧưŘŧşхŗțхǝļǠǵƎǨļưǨƉƎǝϮхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхǵțǝŧϮх
ļưşхǵƉŧхļƥŧǠǵЩǨхǨǝŧŘƎɭŘƎǵțх ЉЦƀƺǠŧƎƁưхƁƺȔŧǠưЗ
ƮŧưǵЧхȔǨϭхЦ¥ǽǨǨƎļưхƁƺȔŧǠưƮŧưǵЧЊϭхºƉŧхǝǠļŘЗ
ǵƎŘŧхƺƀхƉƎƁƉƥƎƁƉǵƎưƁхƮŧşƎļхƺǽǵƥŧǵǨЩхǨǵļǵŧЗļɫƥЗ
ƎļǵƎƺưхǵƉǠƺǽƁƉхȕļǠưƎưƁхƥļŗŧƥǨхŘƺǽƥşхǝǠŧȔŧưǵх
ƺǝƎưƎƺưхŘƉļưƁŧхЉtļǨǨŧǵǵļхҸхGǠƺǨǨϮхʹͲʹͲЊϭ

ºƉŧхŧɪŧŘǵǨхƺƀхǝǠƎƺǠхŧȚǝƺǨǽǠŧхǵƺхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠЗ
ƮļǵƎƺưх ƺưх ǵƉŧх ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨϮхȕƉŧǵƉŧǠх ǝļǠǵƎŘƎЗ
ǝļưǵǨх ƉļȔŧх ǨƉļǠŧşхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх ŗŧƀƺǠŧϮх
ǵƉŧƎǠхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƺǠƎŧưǵļǵƎƺưхЉƥŧƀǵхȔǨϭхǠƎƁƉǵхƥŧļưЗ
ƎưƁЊϮх ƀǠŧǟǽŧưŘțхƺƀхǽǨŧϮхưŧȕǨхŘƺưǨǽƮǝǵƎƺưϮх
ǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțхƺƀхǵǠļşƎǵƎƺưļƥхȔǨϭхǨƺŘƎļƥх
ƮŧşƎļϮх ǝǠŧƀŧǠǠŧşх ưŧȕǨх ǨƺǽǠŘŧх ЉǵŧƥŧȔƎǨƎƺưϮх
ưŧȕǨǝļǝŧǠǨхƺưƥƎưŧхļưşхǝǠƎưǵхȔǨϭхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧЗ
şƎļЊϮхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧϮхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхşŧƮƺЗ
ƁǠļǝƉƎŘх ȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨх ЉƁŧưşŧǠϮх ŧşǽŘļǵƎƺưϮх ļƁŧЊх
ȕŧǠŧхƺƀхƁǠŧļǵхƎưǵŧǠŧǨǵŧşхļưşхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхǨŧǝЗ
ļǠļǵŧƥțх ļưļƥțǨŧşϭх ¢ļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨЩх ǨŘƺǠŧх Ǝưх ǵƉŧх
ļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưх ŘƉŧŘƢх ȕļǨх ļƥǨƺх ƎưŘƥǽşŧşх Ǝưх ǵƉŧх
Ʈƺşŧƥϭхºļŗƥŧх͵хǨƉƺȕǨхǵƉŧхǠŧǨǽƥǵǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхǠŧЗ
ƁǠŧǨǨƎƺưхļưļƥțǨƎǨϭ

Source: unsplash.com. 
¢Ɖƺǵƺхŗțх­ȥļŗƺхØƎƢǵƺǠϭ
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ļǵƺǠțхȔļƥǽŧϮхŧȚŘŧǝǵхƀƺǠхŧşǽŘļǵƎƺưϭ

Misinformation

Misinformation shared

Credibility SM vs. TM

Political orientation

Political knowledge

Frequency of use

News source

Attention check

News consumption

Gender

Education

Age

R2

F for change in R2

.03

.02

.03

.025

.022

.03

.02

.02

.04

.08

.09

.02

.03

.02

.03

.03

.03

.04

.08

.09

.02

.07

.02

.00

.03

.02

.03

.18

.25

-.11

.08

-.11

.07

.03

-.13

.07

.17

.25

-.11

.09

-.11

.06

.03

-.13

.06

.03

.08

-.01

.18**

.21**

-.17**

.27

99.08**

.30

7.37**

.31

2.49

.15**

.16**

-.12**

.06

-.10**

.08

.08

-.35**

.06*

.14

.16

-.12**

.07*

-.10**

.08

.08

-.35**

.05*

.07

.06*

-.00

SE B SE B SE Bβ β βB B B

Model 1Variable Model2 Model 3

Table 3: Summary of regression for variables predicting perceived trustworthiness

Note. Dependent variable is the news items’ perceived trustworthiness. N = 855. *p < .05 **p < .01
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5. Conclusion
This paper attempted to 

investigate the impact of 
SNS on a set of behavioural 

responses relevant to the 
spread of misinformation 

on social media.

