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The Goal of this project: 

This research project will examine the 150 psalms for the spiritual awareness each 

Psalm offers. Each Psalm will be examined by its language and the commentary 

of the Sages. The spiritual awareness analysis will be done in alignment with Ari's 

definition of the Tree of life, the Book of Creation, and the Zohar. Each verse 

of the Psalm will be rewritten using the intent of the language and spiritual 

commentary to convey its spiritual lesson.  

 

The Main Resources:  

The Zohar 

   The Book of Creation 

   Ari's writing on the Tree of Life and the Ten Sefirot 

   The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

   Samson Hirsch's commentary on the Psalms 

Tehillim – Psalms – A new translation with a commentary 

anthologized from the Talmudic and rabbinic sources 

Accordance Bible Software 
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Psalm 89 
 

New American Standard 1995 

 
Psa. 89:0   A †Maskil of °Ethan ^the 
Ezrahite. 
 
Psa. 89:1     I will asing of the 
lovingkindness of the LORD forever;  
 To all generations I will bmake 
known Your cfaithfulness with my 
mouth. 
2   For I have said, “aLovingkindness 
will be built up forever;  
 In the heavens You will establish 
Your bfaithfulness.” 
3   “I have made a covenant with aMy 
chosen;  
 I have bsworn to David My 
servant, 
4   I will establish your aseed forever  
 And build up your bthrone to all 
generations.” 1Selah. 
 
Psa. 89:5     The aheavens will praise 
Your wonders, O LORD;  
 Your faithfulness also bin the 
assembly of the choly ones. 
6   For awho in the skies is 
comparable to the LORD?  
 Who among the 1bsons of the 
mighty is like the LORD, 
7   A God agreatly feared in the 
council of the bholy ones,  
 And cawesome above all those 
who are around Him? 
8   O LORD God of hosts, awho is 
like You, O mighty 1LORD?  

Hebrew 
 

Psa. 89:1   2מַ֝שׂכְּיִ֗ל לאְיֵתָן֥ הָאֶֽזרְָחִיֽ׃ 
ר   חַסְֽדֵי֣ יהְ֭והָ עফלָם֣ אָשִׁי֑רָה לדְֹ֥

כִּיֽ־ 3ודָֹ֓ר ׀ אফדִ֖יעַ אֱמוּנתְָ֣ۨ בְּפִיֽ׃  
אָמַ֗רְתּיִ עফ֭לםָ חֶסֶ֣ד יבִָּנהֶ֑ שׁמַָ֓יםִ ׀  

כָּרַתִּ֣יֽ בְרִ֭ית  4תָּכִן֖ אֱמוּנתְָ֣ۨ בָהֶםֽ׃  
י׃     5לבִחְיִרִי֑ נשִׁ֝בְַּע֗תְּיִ לדְָודִ֥ עַבדְִּֽ

ד־עফ֭לםָ אָכִי֣ן זרְַעֶ֑ۨ וּבָניִ֨תיִ  עַ
ויফְ֘ד֤וּ   6לדְרֹ־ודফָ֖ר כִּסְאֲ֣ۨ סֶלֽהָ׃  

שׁמַָי֣םִ פִּלאְֲ֣ۨ יהְוָה֑ אַף־אֱמ֝וּֽנתְָۨ֗  
כִּי֤ מִי֣ בַשּׁ֭חַַק   7בִּקהְַל֥ קדְשִֹׁיֽם׃  

ۧ ליַהוָה֑ ידְִמֶה֥ ליַ֝הוהָ֗ בִּבְניֵ֥   יעֲַרֹ֣
ץ בְּסফד־קדְשִֹׁי֣ם  אֵל֣ נעֲַ֭רָ  8אֵליִם׃  

  9רַבָּה֑ ונফְ֝רָ֗א עַל־כָּל־סְביִבָיֽו׃ 
 ۨফֽ֖ת מִיֽ־כָמফ֗יהְוָה֤ ׀ אֱ֘۩הֵי֤ צבְָא

