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ABSTRACT

Parallel Plots in the Narrative of the Synoptic
Gospels
Their Role and Message in the Story Development

Daniel Ayuch

This article analyzes the different patterns of parallel
narratives within one Synoptic Gospel. Six pericopes are studied
in detail to show the literary methods that were used to present
different aspects of Jesus’ deeds during his public life. From the
Gospel of Matthew the two first miracles in chapter 8 complete
each other and show a message of unity between the Jews and the
Nations as one people. The two narratives of feeding the hungry
in Mark are interlinked, not by proximity, but by syncresis, a
literary procedure that repeats some contents or style figures in
both paragraphs. As for the pericopes from the Third Gospel,
they are two consecutive scenes one in Nazareth and the other in
Capernaum and both show opposite receptions of Jesus’ message.
This article proposes a structural analysis of each story in order
to deduce some common semantic and pragmatic lines in the
Gospels.

Keywords: Narrative Analysis, Miracle Accounts, Synoptic
Gospels, Syncresis, Parallel Plots, Soteriology, Eucharist,
Kingdom.
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