­ŧȔŧǠļƥх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ­t­Ϯх ļǨхȕŧƥƥх ļǨх ǵƉŧх�¢х
ȕŧŗǨƎǵŧϮх ļх ȕƎşŧх ǠļưƁŧх ƺƀх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ǨƺŘƎļƥх
ƮŧşƎļх ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨх Йх ƀǠƺƮх ƮŧǨǨŧưƁŧǠх ǨŧǠЗ
ȔƎŘŧǨхƥƎƢŧхºŧƥŧƁǠļƮхļưşхÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝϮхǵƺхƁļƮЗ
ƎưƁх ŘƺƮƮǽưƎǵțх ǨƎǵŧх $ƎǨŘƺǠşх ļưşх ŗǽǨƎưŧǨǨх
ưŧǵȕƺǠƢх hƎưƢŧşTưх Йх ȕŧǠŧх ƎưŘƥǽşŧşх Ǝưх ǵƉƎǨх
ƎưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵƎƺưϭ

�ƺưǵǠļǠțх ǵƺх ǵƉŧх ƎưƎǵƎļƥх ƉțǝƺǵƉŧǨƎǨϮх ǵƉŧǠŧх
şƺŧǨхưƺǵхǨŧŧƮхǵƺхŗŧхļхƁŧưǽƎưŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхŧƀЗ
ƀŧŘǵхЙхưƺưŧхƺƀхǵƉŧхȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨхƺƀхƎưǵŧǠŧǨǵхşƎɪŧǠх
ļŘǠƺǨǨх ǵƉŧх ­t­ϭх ºƉŧǨŧх ǠŧǨǽƥǵǨх ļǠŧх ǨƺƮŧЗ
ȕƉļǵхŘƺǽưǵŧǠƎưǵǽƎǵƎȔŧϭхTǵхŘƺǽƥşхŗŧхŧȚǝŧŘǵŧşх
ǵƉļǵх ưŧȕǨх ŘƺƮƎưƁх ƀǠƺƮх ǵƉŧх�¢хȕŧŗǨƎǵŧх ƎǨх
ǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşхǵƺхŗŧхƮƺǠŧхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțϮхļưşхļǠŧх
ǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧх ƮƺǠŧх ƥƎƢŧƥțх ǵƺх ŧƥƎŘƎǵх ŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠļƥх
ǠŧǨǝƺưǨŧǨϮх ǵƉļưх ưŧȕǨх ƀǠƺƮх ļх ǠļǵƉŧǠх ǽưЗ
Ƣưƺȕưх ưŧǵȕƺǠƢх ǨǽŘƉх ļǨх $ƎǨŘƺǠşϭх �ŧțƺưşх
ǵƉļǵϮхļхŗǽǨƎưŧǨǨхưŧǵȕƺǠƢхǨǽŘƉхļǨхhƎưƢŧşTưϮх
ȕƉƎŘƉхƉļǨхǨƺхƀļǠхưƺǵхŗŧŧưхļǵхǵƉŧхŘŧưǵǠŧхƺƀхļх
ƥļǠƁŧЗǨŘļƥŧхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхǨŘļưşļƥϮхǨƉƺǽƥşх
ŗŧх ǨǽŗǨǵļưǵƎļƥƥțх ƮƺǠŧх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉțх ǵƺх ǠŧЗ
ǨǝƺưşŧưǵǨϭхßŧǵϮхƎǵхşƺŧǨхưƺǵхǨŧŧƮхǵƺхŗŧхƮƺǠŧх
ƥƎƢŧƥțхǵƺхƮļƢŧхǽǨŧǠǨхǨǝǠŧļşхƎǵǨхŘƺưǵŧưǵхǵƉļưх
ƺǵƉŧǠхưŧǵȕƺǠƢǨϭх

.Ȕŧưх ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨх ƥƎƢŧх ºŧƥŧƁǠļƮх ļưşх
ÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝϮх ȕƉƎŘƉх ƉļȔŧх ļх ǨŘļưşļƥЗǠƎşşŧưх
ǵǠļŘƢх ǠŧŘƺǠşϮх şƺх ưƺǵх ļɪŧŘǵх ǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨЩх
ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ļǨǨŧǨǨƮŧưǵǨх ƺǠх ǵƉŧƎǠх ŗŧЗ
ƉļȔƎƺǽǠļƥхǠŧǨǝƺưǨŧǨϭхGƎȔŧưхǵƉļǵхºŧƥŧƁǠļƮхƎǨх
ļƮƺưƁхǵƉŧхǝǠŧƀŧǠǠŧşхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨхƺƀхŗƺǵƉх¤�З
ưƺưхŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘƎǨǵǨхЙхļǨхŧȔƎşŧưŘŧşхŗțхƎǵǨхǽǨŧх
ļƮƺưƁх¤�ưƺưхŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘƎǨǵǨхƎưхǵƉŧхǨǵƺǠƮƎưƁх
ƺƀхǵƉŧхÁưƎǵŧşх­ǵļǵŧǨх�ļǝƎǵƺƥх�ǽƎƥşƎưƁхşǽǠƎưƁх
ǵƉŧхdļưǽļǠțх͸ǵƉхƎưǨǽǠǠŧŘǵƎƺưхЉ¥ƺƁŧǠǨϮхʹͲʹͲЊ