 10חֲסִי֥ן ׀ יהָּ֑ ואֱֶ֝מוּֽנתְָۨ֗ סְביִבফתֶיֽۨ׃ 
ָ֗יו  אַתָּה֣ מফ֭שׁלֵ בּגְאֵ֣וּת היַּםָ֑ בְּשফׂ֥א גלַּ֝

כִּא֣תָ  אַתָּה֤ דִ  11אַתָּה֥ תְשׁבַּחְֵםֽ׃  
֥ רְתָּ   ַ כחֶָלָל֣ רָהַ֑ב בִּזרফְ֥עַ עֻ֝זְּۨ֗ פִּזּ

לְ֣ۨ שׁמָ֭יַםִ אַף־לְ֥ۨ אָרֶ֑ץ   12אফיבְֶיֽۨ׃ 
צפফָ֣ן   13תֵּבֵל֥ וּמְ֝۩אָ֗הּ אַתָּה֥ יסְַדְתָּםֽ׃  

ויְ֭מָיִן אַתָּה֣ בְרָאתָם֑ תָּבফ֥ר וחְֶ֝רְמফ֗ן  
ফעַ עםִ־לְ֣ۨ זרְ֭ 14בְּשׁמְִ֥ۨ ירְַנּנֵֽוּ׃  

ֽ ۨ׃     15גּבְוּרָה֑ תָּעֹז֥ ידְָ֝ۨ֗ תָּר֥וּם ימְיִנֶ
צֶדֶ֣ק וּמִ֭שׁפְּטָ מכফְ֣ן כִּסְאֶ֑ۨ חֶס֥דֶ  
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 Your faithfulness also surrounds 
You. 
9   You rule the swelling of the sea;  
 When its waves rise, You astill 
them. 
10   You Yourself crushed 1aRahab like 
one who is slain;  
 You bscattered Your enemies with 
2Your mighty arm. 
 
Psa. 89:11     The aheavens are Yours, 
the earth also is Yours;  
 The bworld and 1all it contains, 
You have founded them. 
12   The anorth and the south, You 
have created them;  
 bTabor and cHermon dshout for 
joy at Your name. 
13   You have 1a strong arm;  
 Your hand is mighty, Your aright 
hand is exalted. 
14   aRighteousness and justice are the 
foundation of Your throne;  
 bLovingkindness and 1truth go 
before You. 
15   How blessed are the people who 
know the 1ajoyful sound!  
 O LORD, they walk in the blight 
of Your countenance. 
16   In aYour name they rejoice all the 
day,  
 And by Your righteousness they 
are exalted. 
17   For You are the glory of atheir 
strength,  
 And by Your favor 1our bhorn is 
exalted. 
18   For our ashield belongs to the 
LORD,  
 1And our king to the bHoly One 
of Israel. 

אַשׁרְֵי֣ הָעָ֭ם   16ואֱֶ֝מֶ֗ת יְקַֽדְּמ֥וּ פָניֶֽۨ׃  
יফדְעֵי֣ תְרוּעָה֑ יהְ֝והָ֗ בְּאফֽר־פָּניֶ֥ۨ  

ל־היফַּ֑ם בְּשׁ֭מְִۨ יגְיִלוּ֣ן כָּ 17יהְַלּכֵוּֽן׃  
כִּיֽ־תִפְאֶרֶ֣ת  18וּבְצדְִקָתְ֥ۨ ירָֽוּמוּ׃  

עֻזּמফָ֣ אָתָּ֑ה וּבִ֝רְצנְֹۨ֗ תָּרִים [תּרָ֥וּם]  
יהוהָ מָגֽנִּנֵ֑וּ ולְקִדফְ֖שׁ   19קַרְננֵֽוּ׃   ֽ֭ כִּי֣ לַ

