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What is Archivist?

Open-source web 
application

Multiple users 
can enter and edit 

questionnaires

Link questions to 
variables

Map questions/variables 
to topics/concepts

Exports DDI 
Lifecycle 3.2 

Archivist →
CLOSER 

Discovery



Why was Archivist developed?









What can we document in Archivist?

• Questionnaire title

• Questions
• Question items and grids

• Instructions

• Interviewee

• Response domains

• Code lists
• Cardinality

• Routing (i.e., conditions)

• Loops

• Sequences

• Statements



Who can use Archivist?

• Simplifies questionnaire 
entry
oNo DDI or XML knowledge 

required

oQuestionnaire entry is 
carried out by trained but 
not technical staff

• Can be done remotely



Key features of Archivist

• Manual entry

• Build component items 
first

• Followed by constructs 

• Re-use response domains

• Review in the document view

• Import questionnaire and 
dataset XML

• Link questions to variables

• Map questions and variables 
to a controlled vocabulary
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discovery.closer.ac.uk

Sign up for our email 
newsletters to get the 
latest from CLOSER

closer@ucl.ac.uk

@CLOSER_UK

Contact us

Visit the CLOSER Archivist 
Github page for more 

information

https://github.com/CLOSER-Cohorts/archivist