Зх ļưşх ǵŧǠǠƺǠƎǨǵх ƁǠƺǽǝх T­T­х ЙхȕƎǵƉх T­T­х ŧǨЗ
ǝŧŘƎļƥƥțх ǠŧŘƺƮƮŧưşƎưƁхǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхǵƺх ƎǵǨх
ǵŧǠǠƺǠƎǨǵǨхşǽŧхǵƺхǵƉŧхǨŧǠȔƎŘŧЩǨхǠŧǝǽǵļǵƎƺưхƀƺǠх
ƺɪŧǠƎưƁх ƉƎƁƉх ŧưŘǠțǝǵƎƺưх ǨǵļưşļǠşǨх ЉÙŧƎЗ
ƮļưưϮхʹͲͳ͸ЊϮх ǵƉŧǨŧхɭưşƎưƁǨхļǠŧх ǨƺƮŧȕƉļǵх
ǨǽǠǝǠƎǨƎưƁϭх.ȔŧưхǵƉŧхƉƎƁƉхǨļƥƎŧưŘŧхƺƀхǵƉŧхƺưЗ
ƁƺƎưƁхTưƀƺşŧƮƎŘхЉÙƺǠƥşхOŧļƥǵƉх�ǠƁļưƎȥļǵƎƺưϮх
ʹͲʹͲЊϮхşǽǠƎưƁхȕƉƎŘƉхÙƉļǵǨ�ǝǝхƉļǨхŗŧŘƺƮŧх
ļхǝǠŧƀŧǠǠŧşх ǵƺƺƥх ƀƺǠхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх ļƁŧưǵǨх
Ǝưх ǵƉŧƎǠх ļǵǵŧƮǝǵх ǵƺх ǨǝǠŧļşх ƀļƥǨŧх ļưşхƮƎǨЗ
ƥŧļşƎưƁхŘƥļƎƮǨхļŗƺǽǵхǵƉŧхƺưƁƺƎưƁх��ØT$Зͳͻх
ǝļưşŧƮƎŘϮх şƺŧǨх ưƺǵх ŧƥƎŘƎǵх ƮƺǠŧх ŘļǽǵƎƺǽǨх
ŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠхȕƉŧưхŘƺưƀǠƺưǵŧşхȕƎǵƉхǨǽǨǝƎŘƎƺǽǨх
ưŧȕǨϭ

ºƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧϮхƎưхŘƺưǵǠļǨǵхǵƺхŧȚƎǨǵƎưƁхŧȔƎşŧưŘŧх
ƺƀх­t­ЗǨǝŧŘƎɭŘхŧɪŧŘǵǨхЉ�ƺşŧхҸхØǠļƁļϮхʹͲͳͺϰх
­ǵƺŘƢƮļưưхŧǵхļƥϭϮхʹͲʹͲЊхǵƉŧхǝǠŧǨŧưǵŧşхɭưşЗ
ƎưƁǨх şƺх ưƺǵх ǨǽǝǝƺǠǵх ǵƉŧǨŧх ưƺǵƎƺưǨϭх OƺȕЗ
ŧȔŧǠϮх ǵƉŧх ŧȚǝƥƺǠļǵƺǠțх ļưļƥțǨƎǨх şƎşх ǠŧȔŧļƥх
ǨƺƮŧх ƎưǵŧǠŧǨǵƎưƁхɭưşƎưƁǨϭхºƉŧх ƥŧǨǨхǝļǠǵƎŘƎЗ
ǝļưǵǨхǨŧŧхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхļǨхļхǝǠƺŗƥŧƮхƺưх
ļх ­t­Ϯх ǵƉŧхƮƺǠŧх ƥƎƢŧƥțх ǵƉŧțх ļǠŧх ǵƺх ļǨǨŧǨǨх
ǵƉŧхưŧȕǨх Ǝưх ļх ƀļȔƺǽǠļŗƥŧхȕļțϭх Tưх ŘƺưǵǠļǨǵϮх
Ǝƀх ǝļǠǵƎŘƎǝļưǵǨх Ɖļşх ǨƉļǠŧşх ƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх
ŗŧƀƺǠŧϮх ǵƉŧțх ǵŧưşх ǵƺх ǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧх ǵƉŧх ưŧȕǨх ǵƺх
ŗŧхƮƺǠŧхŘǠŧşƎŗƥŧϭхÙƉƎƥŧхǵƉŧхɭǠǨǵхļǨǨƺŘƎļǵƎƺưх
ƎǨхƎưǵǽƎǵƎȔŧƥțхŘƥŧļǠϮхǵƉŧхƥļǵǵŧǠхǨŧŧƮǨхǨǽǠǝǠƎǨЗ
ƎưƁϭх�ưŧхȕƺǽƥşхŧȚǝŧŘǵхǵƉļǵхǵƉƺǨŧхȕƉƺхƉļşх
ƥƎƢŧƥțхǨƉļǠŧşхƮƎǨƥŧļşƎưƁхŘƥļƎƮǨхƎưхǵƉŧхǝļǨǵх
ŧȚŘŧǠǝǵхƮƺǠŧхŘļǽǵƎƺưхȕƉŧưхļǨƢŧşхǵƺхļǨǨŧǨǨх
ǵƉŧхǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхƺƀхưŧȕǨϭхºƉŧхƺǝǝƺǨƎǵŧх
ǨŧŧƮǨхƎưǨǵŧļşхǵƺхŗŧхǵƉŧхŘļǨŧϭх