אָז֤ דִּבַּרְ֥תָּ־ֽבחְָ֡זফן   20ישִׂרְָאֵל֣ מלַכְֵּנֽוּ׃  
ֹ֗אמֶר שׁוִּיִ֣תיִ עֵז֭רֶ עלַ־ לַחֲֽסיִדֶי֗ۨ ותַּ

 21גּבফִּ֑ר הֲרִימফ֖תיִ בחָ֣וּר מֵעָםֽ׃  
מָצ֭אָתיִ דָּודִ֣ עַבְדִּי֑ בְּשֶׁמ֖ןֶ קָדְשִׁי֣  

אֲשֶׁר֣ ידִָ֭י תִּכফּ֣ן עמফִּ֑   22מְשׁחְַתִּיֽו׃ 
לאֹֽ־ישִַּׁא֣   23אַף־זרফְעִי֥ תְאַמְּצֶנּֽוּ׃  

 ְ  24עַנּנֶּֽוּ׃  אফיבֵ֣ בফּ֑ וּבֶן־עוַ֝לְָ֗ה לאֹ֣ י
֣יו צרָָי֑ו וּמְשׂנַאְָי֥ו  וכְַתফּתִי֣ מִפָּנָ

וֶאֶֽמֽוּנתִָי֣ וחְַסְדִּי֣ עמফִּ֑  25אגফֶּֽף׃ 
ושְׂמְַתִּי֣ ביַּםָ֣  26וּבִ֝שׁמְִ֗י תָּר֥וּם קַרְנফֽ׃  
הוּ֣א יקִ֭רְָאנֵיִ  27ידফָ֑ וּבַֽנּהְָרফ֥ת ימְיִנফֽ׃ 

ִ֗י וְ    28צוּ֣ר ישְׁוּעָתִיֽ׃  אָב֣יִ אָתָּ֑ה אלֵ֝
אַף־אָנ֭יִ בְּכফ֣ר אֶתְּנהֵ֑וּ עלֶ֝יফְ֗ן 

לעফְ֭לָ֗ם אשֶׁמফְר־ 29למְַלכְיֵ־אָרֶֽץ׃  
[אֶשׁמְָר]־לফ֣ חַסְדִּי֑ וּבְ֝רִיתִ֗י נאֱֶמֶנ֥תֶ  

ושְׂמְַתִּי֣ לעַָד֣ זרְַעফ֑ וכְִ֝סְאফ֗   30לফֽ׃  
ניָו אִם־יעַַֽזבְוּ֣ בָ֭  31כּיִמֵי֥ שׁמָָיֽםִ׃ 

 32תফּרָתִי֑ וּבְ֝מִשׁפְּטָיַ֗ לאֹ֣ ילֵכֵוּֽן׃  
אִם־חֻקֹּתַי֥ יחְַלֵּל֑וּ וּמִ֝צফְתַ֗י לאֹ֣ 

וּפָקַדְתִּי֣ בְשֵׁב֣טֶ פִּשׁעְָם֑   33ישִׁמְֹֽרוּ׃  
וחְַ֭סְדִּי לאֹֽ־אָפִי֣ר   34וּבִנגְעִָי֥ם עফֲנםָֽ׃ 

  35מֵעֽמফִּ֑ ולְאֹֽ־אֲשׁ֝קֵַּר֗ בֶּאֱמוּנתִָיֽ׃  
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Psa. 89:19     1Once You spoke in vision 
to Your godly 2ones,  
 And said, “I have 3given help to 
one who is amighty;  
 I have exalted one bchosen from 
the people. 
20   “I have afound David My servant;  
 With My holy boil I have anointed 
him, 
21   With whom aMy hand will be 
established;  
 My arm also will bstrengthen him. 
22   “The enemy will not 1deceive him,  
 Nor the 2ason of wickedness 
afflict him. 
23   “But I shall acrush his adversaries 
before him,  
 And strike those who hate him. 
24   “My afaithfulness and My 
lovingkindness will be with him,  
 And in My name his bhorn will be 
exalted. 
25   “I shall also set his hand aon the 
sea  
 And his right hand on the rivers. 
26   “He will cry to Me, ‘You are amy 
Father,  
 My God, and the brock of my 
salvation.’ 
27   “I also shall make him My 
afirstborn,  
 The bhighest of the kings of the 
earth. 
28   “My alovingkindness I will keep 
for him forever,  
 And My bcovenant shall be 
confirmed to him. 
29   “So I will establish his 
1adescendants forever  

