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The Goal of this project: 

This research project will examine the 150 psalms for the spiritual awareness each 

Psalm offers. Each Psalm will be examined by its language and the commentary 

of the Sages. The spiritual awareness analysis will be done in alignment with Ari’s 

definition of the Tree of life, the Book of Creation, and the Zohar. Each verse 

of the Psalm will be rewritten using the intent of the language and spiritual 

commentary to convey its spiritual lesson.  

 

The Main Resources:  

The Zohar 

   The Book of Creation 

   Ari’s writing on the Tree of Life and the Ten Sefirot 

   The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

   Samson Hirsch’s commentary on the Psalms 

Tehillim – Psalms – A new translation with a commentary 

anthologized from the Talmudic and rabbinic sources 

Accordance Bible Software 
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Psalm 87 
 

New American Standard 1995 

Psa. 87:0   A Psalm of the sons of Korah. 
A Song. 
 
Psa. 87:1     His afoundation is in the 
holy mountains. 
2   The LORD aloves the gates of 
Zion  
 More than all the other dwelling 
places of Jacob. 
3   aGlorious things are spoken of 
you,  
 O bcity of God. 1Selah. 
4   “I shall mention 1aRahab and 
Babylon 2among those who know Me;  
 Behold, Philistia and bTyre with 
3cEthiopia:  
 ‘This one was born there.’” 
5   But of Zion it shall be said, “This 
one and that one were born in her”;  
 And the Most High Himself will 
aestablish her. 
6   The LORD will count when He 
aregisters the peoples,  
 “This one was born there.”  Selah. 
7   Then those who asing as well as 
those who 1bplay the flutes shall say,  
 “All my csprings of joy are in you.” 
 
 
 
 

Hebrew 

Psa. 87:1   ר שִׁי֑רফְ֣לבְִניֵ־קֹרַ֭ח מִזמ
ফ֗אֹהֵב֣ יהְ֭והָ  2בְּהַרְרֵי־קֹדֶֽשׁ׃   יסְ֝וּדָת

 3שׁעֲַרֵי֣ ציফִּ֑ן מִ֝כֹּ֗ל מִשׁכְְּנফ֥ת יעֲַקבֹֽ׃  
נכְִ֭בָּדফת מְדֻבָּר֣ בָּ֑ۧ עִי֖ר הָאֱ۩הִי֣ם 

אַזכְִּי֤ר ׀ רַהַ֥ב וּבָבֶל֗ לְיֽדְֹ֫עָי֥   4סֶלֽהָ׃  
הִנּהֵ֤ פְלֶשׁ֣תֶ וצফְ֣ר עםִ־כּוּ֑שׁ זהֶ֝֗ ילֻּדַ־ 

וּלֽצֲיফִּ֨ן ׀ יאֵָמַ֗ר אִי֣שׁ ואְ֭יִשׁ   5שָׁםֽ׃  
 6ילֻּדַ־בָּהּ֑ והְוּ֖א יכফְננְהֶָ֣ עֶליফְֽן׃ 

יְהֽוהָ֗ יסְִ֭פֹּר בִּכְתফ֣ב עַמִּי֑ם זהֶ֖ ילֻּדַ־
ושְׁרִָ֥ים כּחְֹללְִי֑ם כָּלֽ־ 7שָׁם֣ סֶלֽהָ׃  
  מַעיְנָיַ֥ בָּֽۧ׃
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Targum 

Psa. 87:1 Uttered by the sons of Korah. A song that was established at the instruction 
of the fathers of old. 2 The LORD loves the entrances to the academies established in 
Zion more than all the synagogues of the house of Jacob. 3 Glorious words have been 
spoken of you, O city of God, forever. 4 The Egyptians and Babylonians have reminded 
those who know you of your praises; behold, the Philistines and Tyrians, with the 
Ethiopians; this king was brought up there. 5 And of Zion it will be said, “King David 
and Solomon his son were brought up within it; and God shall build it above.” 6 O 
LORD, in the book in which they write the account of all the ages [it is written], “This 
king was brought up there forever.” 7 And they utter songs with celebration – all kinds 
of psalms with sacrifice are uttered in your midst. 
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Spiritual Awareness 

 

Introduction 

Korach ran an unsuccessful revolt against Moses (Number 16). He felt he was 

superior to Moses, Aaron, and Israel’s other leaders. He refused to recognize that the 

Land of Israel is holier than any other land in the world. Korach’s sons refused to join 

their father in his revolt. Instead, they composed this Psalm to extol the unique virtues 

of the Land of Israel and the city of Jerusalem. 

 

Verse three 

They are honored through Him, Who is proclaimed within You, O city 

of God. Meditate on this verse.  

 

Verse six 

It was believed that the LORD had a book that listed people who had labored for 

the welfare of their own people. It was a short list for every nation.  

The LORD counts when He registers peoples; This one was born there. 

Meditate on this verse.  
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