ºƉŧхǠŧǨǽƥǵǨхƀǽǠǵƉŧǠƮƺǠŧхƎưşƎŘļǵŧхǵƉļǵхǝƺЗ
ƥƎǵƎŘļƥх ƺǠƎŧưǵļǵƎƺưх ƉļǨх ǝƺǨƎǵƎȔŧх ļǨǨƺŘƎļǵƎƺưх
ȕƎǵƉх ƉƎƁƉŧǠх ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨх ƟǽşƁŧƮŧưǵǨϭх
ºƉƎǨхɭưşƎưƁхƎǨхǽưǨǽǠǝǠƎǨƎưƁхļǨхļхǝļǠǵƎǨļưхŗƎļǨх
ƎǨхȕŧƥƥхşƺŘǽƮŧưǵŧşхƎưхǵƉŧхƥƎǵŧǠļǵǽǠŧхЉ�ǽƥƥƺŘƢх
ŧǵхļƥϭϮхʹͲͳͷϰхºļŗŧǠхҸхhƺşƁŧϮхʹͲͲ͸ϰхØļưх�ļȔŧƥх
Ҹх ¢ŧǠŧƎǠļϮх ʹͲͳͺЊϮх ǨƎưŘŧх ļƥƥх ǨǵƎƮǽƥƎх ǝǠŧǨŧưǵЗ
ŧşхƎưхǵƉƎǨхǨǽǠȔŧțхǠļǵƉŧǠхŗǽțхƎưǵƺхǠƎƁƉǵЗȕƎưƁх
ŘƺưǨǝƎǠļŘțх ǵƉŧƺǠƎŧǨϭх �ŧțƺưşх ǵƉļǵϮх ļх ƉƎƁƉŧǠх
ǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхƎǨхļǨǨƺŘƎļǵŧşхȕƎǵƉхƥƺȕŧǠх
ǵǠǽǨǵȕƺǠǵƉƎưŧǨǨхǠļǵƎưƁǨϮхļƥǨƺхƥļǠƁŧƥțхļƥƎƁưŧşх
ȕƎǵƉхŧȚƎǨǵƎưƁхƥƎǵŧǠļǵǽǠŧϭ



6. Limitations

.ǨǝŧŘƎļƥƥțхļǨǨǽƮǝǵƎƺưǨхƮļşŧхŗțхşǽļƥЗǝǠƺŘŧǨǨхƮƺşŧƥǨхǨǽƁƁŧǨǵхǵƉļǵхǨƉļƥƥƺȕхƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưх
ǝǠƺŘŧǨǨƎưƁхƎǨхşƺƮƎưļưǵхȕƉŧǠŧхƥƎǵǵƥŧхƮƺǵƎȔļǵƎƺưхƺǠхǠŧǨƺǽǠŘŧǨхŧȚƎǨǵхǵƺхǵƉƺǠƺǽƁƉƥțхļǨǨŧǨǨхƎưЗ
ƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхЉfļƉưŧƮļưưϮхʹͲͳͳϰх­ƉƎɪǠƎưхҸх­ŘƉưŧƎşŧǠϮхͳͻ͹͹ЊϭхOƎƁƉŧǠхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхƮļƢŧǨх
ŘǠŧşƎŗƎƥƎǵțх ļǨǨŧǨǨƮŧưǵǨхŧļǨƎŧǠϮхȕƉƎŘƉхǝǠƺǵŧŘǵǨхǽǨŧǠǨх ƀǠƺƮхƀļƥƥƎưƁх ƀƺǠх ƀļƥǨŧхƺǠхƮƎǨƥŧļşƎưƁх
ƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхǵƉļǵхļǝǝŧļǠǨхŘǠŧşƎŗƥŧхƁƎȔŧưхƎǵǨхǝǠŧǨŧưǵļǵƎƺưϭ

TưхǵƉŧхƀļŘŧхƺƀхǵƉŧǨŧхɭưşƎưƁǨϮхƎǵхŗŧŘƺƮŧǨхŘƥŧļǠхǵƉļǵхƀǽǠǵƉŧǠхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉхƎǨхưŧŧşŧşхǵƺхļşşǠŧǨǨх
ǵƉƎǨхļǝǝļǠŧưǵхƮƎǨƮļǵŘƉхƺƀхǝǽŗƥƎŘхǨŘļưşļƥǨхļưşхǵǠǽǨǵхƎưхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхǵƉŧхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхŧưƁļƁŧх
ȕƎǵƉхưŧȕǨхǝǠŧǨŧưǵŧşхƺưхǵƉŧǨŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨϭх�şşƎǵƎƺưļƥƥțϮхƀǽǠǵƉŧǠхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉхǨƉƺǽƥşхƎưȔŧǨǵƎƁļǵŧх
ȕļțǨхǵƺхƮļƢŧх­t­хƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхǝǠƺŗƥŧƮǨхƮƺǠŧхǨļƥƎŧưǵхǵƺхǽǨŧǠǨхļǨхļưхļǝǝǠƺļŘƉхǵƺхƮƎǵЗ
ƎƁļǵŧхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭхÙļǠưƎưƁхƥļŗŧƥǨϮхļǨхǽǨŧşхŗțхFļŘŧŗƺƺƢϮхºȕƎǵǵŧǠϮхļưşхßƺǽºǽŗŧϮхŘƺǽƥşхŗŧх
ļşļǝǵŧşхǵƺхƎưƺŘǽƥļǵŧхǽǨŧǠǨхļƁļƎưǨǵхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϮхŗțхǨƉƺȕƎưƁхƉƺȕхƀǠŧǟǽŧưǵхļưх­t­хƉļǨх
ŗŧŧưх ƎưȔƺƥȔŧşх ƎưхşƎǨǨŧƮƎưļǵƎưƁхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхƺȔŧǠхļхŘŧǠǵļƎưхǝŧǠƎƺşϮх ǵƉŧǠŧŗțх ƎưŘǠŧļǨƎưƁх
ǽǨŧǠǨЩхļȕļǠŧưŧǨǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхǨŧȔŧǠƎǵțхƺƀхǵƉŧхǝǠƺŗƥŧƮϭхºƉƎǨхŘƺǽƥşхǨŧǠȔŧхļǨхļхǨƎƮǝƥŧхƎưƺŘǽƥļǵƎƺưх
ǨǵǠļǵŧƁțхǵƉļǵхǨƎƮǽƥǵļưŧƺǽǨƥțхǨǵǠŧưƁǵƉŧưǨхǝǽŗƥƎŘхļŘŘƺǽưǵļŗƎƥƎǵțхƺƀх­t­хļǨхǵƉŧƎǠхƎưļŗƎƥƎǵțхƺǠх
ǽưȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхŘƺưǨǵǠļƎưхǵƉŧхǨǝǠŧļşхƺƀхƀļƥǨŧƉƺƺşǨхƎǨхƺưхşƎǨǝƥļțϭ