לאֹ־אחֲַלֵּל֥ בְּרִיתִי֑ וּמফצָא֥ שְׂ֝פָתַ֗י  
אחַַ֭ת נשִׁבְַּע֣תְּיִ   36לאֹ֣ אשֲׁנַּהֶֽ׃  

זרְַ֭עফ   37בְקָדְשִׁי֑ אִֽם־לדְָודִ֥ אֲכזַּבֵֽ׃  
י׃   לעফְלָם֣ יהִיְהֶ֑ וכְִסְאফ֖ כַשֶּׁמֶ֣שׁ נגֶדְִּֽ

כּיְ֭רֵָחַ יכফִּ֣ן עফלָם֑ ועְֵד֥ בַּשּׁ֝חַַ֗ק   38
ואְַתָּה֣ זנָ֭חְַתָּ ותִַּמְאָס֑   39מָן֥ סֶלֽהָ׃  נאֱֶ

נאֵַ֭רְתָּה   40הִ֝תְעַבַּרְ֗תָּ עםִ־מְשׁיִחֶֽۨ׃  
 41בְּרִי֣ת עַבְדֶּ֑ۨ חִלַּל֖תְָּ לאָָרֶ֣ץ נזִרফְֽ׃  
פָּרַצ֥תְָּ כָל־גּדְֵרתָֹי֑ו שַׂמְ֖תָּ מִבְצרָָי֣ו  

  שׁסַֻּ֭הוּ כָּל־עֹבְ֣רֵי דָרֶ֑ۧ 42מחְִתָּה׃  
הֲ֭רִימফתָ  43היָהָ֥ חֶ֝רְפָּה֗ לשִׁכְֵניָֽו׃  

 44ימְִי֣ן צרָָי֑ו הִ֝שׂמְַ֗חְתָּ כָּל־אফיבְָיֽו׃ 
  ফֹ֗ולְאֹ֥ הֲ֝קיֵמת ফּ֑אַף־תָּשׁ֭יִב צוּ֣ר חַרְב

הִשׁבְַּתָּ֥ מטְִּהָרফ֑  45בַּמִּלחְָמָהֽ׃  
ֽ רְתָּה׃   הִק֭צְרְַתָּ   46וכְִ֝סְאফ֗ לאָָרֶ֥ץ מגִַּ

 ֣ י עֲלוּמָי֑ו הֶעֽטֱיִ֨תָ עָלָי֖ו בּוּשָׁה֣ ימְֵ
עַד־מָה֣ יהְ֭והָ תִּסָּתֵר֣   47סֶלֽהָ׃  

 48לנָצֶ֑חַ תִּבְעַר֖ כְּמফ־אֵשׁ֣ חֲמָתֶֽۨ׃  
ו֗אְ   זכְָר־אֲניִ֥ מֶה־חָל֑דֶ עלַ־מַה־שָּׁ֝

מִי֤ גֶבֶ֣ר  49בָּרָא֥תָ כָל־בְּניֵ־אָדָםֽ׃  
 ְ מַלֵּ֨ט נפְַשফׁ֖ יִחֽ֭יְהֶ ולְאֹ֣ ירְִאֶה־מָּו֑תֶ י

