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→ Scientific publications based on forensic anthropology have increased significantly in 
the last 15 years, testifying to the growing landscape of research agendas, scholarly 
research, methodological increments, and teaching developments... 

→ Forensic Anthropology (FA) has become a buzzword in higher education institutes, 
and amongst undergraduate and postgraduate students, with its impact expanding 
beyond academia… 



Genealogies and Research Networks in Forensic Anthropology
Profiling:

1) identify who  is 
publishing in 
Forensic 
Anthropology (FA)

2) identify research 
agendas/topics and 
reviews 

3) identify major 
funding bodies. 

WHOM ? WHAT ?
By WHOM 

€€€ ?



Genealogies and Research Networks in Forensic Anthropology
Methodological approach:

Dimensions Database

Descriptive Analysis

VOSviewer

• “Forensic Anthropology” OR “forensic anthropologists”
• Title and Abstracts
• Years 2020 – 2022 (September, 6th)

• Frequencies and geo-distribution

• Research networks: Funding, Co-Authorships & 
Genealogies, research topics

1) identify who  is 
publishing in 
Forensic 
Anthropology (FA)

2) identify research 
agendas/topics and 
reviews 

3) identify major 
funding bodies. 
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Results:

→ 3.309 publications
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v Lack of references on grey publications, edited books, books, others (…)
v Limited to the chronology
v Limited to the English language
v Cases of false positives 
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→ 3.309 publications 

→ Main Journals (n=473)
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→ 3.309 publications 

→ Main Journals (n=473)

→ Various fields of research

Medical and Health Sciences
Clinical Sciences
Biological Sciences
Chemical Sciences
Other Biological Sciences

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=(%22Forensic%20Anthropology%22)%20OR%20(%22forensic%20anthropologists%22)&search_type=kws&search_field=text_search&or_facet_year=2022&or_facet_year=2021&or_facet_year=2020&or_facet_year=2019&or_facet_year=2018&or_facet_year=2017&or_facet_year=2016&or_facet_year=2015&or_facet_year=2014&or_facet_year=2013&or_facet_year=2012&or_facet_year=2011&or_facet_year=2010&or_facet_publication_type=article&and_facet_for=2211
https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=(%22Forensic%20Anthropology%22)%20OR%20(%22forensic%20anthropologists%22)&search_type=kws&search_field=text_search&or_facet_year=2022&or_facet_year=2021&or_facet_year=2020&or_facet_year=2019&or_facet_year=2018&or_facet_year=2017&or_facet_year=2016&or_facet_year=2015&or_facet_year=2014&or_facet_year=2013&or_facet_year=2012&or_facet_year=2011&or_facet_year=2010&or_facet_publication_type=article&and_facet_for=3053
https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=(%22Forensic%20Anthropology%22)%20OR%20(%22forensic%20anthropologists%22)&search_type=kws&search_field=text_search&or_facet_year=2022&or_facet_year=2021&or_facet_year=2020&or_facet_year=2019&or_facet_year=2018&or_facet_year=2017&or_facet_year=2016&or_facet_year=2015&or_facet_year=2014&or_facet_year=2013&or_facet_year=2012&or_facet_year=2011&or_facet_year=2010&or_facet_publication_type=article&and_facet_for=2206
https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=(%22Forensic%20Anthropology%22)%20OR%20(%22forensic%20anthropologists%22)&search_type=kws&search_field=text_search&or_facet_year=2022&or_facet_year=2021&or_facet_year=2020&or_facet_year=2019&or_facet_year=2018&or_facet_year=2017&or_facet_year=2016&or_facet_year=2015&or_facet_year=2014&or_facet_year=2013&or_facet_year=2012&or_facet_year=2011&or_facet_year=2010&or_facet_publication_type=article&and_facet_for=2203
https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication?search_mode=content&search_text=(%22Forensic%20Anthropology%22)%20OR%20(%22forensic%20anthropologists%22)&search_type=kws&search_field=text_search&or_facet_year=2022&or_facet_year=2021&or_facet_year=2020&or_facet_year=2019&or_facet_year=2018&or_facet_year=2017&or_facet_year=2016&or_facet_year=2015&or_facet_year=2014&or_facet_year=2013&or_facet_year=2012&or_facet_year=2011&or_facet_year=2010&or_facet_publication_type=article&and_facet_for=2666
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Results – dataset:

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Geospatial Data Edit, Microsoft, Navinfo, OpenStreetMap, TomTom, Wikipedia
Com tecnologia Bing
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746
Publications

→ 3.309 publications
worldwide (n=89 countries)
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→ Countries  > 50 publications 

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Geospatial Data Edit, Microsoft, Navinfo, OpenStreetMap, TomTom, Wikipedia
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Country Publications

United States of 
America

746

United Kingdom 313
Italy 265
India 215
France 192
Australia 184
Spain 158
China 141
South Africa 134
Germany 128
Brazil 118
Canada 111
Portugal 104
Turkey 78
Japan 77
Greece 67
Switzerland 61
Czech Republic 58
Malaysia 58
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Results:

→ Research Networks – Who is published in Forensic Anthropology 

500 institutions 



Name Country N

University of  Milan (UNIMI) Italy 115
University of  Coimbra Portugal 94
Panjab University India 71

University of  the Witwatersrand (Wits) South Africa 61

University of  Granada (UGR) Spain 60

University of  Tennessee at Knoxville (UTK) United States 59

University of  Pretoria (UP) South Africa 57

Universidade de São Paulo (USP) Brazil 56

University of  Dundee United Kingdom 51
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→ Research Networks – Who is published in Forensic Anthropology 
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Results:

→ The funding bodies (n=219)
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→ The funding bodies (>7 Pub)
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Results:

→ What is published?
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Results:

→ 2) What is published in Forensic Anthropology



Genealogies and Research Networks in Forensic Anthropology
Results:

→ What is published?
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Genealogies and Research Networks in Forensic Anthropology
Commentaries and conclusions:

Hidden biases and Ethical Concerns 

→ Results will highlight singular scholars, research networks, and institutions – mostly USA and 
European based – although research is becoming worldwide. BUT – it is important to include 
research based on non-represented countries, research institutions 

→ There is a significant level of co-authorship, although there continues to cluster around major 
institutions and people – but new names may highlight future trends

→ Consistency on research topics  - overall: which raises the question related with population 
based studies and/or research designs repetition (different populations, methods = topic)

→ Necessary to dive deep into the articles’ content to flesh out issues related to ethical concerns, 
and studies repetitions, and methodological accuracy – which may dictate future research 
agendas and funding policies.
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