FǽǠǵƉŧǠƮƺǠŧϮхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉхƎưхǵƉƎǨхɭŧƥşхǨƉƺǽƥşхǝļțхƮƺǠŧхļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưхǵƺхǵƉŧхȔļǠƎƺǽǨхƀƺǠŘŧǨхƎưşƎЗ
ȔƎşǽļƥǨхļǠŧхŧȚǝƺǨŧşхǵƺхȕƉŧưхǽǨƎưƁхǵƉŧхƎưǵŧǠưŧǵхƺǠх­t­ϭх�ǨхşŧǨŘǠƎŗŧşхƎưхǵƉŧхļưļƥțǵƎŘļƥхƮƺşЗ
ŧƥϮхƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥǨхļǠŧхưƺǵхƺưƥțхļɪŧŘǵŧşхŗțхƎưǵǠļЗǝŧǠǨƺưхƀļŘǵƺǠǨхļưşхǵƉŧƎǠхƎƮƮŧşƎļǵŧхǝƉțǨƎŘļƥх
ŧưȔƎǠƺưƮŧưǵϮхŗǽǵхļƥǨƺхŗțхǨƎǵǽļǵƎƺưļƥхƀļŘǵƺǠǨхǵƉļǵхļɪŧŘǵхļưşхļǠŧхļɪŧŘǵŧşхŗțхǵƉŧƎǠхǽǨŧхƺƀхşƎƁЗ
ƎǵļƥхǵŧŘƉưƺƥƺƁțϮхǨǵǠŧǨǨϮхļưȚƎŧǵțϮхļưşхƺǵƉŧǠхŧƮƺǵƎƺưļƥхǨǵļǵŧǨϭхTǵхƎǨхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхŘǠǽŘƎļƥхǵƺхƀǽǠǵƉŧǠх
şƎǨǨŧŘǵхǵƉŧǨŧхşƎɪŧǠƎưƁхƥļțŧǠǨхƺƀхƎưǵŧǠŘƺưưŧŘǵŧşхƀļŘǵƺǠǨхǵƺхƁŧǵхļхŘƺƮǝǠŧƉŧưǨƎȔŧхǝƎŘǵǽǠŧхƺƀх
ƉƺȕхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưхƎǨхƎưɮǽŧưŘƎưƁхƎưşƎȔƎşǽļƥǨхļưşхȕƉļǵхȕŧхŘļưхşƺхǵƺхƎưŘǠŧļǨŧхưƺǵхƺưƥțхƎưЗ
şƎȔƎşǽļƥхŗǽǵхļƥǨƺхǨƺŘƎŧǵļƥхǠŧǨƎƥƎŧưŘŧϭ

�ǨǨŧǨǨƎưƁхǵƉŧхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхǵƺхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵхȕƎǵƉхǨŘǠŧŧưǨƉƺǵǨхƺƀхŘƺǽǠǨŧхƺɪŧǠǨхļхşƎɪŧǠŧưǵхŧȚǝŧЗ
ǠƎŧưŘŧхǵƉļưхŧưƁļƁƎưƁхȕƎǵƉхǵƉŧхļŘǵǽļƥхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮϭх­ƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļх ƎǨхşŧǨƎƁưŧşхǵƺх
ƁļƎưхļưşхƢŧŧǝхǵƺхļǵǵŧưǵƎƺưхƺƀхƎǵǨхǽǨŧǠǨхƎưхļхȕļțхǵƉļǵхƎǨхşƎɫŘǽƥǵхЉƎƀхļǵхļƥƥЊхǵƺхǠŧǝƥƎŘļǵŧхƎưхļхǠŧЗ
ǨŧļǠŘƉхŧưȔƎǠƺưƮŧưǵϭхTǵхƎǨхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхǠŧļǨƺưļŗƥŧхǵƺхļǨǨǽƮŧхǵƉļǵхşƎǠŧŘǵƥțхļǨǨŧǨǨƎưƁхŗŧƉļȔƎƺǽǠх
ȕƉƎƥŧхǝŧƺǝƥŧхŗǠƺȕǨŧхƺưхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхȕƺǽƥşхŗŧхļхƮƺǠŧхưļǵǽǠļƥх ļǝǝǠƺļŘƉϭхFǽǠǵƉŧǠƮƺǠŧϮх
ǵƉŧхǨŘǠŧŧưǨƉƺǵǨхǝǠŧǨŧưǵŧşх ƎưхǵƉƎǨхǝļǝŧǠхǨƉƺȕŧşхǵƉŧхȕŧŗхļǝǝƥƎŘļǵƎƺưǨхƺƀхǵƉŧхǠŧǨǝŧŘǵƎȔŧх
ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨϭхºƉŧǠŧхƎǨϮхƉƺȕŧȔŧǠϮхļхǨǽŗǨǵļưǵƎļƥхưǽƮŗŧǠхƺƀхǽǨŧǠǨхƎưǵŧǠļŘǵƎưƁхȕƎǵƉхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļх
ǵƉǠƺǽƁƉх ǵƉŧх ǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨЩхƮƺŗƎƥŧх ļǝǝǨϭх rƺŗƎƥŧх ļǝǝǨхƮƎƁƉǵх ƉļȔŧх ļх şƎɪŧǠŧưǵх ŧɪŧŘǵх ƺưх ŗŧЗ
ƉļȔƎƺǽǠļƥхƺǽǵŘƺƮŧǨхǵƉļưхǵƉŧƎǠхȕŧŗЗŗļǨŧşхŘƺǽưǵŧǠǝļǠǵǨϭхFǽǵǽǠŧхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉхǨƉƺǽƥşхļşşǠŧǨǨх
ǵƉƎǨхƎǨǨǽŧхļưşхƎşŧưǵƎƀțхǝƺǵŧưǵƎļƥхşƎɪŧǠŧưŘŧǨхƎưхȕŧŗхļưşхƮƺŗƎƥŧхļǝǝƥƎŘļǵƎƺưǨϭ