איַּהֵ֤ ׀ חֲסָדֶי֖ۨ   50מיִּדַ־שׁאফְ֣ל סֶלֽהָ׃  
֑י נשִׁבְַּע֥תְָּ לדְָ֝ודִ֗   ָ הָרִאשׁנֹיִ֥ם ׀ אֲדנֹ

זכְֹ֣ר אֲ֭דנֹיָ חֶרְפַּת֣   51בֶּאֱמוּנתֶָֽۨ׃  
עֲבָדֶי֑ۨ שׂאְֵתִי֥ בחְ֝יֵקיִ֗ כָּל־רַבִּי֥ם 

׀   אֲשֶׁר֤ חֵרְפוּ֖ אফיבְֶי֥ۨ 52עַמִּיֽם׃  
יהְוָה֑ אֲשֶׁר֥ חֵ֝רְפוּ֗ עקִּבফְ֥ת מְשׁיִחֶֽۨ׃  

מֵן֥ ׀ ואְָמֵןֽ׃   53   בָּר֖וּۧ יהְוהָ֥ לעফְ֝לָ֗ם אָ֘
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 And his bthrone cas the days of 
heaven. 
 
Psa. 89:30     “If his sons aforsake 
My law  
 And do not walk in My 
judgments, 
31   If they 1violate My statutes  
 And do not keep My 
commandments, 
32   Then I will punish their 
transgression with the arod  
 And their iniquity with stripes. 
33   “But I will not break off aMy 
lovingkindness from him,  
 Nor deal falsely in My 
faithfulness. 
34   “My acovenant I will not 1violate,  
 Nor will I balter 2the utterance of 
My lips. 
35   “1Once I have asworn by My 
holiness;  
 I will not lie to David. 
36   “His 1adescendants shall endure 
forever  
 And his bthrone cas the sun before 
Me. 
37   “It shall be established forever 
alike the moon,  
 And the bwitness in the sky is 
faithful.” 1Selah. 
 
Psa. 89:38     But You have acast 
off and brejected,  
 You have been full of wrath 
1against Your canointed. 
39   You have aspurned the covenant 
of Your servant;  
 You have bprofaned chis crown 1in 
the dust. 
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40   You have abroken down all his 
walls;  
 You have bbrought his 
strongholds to ruin. 
41   aAll who pass along the way 
plunder him;  
 He has become a breproach to his 
neighbors. 
42   You have aexalted the right hand 
of his adversaries;  
 You have bmade all his enemies 
rejoice. 
43   You also turn back the edge of his 
sword  
 And have anot made him stand in 
battle. 
44   You have made his 1asplendor to 
cease  
 And cast his throne to the 
ground. 
45   You have ashortened the days of 
his youth;  
 You have bcovered him with 
shame. Selah. 
 
Psa. 89:46     aHow long, O 
LORD?  
 Will You hide Yourself forever?  
 Will Your bwrath burn like fire? 
47   aRemember 1what my span of life 
is;  
 For what bvanity 2You have 
created all the sons of men! 
48   What man can live and not asee 
death?  
 Can he bdeliver his soul from the 
1power of 2Sheol? Selah. 
 
Psa. 89:49     Where are Your 
former lovingkindnesses, O Lord,  
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 Which You aswore to David in 
Your faithfulness? 
50   Remember, O Lord, the areproach 
of Your servants;  
 1How I bear in my bosom the 
reproach of all the many peoples, 
51   With which aYour enemies have 
reproached, O LORD,  
 With which they have reproached 
the footsteps of bYour anointed. 
 
