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Goals

Cydalima perspectalis (BTM) is an insect that
originates from East Asia. It was first found in
Europe in 2006 and quickly spread to most
European countries. It has been detected in
North America in September 2018. BTM is a
serious pest of nearly all Buxus spp. The larvae
typically cause complete defoliation and can
feed on the bark of boxwood trees, leading to
tree death. Several research projects have been
commissioned in Europe which have increased
knowledge on the pest. In North America,
research programs on BTM have started
recently. The project aims to support knowledge
exchange on the management of BTM.
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Objectives

The objectives of the project are:

*To develop enhanced monitoring methods
(such as traps, pheromone or kairomone
combinations)

To study the biology, population ecology, and
behaviour of BTM

*To evaluate the use of mating disruption
methods

*To develop efficient mass-rearing methods on
artificial diet to support research

*To investigate the potential for classical
biological control of BTM

*To investigate management protocols based on
Btk, baculoviruses and chemical pesticide

*To evaluate the sterile insect technique.

Key outputs and results
Validated measures for the management of
Cydalima perspectalis.
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