х�ǽƥǵǽǠļƥхļǨǝŧŘǵǨхƺƀхǵƉŧх­t­хļǠŧхļƥǨƺхưƺǵхļşşǠŧǨǨŧşхƎưхǵƉƎǨхǨǵǽşțϭхTǵхƎǨхǝƺǨǨƎŗƥŧхǵƉļǵхŘŧǠЗ
ǵļƎưхưƺǠƮǨхƀƺǠхƉƺȕхļх­t­хƎǨхǽǨŧşхŧƮŧǠƁŧхƺȔŧǠхǵƎƮŧϮхƮļƢƎưƁхļхưŧǵȕƺǠƢхƮƺǠŧхƺǠхƥŧǨǨхƥƎƢŧƥțх
ǵƺхƉƺǨǵхƮƎǨƎưƀƺǠƮļǵƎƺưϭхTǵхƎǨхƎƮļƁƎưļŗƥŧϮхƀƺǠхŧȚļƮǝƥŧϮхǵƉļǵхǵƉŧхŗǽǨƎưŧǨǨхŘƺưǵŧȚǵхƎưхȕƉƎŘƉх
hƎưƢŧşTưхƎǨхǽǨŧşхưƺǠƮļǵƎȔŧƥțхǠŧǨǵǠļƎưǨхǵƉŧхȕƎƥƥƎưƁưŧǨǨхƺƀхǽǨŧǠǨхǵƺхşƎǨŘǽǨǨхǨŧŧƮƎưƁƥțхŘƺưЗ
ǨǝƎǠļǵƺǠƎļƥхŘƥļƎƮǨϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨх¢ƎȥȥļGļǵŧхƺǠх¢ǠŧǨƎşŧưǵх�ŗļƮļЩǨхƀļƥǨŧƥțхŘƥļƎƮŧşхШƮƎǨǨƎưƁЩхŗƎǠǵƉх
ŘŧǠǵƎɭŘļǵŧϭ

IS SOCIAL MEDIA AFFECTING THE PERCEIVED TRUSTWORTHINESS OF MISINFORMATION?
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TưхŘƺưǵǠļǨǵϮхºŧƥŧƁǠļƮЩǨхļǵǵǠļŘǵƎƺưхǵƺхǠƎƁƉǵЗȕƎưƁхŧȚǵǠŧƮƎǨǵхƁǠƺǽǝǨϮхǨǽŘƉхļǨх¤�ưƺưхŘƺưǨǝƎǠЗ
ļŘƎǨǵǨϮхƮƎƁƉǵхŘǠŧļǵŧхǵƉŧхƎƮǝǠŧǨǨƎƺưхǵƉļǵхǵƉƎǨхǵțǝŧхƺƀхŘƺưǵŧưǵхƎǨхȕŧƥŘƺƮŧхƺưхǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮх
ļưşхŘƺƮƮǽưƎǵțϭх�ǨƎşŧхƀǠƺƮхǵƉŧхǨǵǠǽŘǵǽǠļƥхşƎɪŧǠŧưŘŧǨхşƎǨŘǽǨǨŧşхƎưхǵƉƎǨхǨǵǽşțϮхƎǵхƎǨхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧх
ǝƺǨǨƎŗƥŧхǵƉļǵхŗŧƉļȔƎƺǠļƥхưƺǠƮǨхŧƮŧǠƁŧхƺưхşƎɪŧǠŧưǵх­t­хƺȔŧǠхǵƎƮŧϮхşŧǝŧưşƎưƁхƺưхǵƉŧхƢƎưşх
ƺƀхǽǨŧǠǨхǵƉŧхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮǨхƮļưļƁŧхǵƺхļǵǵǠļŘǵϭхºƉļǵхƮƎƁƉǵхŗŧхŧǨǝŧŘƎļƥƥțхǵƉŧхŘļǨŧхƀƺǠхǨƺƮŧх­t­х
ǵƉļǵхļǠŧхƎưƎǵƎļƥƥțхǨŧƥŧŘǵŧşхŗțхǽǨŧǠǨхƀƺǠхȔŧǠțхǝļǠǵƎŘǽƥļǠхǠŧļǨƺưǨхЙхºŧƥŧƁǠļƮϮхƀƺǠхŧȚļƮǝƥŧϮхȕļǨх
ƎưƎǵƎļƥƥțхŘƉƺǨŧưхŗțхƮļưțхƀƺǠхƎǵǨхƉƎƁƉхŧưŘǠțǝǵƎƺưхǨǵļưşļǠşǨϭ
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Appendix 1: Analysis of covariates