Psa. 89:52     aBlessed be the 
LORD forever!  
 Amen and Amen. 
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aPs 87:4; Is 30:7; 51:9 
bPs 18:14; 68:1; 144:6 
 
Psalm 89:11 
1Lit its fullness 
aGen 1:1; 1 Chr 29:11; Ps 96:5 
bPs 24:1 
 
Psalm 89:12 
aJob 26:7 
bJosh 19:22; Judg 4:6; Jer 46:18 
cDeut 3:8; Josh 11:17; 12:1; Ps 133:3; Song 4:8 
dPs 98:8 
 
Psalm 89:13 
1Lit an arm with strength 
aPs 98:1; 118:16 
 
Psalm 89:14 
1Or faithfulness 
aPs 97:2 
bPs 85:13 
 
Psalm 89:15 
1Or blast of the trumpet, shout of joy 
aLev 23:24; Num 10:10; Ps 98:6 
bPs 4:6; 44:3; 67:1; 80:3; 90:8 
 
Psalm 89:16 
aPs 105:3 
 
Psalm 89:17 
1Another reading is You exalt our horn 
aPs 28:8 
bPs 75:10; 92:10; 148:14 
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Psalm 89:18 
1Or Even to the Holy One of Israel our King 
aPs 47:9 
bPs 71:22; 78:41 
 
Psalm 89:19 
1Or At that time 
2Some mss read one 
3Lit placed help upon 
a2 Sam 17:10 
b1 Kin 11:34; Ps 78:70 
 
Psalm 89:20 
a1 Sam 13:14; 16:1-12; Acts 13:22 
b1 Sam 16:13 
 
Psalm 89:21 
aPs 18:35; 80:17 
bPs 18:32 
 
Psalm 89:22 
1Or exact usury from him 
2Or wicked man 
a2 Sam 7:10; Ps 125:3 
 
Psalm 89:23 
a2 Sam 7:9; Ps 18:40 
 
Psalm 89:24 
aPs 89:1 
bPs 132:17 
 
Psalm 89:25 
aPs 72:8 
 
Psalm 89:26 
a2 Sam 7:14; 1 Chr 22:10; Jer 3:19 
b2 Sam 22:47; Ps 95:1 
 
Psalm 89:27 
aEx 4:22; Ps 2:7; Jer 31:9; Col 1:15, 18 



 

12 
 

bNum 24:7; Ps 72:11; Rev 19:16 
 
Psalm 89:28 
aPs 89:33 
bPs 89:3, 34 
 
Psalm 89:29 
1Lit seed 
aPs 18:50; 89:4, 36 
b1 Kin 2:4; Ps 89:4; 132:12; Is 9:7; Jer 33:17 
cDeut 11:21 
 
Psalm 89:30 
a2 Sam 7:14; Ps 119:53 
 
Psalm 89:31 
1Lit profane 
 
Psalm 89:32 
aJob 9:34; 21:9 
 
Psalm 89:33 
a2 Sam 7:15 
 
Psalm 89:34 
1Lit profane 
2Lit that which goes forth 
aDeut 7:9; Jer 33:20, 21 
bNum 23:19 
 
Psalm 89:35 
1Or One thing 
aPs 60:6; Amos 4:2 
 
Psalm 89:36 
1Lit seed 
aPs 89:29; Luke 1:33 
bPs 72:5 
cPs 72:17 
 
Psalm 89:37 
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1Selah may mean: Pause, Crescendo or Musical interlude 
aPs 72:5 
bJob 16:19 
 
Psalm 89:38 
1Lit with 
aPs 44:9 
bDeut 32:19; 1 Chr 28:9 
cPs 20:6; 89:20, 51 
 
Psalm 89:39 
1Lit to the ground 
aPs 78:59; Lam 2:7 
bPs 74:7 
cLam 5:16 
 
Psalm 89:40 
aPs 80:12 
bLam 2:2, 5 
 
Psalm 89:41 
aPs 80:12 
bPs 44:13; 69:9, 19; 79:4 
 
Psalm 89:42 
aPs 13:2 
bPs 80:6 
 
Psalm 89:43 
aPs 44:10 
 
Psalm 89:44 
1Lit clearness, luster 
aEzek 28:7 
 
Psalm 89:45 
aPs 102:23 
bPs 44:15; 71:13; 109:29 
 
Psalm 89:46 
aPs 13:1; 44:24 
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bPs 79:5; 80:4 
 
