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Openness and Closure are 
Relational
Not Binary

What kind of values and relationships do we want our 
technology and infrastructure to nourish? 



Other questions I have been pondering
How are large-scale digital platforms constructed by corporate 
publishers shape and reconfigure knowledge production and 
circulation?

How do these platforms prescribe the governance of academic 
labor in powerful but invisible ways through AI and datafication?

How can new imaginaries and narratives of open scholarship be 
developed to address the structural inequities in knowledge 
production and labour precarity perpetuated by these 
platforms?

As infrastructure are inherently relational, what kind of values 
and relationships do we want our infrastructure to nourish? 

These are socio-
political questions, 
not strictly 
technical. But they 
are foundational.



Deb Verhoeven, 2022. "Scholarship in a Clopen World ." Pop! Public. Open. 
Participatory. no. 4. https://doi.org/10.54590/pop.2022.002. 

…rather than identifying 
“one-size fits all” 
checklists that define 
open scholarship we 
could rather see 
scholarship as engaged 
in dynamic processes of 
“clopenness”.

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3680-3561
https://doi.org/10.54590/pop.2022.002


Relationship between Openness and Closure

1.there are social risks to both being either fully open and/or closed,
2.closure and openness are not mutually exclusive or opposite states,
3.there are uneven social consequences and overlooked human costs 

to managing processes of opening and closing, and
4.existing systems (technical, political, moral) for regulating acts of 

opening and closing serve to bolster privileged commercial, 
individual, institutional and social beneficiaries.

Who benefits from unfettered openness, and who suffers the harms? 

Deb Verhoeven, 2022. "Scholarship in a Clopen World ." Pop! Public. Open. 
Participatory. no. 4. https://doi.org/10.54590/pop.2022.002. 

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3680-3561
https://doi.org/10.54590/pop.2022.002




https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/

https://www.dair-institute.org/

https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/
https://www.dair-institute.org/


https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/s3-e2/

https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/s3-e2/


How Digital 
Infrastructure Exclude

• Protocols
• Standard setting 
• Vertical and Horizontal 

Integration
• Platformitization
• Algorithmic Governance 



”Surveillance Publishing” and  Algorithmic Governance

“a form of social ordering that relies on coordination between actors, 
[which] is based on rules and incorporates particularly complex 
computer-based epistemic procedures,” but are not transparent to 
those whose behavior is being shaped (Katzenbach and Ulbricht, 2019).

Katzenbach, C., & Ulbricht, L. (2019). Algorithmic governance. Internet Policy Review, 8(4). 
https://policyreview.info/concepts/algorithmic-governance

https://policyreview.info/concepts/algorithmic-governance


https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/s3-ep-4/

https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/s3-ep-4/


The lure of increasing 
speed, discovery 

efficiency, 
productivity, and 
competitiveness

The Myth of Endless Growth 

Metrics 
Rankings

Op
en
ne
ss



”FAIR” is not CARE
• Data as detached, free 

flowing, devoid of social 
contexts, ready to be 
extracted, refined, and 
transformed 

• Why prioritizing “machine 
readability”? 
• Who owns and controls the 

extractive machineries? 
• What roles for AI? 



https://twitter.com/craigjcalhoun/status/16144566363
11240710





“most research rhetoric waxes the 
poetics of empire: to discover, to chart 
new terrain, to seek new frontiers, to 
explore, and so on. The academy’s 
unrelenting need to produce ‘original 
research’ is what makes the inquiry an 
invading structure, not an event.”

(E.Tuck and K.W.Yang, ‘Unbecoming Claims: 
Pedagogies of Refusal in Qualitative Research’, 
Qualitative Inquiry, 20, 2014, pp. 811–8)

“the act of extraction removes all 
of the relationships that give 
whatever is being extracted 
meaning . . . extracting is stealing –
it is taking without consent, 
without thought, care or even 
knowledge of the impacts that 
extraction has on the other living 
things in that environment. That’s 
always been a part of colonialism 
and conquest.”

(L.B.Simpson, As We Have Always Done: 
Indigenous Freedom through Radical 
Resistance (Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press, 2017), p. 75.



“… the extractivist mindset isn’t about having a conversation and 
having a dialogue and bringing in indigenous [sic] knowledge on the 
terms of indigenous [sic] peoples . . . Because I think when people 
extract things, they’re taking and they’re running and they’re using it 
for just their own good . . . The alternative is deep reciprocity. It’s 
respect, it’s relationship, it’s responsibility, and it’s local.”
(L.B.Simpson, As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom through 
Radical Resistance (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2017), 
p. 75.



CARE principles for 
Indigenous data 
governance 
emphasize 

It is a reminder of the 
long historical injustice of 
extractivism and 
colonialism and why they 
need to be redressed

https://www.torontomu.ca/programs/undergraduate/child-youth-care/

Collective Benefit, 
Authority to Control, 
Responsibility and 
Ethics

https://www.gida-global.org/care
https://www.torontomu.ca/programs/undergraduate/child-youth-care/


Sustainability
” … we might think about it as an epistemological 
issue. Sustainability is a complex system, but also, 
a complex epistemological object, one that cannot 
be contained in mechanistic, deterministic, and 
models.” (Drucker 2021:91)

“The issue that remains is not simply, how do we 
work computationally, but instead, how do we 
expose the ideological stakes in pitting an 
approach to knowledge as a complex system 
against one that imagines it to be instrumental 
and deterministic.” (Drucker 2021:92) 
Drucker, J. (2021). Sustainability and complexity: Knowledge and authority in the 
digital humanities. Digital Scholarship in the Humanities, 36(Supplement_2), ii86–ii94. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqab025

https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqab025


Openness is Relational, 
not Binary 

• Relationality requires mutual care, 
trust building, time, intention, 
patience, understanding, respect, 
reciprocity 

Post-Covid world?
• Degrowth – scaling small, 

centering local, resilience, 
regeneration, convivial thinking
• Embrace slowness and collective 

care – a different operating 
system 



“Can you imagine a world where nature is understood as full 
of relatives not resources, where inalienable rights are 
balanced with inalienable responsibilities and where wealth 
itself is measured not by resource ownership and control, 
but by the number of good relationships we maintain in the 
complex and diverse life-systems of this blue green planet?” D.Wildcat, ‘Introduction: Climate Change and Indigenous Peoples of the USA’, An 

Interdisciplinary, International Journal Devoted to the Description, Causes and 
Implications of Climatic Change, 120, 2013, p. 515.



Open Scholarship as Praxis of Making Good Relations



https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/collaborativeindigenousresearch (Prof. Eve Tuck)

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/collaborativeindigenousresearch


Questions? 