Appendix

¢ƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхļưşхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхǽǨļƁŧхȕŧǠŧхƎưǵŧưşŧşхǵƺхǨŧǠȔŧхļǨхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧǨхƎưхǵƉŧхƮƺşЗ
ŧƥϭхºƺхƀǽƥɭƥхǵƉŧхŘǠƎǵŧǠƎƺưхƺƀхƎưşŧǝŧưşŧưŘŧхƀǠƺƮхǵǠŧļǵƮŧưǵϮхŗƺǵƉхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧǨхȕŧǠŧхļưļƥțǨŧşхǵƺх
ǽǨƎưƁхļưх�t�Ø�хļǝǝǠƺļŘƉϭхºļŗƥŧхͶхǨƉƺȕǨхǵƉŧхşŧǨŘǠƎǝǵƎȔŧхǨǵļǵƎǨǵƎŘǨхƀƺǠхŗƺǵƉхŘƺȔļǠƎļǵŧǨϭхºƉŧх
�t�Ø�хǠŧȔŧļƥŧşхļхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵхǝƥļǵƀƺǠƮхşƎɪŧǠŧưŘŧхƀƺǠхƀǠŧǟǽŧưŘțхƺƀхǽǨŧхFЉ͹Ϯхͺ͵ͻЊхѵхͳͻϭ͵͹Ϯхǝхѵх
ϭͻʹϭхFǠŧǟǽŧưŘțхƺƀхǽǨŧхŘƺǽƥşхǵƉŧǠŧƀƺǠŧхưƺǵхŗŧхƎưŘƥǽşŧşхƎưхǵƉŧх�t��Ø�ϭхtƺхşƎɪŧǠŧưŘŧǨхļǠŧх
ƀƺǽưşхƀƺǠхǝƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥхƢưƺȕƥŧşƁŧхFЉ͹ϮͺͶͷЊхѵхͳϭ͹ͶϮхǝхѵхϭͲͻхļưşхƎǨхƉŧưŘŧхƎưŘƥǽşŧşхƎưхǵƉŧх�t��Ø�ϭ

Discord

Facebook

Instagram

LinkedIn

Telegram

Twitter

WhatsApp

AP

Total

2.49 (1.22)

2.28 (1.30)

2.23 (1.34)

2.22 (1.32)

2.50 (1.19)

2.32 (1.38)

2.40 (1.31)

1.99 (1.30)

2.30 (1.30)

101

108

107

100

110

107

112

109

854

2.03 (1.01)

3.04 (0.90)

2.88 (0.09)

2.45 (0.87)

1.93 (0.98)

2.60 (0.89)

2.70 (1.16)

2.10 (0.92)

2.47 (1.03)

M (SD)N

Political KnowledgePlatform

M (SD)

Frequency of use

Table 4: Descriptive statistics for covariates

Note. All variables assessed on a 7-point Likert scale, with 1 = very untrustworthy / very unlikely to 7 = 
very trustworthy / very likely.



Appendix 2: Item-level descriptive statistics

ºļŗƥŧхͷхǨƉƺȕǨхǵƉŧхƎǵŧƮЗƥŧȔŧƥхǨǵļǵƎǨǵƎŘǨхƀƺǠхļƥƥхşŧǝŧưşŧưǵхȔļǠƎļŗƥŧǨϮхļȔŧǠļƁŧşхļŘǠƺǨǨхǝƥļǵЗ
ƀƺǠƮǨϭ

BLM

RBG

BW

Gates

HO

USPS

BLM

RBG

BW

Gates

HO

USPS

Biden

-.363

-.381

.038

-.154

-.149

-.154

.188

.231

.369

.310

.309

.303

.371

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

4.27

4.28

3.74

3.93

3.93

4.00

3.41

3.35

3.17

3.25

3.23

3.24

3.17

1.84

1.64

1.85

1.82

1.86

1.78

2.01

1.93

2.05

1.99

2.04

1.99

2.01

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

Statistic

Statistic

N

N

M

M

SD

SD

SkewnessItem

Trust

Sharing

SE

SE

Table 5: Item-level descriptive statistics
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BLM