Psalm 89:47 
1Lit of what duration I am 
2Or have You...men? 
aJob 7:7; 10:9; 14:1 
bPs 39:5; 62:9; Eccl 1:2; 2:11 
 
Psalm 89:48 
1Lit hand 
2I.e. the nether world 
aPs 22:29; 49:9 
bPs 49:15 
 
Psalm 89:49 
a2 Sam 7:15; Jer 30:9; Ezek 34:23 
 
Psalm 89:50 
1Lit My bearing in my bosom 
aPs 69:9; 74:18, 22 
 
Psalm 89:51 
aPs 74:10, 18, 22 
bPs 89:38 
 
Psalm 89:52 
aPs 41:13; 72:19; 106:48 
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Targum 

Psa. 89:1 A good lesson uttered by Abraham, who came from the east. 2 I will praise 
the kindness of the LORD forever; from generation to generation I will make known 
your truth with my mouth. 3 For I said, “The world will be built by kindness; you will 
establish your truth in the heavens.” 4 I made a covenant with Abraham my chosen; I 
confirmed it with my servant David. 5 I will establish your sons forever; and for every 
generation I will build your royal throne forever. 6 And the heavens will confess your 
wonders, O LORD; also your truth in the assembly of the holy ones. 7 For who in the 
clouds can be set beside the LORD? Who resembles the LORD in the multitudes of 
angels? 8 God is mighty in the mysteries of the holy ones; sitting on the throne of glory, 
great and fearsome over all the angels who stand around him. 9 O LORD God above 
the hosts of the height, who is like you in strength, O LORD? And your truth is around 
you. 10 You rule over the pride of the sea; when its waves increase and become high, 
you will subdue them. 11 You have crushed Rahab, that is, wicked Pharaoh, like one 
slain by the sword; with the might of your strong arm you have scattered your enemies. 
12 Yours is the heaven, yea, yours is the earth; you have founded the world and all its 
contents. 13 The deserts in the north and those who dwell in the south, you created 
them; Tabor in the west and Hermon in the east sing praise in your name. 14 Yours is 
the arm with strength; your hand will be strong to redeem your people; your right hand 
will be raised to perfect your sanctuary. 15 Righteousness and justice are the dwelling 
place of your glorious throne; favor and truth go before your face. 16 Happy the people 
who know to please their creator with a shout; O LORD, in the splendid light of your 
countenance they will walk and be acquitted in judgment. 17 In your name they will 
rejoice all day, and by your righteousness they will be exalted. 18 For you are the splendor 
of their strength, and by your will their horn is exalted. 19 For our shields belong to the 
LORD, and our king belongs to the LORD, the Holy One of Israel. 20 Then you spoke 
in a vision to your pious ones, and you said, “I have set up a helper for my people by 
the hand of one mighty in Torah; I have set apart a youth from among the people.” 21 
I have found David my servant, with the holy oil I anointed him. 22 Whom my hands 
are ready to help; truly my arm will strengthen him. 23 The enemy will not make him go 
astray; the son of wickedness will not afflict him. 24 And I will crush his oppressors 
before him, and I will smite his foes. 25 And my truth and goodness are with him; in the 
name of my word his glory will be exalted. 26 And I will place his dominion at the 
harbors of the sea, and the might of his right hand on those who dwell by the rivers. 27 
He will call to me, “You are my father (abba), my God, and the strength of my 
redemption.” 28 Also I will make him first-born of the kings of the house of Judah, the 
highest of the kings of the earth. 29 I will preserve my goodness to him forever; and my 
covenant is constant for him. 30 And I will set up his sons forever, and his throne for as 
many days as the heavens will last. 31 If his sons abandon my Torah, and do not walk in 
my judgments, 32 If they violate my covenant, and do not keep my commandments, 33 
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Then I will punish their rebellions by means of the rod of the wicked, and their iniquities 
by the demons that plague them. 34 But my goodness I will not revoke from him, and I 
will not be false to my faithfulness. 35 I will not violate my covenant, and the utterance 
of my lips I will not change. 36 Once I have sworn by my holy name: “I will not lie to 
David.” 37 His sons will exist forever, and his throne is bright as the sun before me. 38 
Like the moon that is set for an eternal sign, and a faithful witness in the sky forever. 39 
But you have forsaken and rejected, grown angry with your anointed. 40 You have 
changed the covenant with your servant; you have profaned his crown to the earth. 41 
You have forced all his strongholds, you have made his open villages a ruin. 42 All who 
pass on the road have trampled him; he has become a disgrace to his neighbors. 43 You 
have raised the right hand of his oppressors; you have gladdened all his enemies. 44 Also 
you will turn aside his sword and you have not supported him in battle. 45 You have 
abolished the priests who sprinkle [blood] on the altar and cleanse his people, and you 
have cast to the ground his royal throne. 46 You have cut short the days of his young 
men; you have covered him with shame and disgrace forever. 47 How long, O LORD, 
will you remove your presence forever? [How long] will your rage burn like fire? 48 
Remember that I was created from dust; why have you created all the sons of men for 
vanity? 49 Who is the man who will live and not see the angel of death, who will deliver 
his soul from his hand, and not go down to his grave forever? 50 Where are your favors 
which were from the beginning, O LORD, which you swore to David in your 
faithfulness? 51 Remember, O LORD, the disgrace of your servant; I have borne in my 
bosom all the insults of many peoples. 52 For your enemies have scorned, O LORD, 
for they have scorned the delay of the footsteps of your Messiah, O LORD. 53 Blessed 
be the name of the LORD in this age, amen and amen. Blessed be the name of the 
LORD in the age to come, amen and amen. -- 
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Spiritual Awareness 

 

Introduction 

This Psalm records the agreement that the LORD struck with King David. The 

LORD promised that if David and his offspring remained faithful to Him, He would 

be true to them. However, exile and suffering would occur if the offspring betrayed 

the covenant.  

 

Superscript 

“Ethan the Ezrahite is the songwriter-author of Psalm 89. The title of that Psalm says 

it is “a maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.” In addition to Psalm 89, Ethan the Ezrahite is 

mentioned in 1 Kings 4:31 as a wise man, yet not as wise as King Solomon, who “was 

wiser than anyone else, including Ethan the Ezrahite.” First Chronicles 2:6 gives the 

added information that Ethan had four brothers and was the son of Zerah (called 

Mahol in 1 Kings 4:31). He was of the tribe of Levi. 

 

First Chronicles 15:17 mentions an Ethan who was involved with bringing of the Ark 

of the Covenant to Jerusalem. Since he is called “Ethan the son of Kushaiah,” he is 

probably a different person from the author of Psalm 89. However, 1 Chronicles 

15:19 adds that the son of Kushaiah was a musician, one of the men to sound the 

bronze cymbals, and this had led some scholars to assume a link between the two 

Ethans. If they are the same person, then Ethan the Ezrahite is probably also known 

as Jeduthun (1 Chronicles 16:38–42 and the titles of Psalms 62 and 77).”1 

  

 
1 GotQuestions.org, “Home,” GotQuestions.org, March 23, 2015, https://www.gotquestions.org/Ethan-the-
Ezrahite.html. 



 

18 
 

Verse four 

I shall prepare your descendants forever and shall build up your throne for 

generations upon generations. Meditate on this verse.  

 

Verse thirty-seven 

As the moon shall be established forever, he shall remain a faithful witness 

in the sky. Meditate on this verse.  

 

Verse forty-six 

You have caused the days of his youth to be short and have spread shame 

over him. Meditate on this verse.  

 

Verse forty-eight 

Where is there a man who truly lives and shall not see death, who knows 

how to deliver his soul from the power of the grave? Meditate on this verse.  
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