RBG

BW

Gates

HO

USPS

Biden

BLM

RBG

BW

Gates

HO

USPS

Biden

.385

.277

.406

.360

.432

.365

.451

.002

.131

.178

.158

.121

.132

.252

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

855

3.15

3.28

3.11

3.22

3.09

3.21

3.09

3.70

3.49

3.45

3.49

3.52

3.50

3.37

2.02

1.91

2.00

2.04

2.00

2.01

2.02

2.07

1.99

2.12

2.09

2.09

2.05

2.09

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

.084

StatisticN M SDInteracting

Forwarding

SE



¢ƺƥ­ŘƎхЉ¥ƺƮļưƎļưхdƺǽǠưļƥхƺƀх¢ƺƥƎǵƎŘļƥх­ŘƎŧưŘŧЊхƎǨхļхŗƎЗļưưǽļƥхƟƺǽǠưļƥхŧşƎǵŧşхŗțхǵƉŧх¥ƺƮļЗ
ưƎļưх�ŘļşŧƮƎŘх­ƺŘƎŧǵțхЉ¥�­Њϭх¢ƺƥ­ŘƎхƎǨхƎưşŧȚŧşхŗțхT­TхºƉƺƮǨƺưхǽưşŧǠхǵƉŧх­ƺŘƎļƥх­ŘƎŧưŘŧǨх
�ƎǵļǵƎƺưхTưşŧȚхļưşхŗțхƺǵƉŧǠхǝǠƺƮƎưŧưǵхƎưǨǵƎǵǽǵƎƺưǨхǨǽŘƉхļǨхT¢­�ϮхG.­T­Ϯх.�­��Ϯх�..�hх
ļưşх¢Ǡƺ¤ǽŧǨǵϭх¢ǠŧȔƎƺǽǨх¢ƺƥ­ŘƎхŘƺưǵǠƎŗǽǵƺǠǨхƎưŘƥǽşŧхFǠļưŘƎǨхFǽƢǽțļƮļϮхhļǠǠțх$ƎļƮƺưşх
ƺǠх¢ƉƎƥƎǝǝŧх­ŘƉƮƎǵǵŧǠϮхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхļхǨƎƁưƎɭŘļưǵхưǽƮŗŧǠхƺƀхțƺǽưƁхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉŧǠǨϭхºƉŧхdƺǽǠЗ
ưļƥхȕŧƥŘƺƮŧǨхļŘļşŧƮƎŘхǝļǝŧǠǨϮхǠŧȔƎŧȕǨхƺƀхǠŧŘŧưǵхǝǽŗƥƎŘļǵƎƺưǨхļưşхļưưƺǽưŘŧƮŧưǵǨхƺƀх
ƀƺǠǵƉŘƺƮƎưƁхȔƺƥǽƮŧǨхļǨхȕŧƥƥхļǨхŘƺưǵǠƎŗǽǵƎƺưǨхƀǠƺƮхȔļǠƎƺǽǨхɭŧƥşǨхƺƀхǠŧǨŧļǠŘƉхƎưхǵƉŧхǨƺŘƎļƥх
ǨŘƎŧưŘŧǨϭ

Submissions are now being accepted for the Winter 2021 issue, and subsequent vol-
umes.

¢ƥŧļǨŧхǨǽŗƮƎǵхțƺǽǠхȕƺǠƢхǨļȔŧşхļǨхļхrƎŘǠƺǨƺƀǵхÙƺǠşхşƺŘǽƮŧưǵхļǵхpolsci@sar.org.roϭх
­ǽŗƮƎǨǨƎƺưǨхļǠŧхǠŧŘŧƎȔŧşхƺưхļхǠƺƥƥƎưƁхŗļǨƎǨϭх.ȚǝŧŘǵŧşхǵǽǠưƺȔŧǠхƎǨхƺƀх͸ͲхşļțǨϭх

fƎưşƥțхưƺǵŧхǵƉļǵхȕŧхȕƎƥƥхưƺǵхǠŧȔƎŧȕхƮļưǽǨŘǠƎǝǵǨхǵƉļǵхƉļȔŧхļƥǠŧļşțхŗŧŧưхǝǽŗƥƎǨƉŧşϮхļǠŧх
ǨŘƉŧşǽƥŧşхƀƺǠхǝǽŗƥƎŘļǵƎƺưхŧƥǨŧȕƉŧǠŧϮхƺǠхƉļȔŧхŗŧŧưхǨƎƮǽƥǵļưŧƺǽǨƥțхǨǽŗƮƎǵǵŧşхǵƺхļưƺǵƉŧǠх
ƟƺǽǠưļƥϭ

ºƉŧх¥ƺƮļưƎļưх�ŘļşŧƮƎŘх­ƺŘƎŧǵțхǠŧǟǽƎǠŧǨхǵƉŧхļǨǨƎƁưƮŧưǵхƺƀхcopyright.хTƀхțƺǽхļǠŧхƎưЗ
ǵŧǠŧǨǵŧşхƎưхǨǽŗƮƎǵǵƎưƁхļưхļǠǵƎŘƥŧϮхǝƥŧļǨŧхȔƎǨƎǵхƺǽǠхȕŧŗǨƎǵŧхƀƺǠхşŧǵļƎƥǨхƺưхǵƉŧххAuthors’  
Guidelinesϭ

rļưļƁƎưƁх.şƎǵƺǠ

ºŧƥϯхͲͲͶͲхʹͳʹхͳͳͳхͶʹͶ
.ЗƮļƎƥϯхǝƺƥǨŘƎҷǨļǠϭƺǠƁϭǠƺ

һхʹͲʹͳх¥ƺƮļưƎļưх�ŘļşŧƮƎŘх­ƺŘƎŧǵț
T­­tхͳͷͺʹЗͶͷ͸Þ

Call for Papers from 
the Romanian Journal 
of Political Science 
(PolSci)

Volume 21, No 2, Winter 2021

http://www.sar.org.ro/polsci/?page_id=75
http://www.sar.org.ro/polsci/?page_id=841
http://www.sar.org.ro/polsci/?page_id=841


ROMANIAN JOURNAL OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

140

Corruption and globalization: 
an overview
fļǵƉŧǠƎưŧхÙƎƥƢƎưǨ

Framing the largest recent Romanian protests:  
a content analysis of European online newspapers
rŧşļхrǽŘǽưşƺǠƀŧļưǽ

Political parties and the state in Romania: 
between dependence on state resources and its capture
�ǠƎǨǵƎưļхrļǵƎǽǵļ

Strong state, weak society 
State capacity, economic development and 
clientelism in modern Russia
�ƥŧƢǨļưşǠхGǽǠƎļưƺȔ

Content optimization in political communication:
lessons from the fake news production sites 
in Veles, Macedonia
¥ļƥǽŘļх¢ŧǵǠŧϮх­ļǠļхºǠļƟŘƢƉŧȔǨƢļ

TǨхǨƺŘƎļƥхƮŧşƎļхļɪŧŘǵƎưƁхǵƉŧхǝŧǠŘŧƎȔŧşх
trustworthiness of misinformation?
Evidence from experimental comparisons
�ƉǠƎǨǵƺǝƉхrϭх�ŗŧƥǨ

ØƺƥǽƮŧхʹͳϮхtoхͳϮх­ǽƮƮŧǠхʹͲʹͳ


